
LACQUERED
For a stronger commitment to color 

than the occasional throw pillow, try a 
piece of furniture with a bold-colored 
lacquer, like the Wangright cocktail tables 
from Worlds Away. These tables, which 
sell for a suggested price of $559 and 
come in a variety of bright, springy col-
ors, add a bold statement to any living or 
bedroom and can be arranged in clusters 
for added effect.

Or go the accessories route with the 
Annika lamp from Robert Abbey, $438, 
designed by Mary McDonald.

“I chose bold colored lacquers for the 
Annika because a lamp can hold a big 
color statement like that without ruining 
a room,” McDonald says. “It is one of the 
few accessories that can have a pow 
while keeping things elegant.”

MIRRORED
Designers incorporate mir-

rors into furniture design to 
give the room the illusion of 
being larger than it is. Mirrored 
furniture pieces also add some 
sparkle and movement of light 
in a room, giving it a more lively 
appearance. 

The Saba desk from Arteriors 
Home, for a suggested retail 
price of $4,200, is an example 
of sprucing up an otherwise 
typical design with a striking 
mirror surface.

If a whole table or dresser 
covered in mirrors seems over-
board, try a mirrored picture frame or a headboard with mirrored frame details, like 
the Bristol tufted headboard from Horchow, starting at $1,329.

TRANSPARENT
See-through designs in acrylic or Lucite are also 

popular for their innovative look. The Bond end 
table from Jonathan Adler, for a suggested retail 
price of $1,250, is a statement-making acrylic piece 
that incorporates wood into the design as well.

Frank Webb, co-designer at White Webb, designs 
with Lucite acrylics and currently has a line of 
clear tables available for trade, which will soon be 
available for retail customers, too.

Of acrylics as statement pieces, he says: “These 
tables make the perfect accent piece because 
they’re quietly fabulous. They’re simple and elegant 
with just enough room to stand out, but not com-
pete with, the room’s main attractions.”
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By LINDSEY ROMAIN | CTW Features

Aiming to give new flair to room without a budget-busting extreme makeover? Try 
sprucing up an old design with a pop of color or the glint of a new varnish in the 
form of a statement-making accent piece.

An accent piece can be anything that offsets the rest of the room and stands out 
for its color or construction. It’s a chance to add one striking element to an already-
furnished room. Here’s three suggestions for a piece to bring an old room alive.

The common design advice, ‘Add a punchy accent 
piece!’ is easier said than done. Here are three  
on-trend ideas that make a big statement in a room
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Choices

By CATHY CASSATA | CTW Features

Whether you are self-employed, a 
telecommuter or work from home 
occasionally, it’s important to keep the 
creative juices flowing inside the house. 
Most people strive to create a calm and 
distraction-free home office, but entre-
preneurial and creative work requires a 
unique type of space.

Contrary to common thought, refined 
and polished environments are prohibi-
tive in terms of getting people to be pro-
ductive, says Scott Witthoft, one of the 
authors of “Make Space: How to Set the 
Stage for Creative Collaboration” (Wiley, 
2012) and a lecturer at the Stanford 
University d.school Institute of Design.

“This is the truth in conference rooms 
where you’re asking people to come 
up with ideas yet they’re sitting around 
a $40,000 table made of mahogany,” 
Witthoft says. He believes that people 
are better off treating their workspaces 
as workshops where they are willing to 
experiment and get messy. 

Get Flexible
As obvious as it sounds, defining 

enough space for the work area should 
be a priority. “People tend to think of a 
home work space as something that’s 
at the scale of supporting a laptop, but 
creative space requires more room than 
that,” says Scott Doorley, director of 
the Environment Collaborative at the 
Stanford d.school and Witthoft’s co-
author of “Make Space.”

Doorley says that people who work at 
home should allow more room than they 
think they need. The space should easily 
expand and contract. 

“You might literally have your dining 
room table as your office, but you want 
to be able to clean it off and have a nice 
dinner and then get back to work right 

after,” he says.
He suggests hanging removable boards 

or including large shelves to store work 
in progress. “You can also store a corner 
table in the room to pull out to make 
your desk double sized and then easily 
put away without having to take any-
thing off it,” he adds.

Go Vertical
Most entrepreneurs want to see 

overnight success, but rapid expansion 
means business owners need to get 
creative with space use.

PJ Jonas, owner of Goatmilkstuff.com, 
makes all-natural soap out of goat milk 
from her Indiana-based farm home. In 
3.5 years her business has sold more 
than 200,000 bars of soap worldwide, 
and she had to keep up with orders 
without destroying the house.

“As we grew rapidly, there were many 
nights when we had picnic dinners on 
our floor because our kitchen table was 
covered in soap products,” she says. 

Jonas decided to make use of all the 
vertical space in her home. “We didn’t 
just look at the floor space or where we 
could put a desk or table, but anywhere 
we could put shelving and cabinets up 
high to make use of all that wall space 
was so helpful,” she says.

They used closets to store soap and 
installed racks above all their windows 
to keep materials and equipment.

Witthoft says the Jonas family got it 
right. “So often, people think the flat hori-
zontal square footage of a desk or table is 
the extent of their work space when in 
reality all of the walls surrounding a desk 
and volume overhead have the opportu-
nity to be used for creative work.”

Get Away from the Screen
With adequate space, Doorley says, a 

person has more room to work outside 

the computer. “If you have enough space 
to spread out and work on paper, you 
can sketch out early ideas more quickly 
than if you’re doing it in, say, PowerPoint. 
Once you start using a computer tool, 
you start to get bound by the constraints 
of that tool,” he says. 

While the computer is certainly 
multifunctional and useful, keep more 
materials on hand to experiment with, 
Doorley suggests.

Stay inspired by displaying creative 

pieces of art, other’s work or your own 
work that makes you proud.

Time away from the computer can 
also have a rejuvenating effect. To escape 
the constraints of a home office, Witthoft 
says, consider contrast. “If you think 
about how a home work space smells, 
looks or sounds at any given time, mind-
fully think about what would be the 
opposite and go to that place,” he says. 
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Space to Create
A great home office encourages diligence, productivity and creativity all in one

Work It: Experts say that 
home offices should support 
creative problem solving as 
well as concentration and 
hard work.
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