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Tourism Authority. In its second year, the annual conference attracted the industry’s top 
creative thinkers for three days of stimulating discussions and spirited debates. “We in this 
cluster of small populations are bold enough to come together as One Caribbean,” said 
Hugh Riley, secretary general, CTO, “enlist some of this industry’s sharpest minds, elect 
leaders, thrash out ideas and mold them into actions that allow us to win in this 
environment.” 

Addressing delegates during the opening ceremony that featured dancers and singers from 
the island, outgoing CTO Chairman, Senator Ricky Skerritt noted “consumers who are 
paying more to get to our region expect more from our destinations when they arrive. This 
heightened demand by travel consumers for value dictates that we must provide them with 
the best possible return on expenditure.” 

Taking aim at crucial issues that drive the region’s tourism industry, sessions discussed the 
changing face of world travel, challenges of intra-regional transportation and airlift from the 
major markets in North America. “We must assemble all the creativity, discipline and 
collective resources we have, and use them wisely for the good of this region,” added Hugh 
Riley, secretary general. “It is a commitment to the vision that together as one region, we 
will be the most desirable, year-round warm weather destination by 2017.” 
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The United States Virgin Islands is the new chair of the CTO following the election ofBeverly Nicholson-Doty 

(right),commissioner of tourism, as Chairman of the CTO. âThe time is right for us to get together and promote the 

diversity of the region under one brand, we must plan strategically and collectively to ensure the health and 

sustainability of the Caribbean tourism product,âshe said. Her post will continue for two years replacing outgoing 

Chairman, Ricky Skerritt (left), minister of tourism, St. Kitts. 

The United States Virgin Islands is the new chair of the CTO following the election of 
Beverly Nicholson-Doty, commissioner of tourism, as Chairman of the CTO. “The time is 
right for us to get together and promote the diversity of the region under one brand, we 
must plan strategically to ensure the sustainability of the Caribbean tourism product,” she 
told delegates. 

A crowd favourite, Jamaican student O’Brian Lewis was the winner at the Tourism Youth 
Congress. A student of Oberlin High School in Kingston, the aspiring junior tourism 
minister wowed the judges with his vision for a better Jamaica including his 



recommendation for a museum that honours the country’s sporting heroes. “Imagine 
entering a black green building, where, at the entrance, you are greeted by cool reggae 
music, to the right, you see Usain Bolt and Shelly-Ann Fraser Pryce, to your left, you find 
cricketers Courtney Walsh or Chris Gayle,” he smiled. 

In airline news, WestJet begins seasonal flights to Antigua on October 28 with twice-weekly 
service from Toronto continuing through April. “These WestJet flights will add 7,000 
additional seats from Canada which is a 15 per cent growth in seats,” said Colin James, CEO, 
Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority. “We are delighted with the Canadian market 
seeing arrivals up 26 per cent for the first quarter of this year compared to the same time 
period the year before.” 
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Jamaican student OBrian Lewis was the winner at the Tourism Youth Congress with Jacqueline Johnson presenting 

the award. 



Slated to open in the first quarter of 2013, Kittitian Hill is being billed as the first luxury 
hotel on the island with uber-fancy cottages and villas, unique golf course that will be 
planted with fruit trees and vegetable gardens and electric cars for guests. Managed by 
Sedona Resorts in Arizona and yet to be named, the hilltop cottages are stunning with 
gigantic television drop-down screens, outdoor bathtubs and spectacular terraces for 
sublime viewing of the island. Construction is also underway for a Terrace Complex that will 
include gourmet dining in a staff cafeteria open to guests, boutiques and state-of-the-art 
fitness centre. 

A 200-room Park Hyatt will open in Christophe Harbour for the 2014-2015 season marking 
the second US brand, after the St. Kitts Marriott, to set up shop on the island. When 
complete, the property will offer a fitness centre, two restaurants and meeting space. On the 
southeast tip of the peninsula, Christophe Harbour will also house a smaller hotel, condo 
complex, mega-yacht marina, Tom Fazio-designed golf course, stores and restaurants. “Four 
villas and four bungalows are already open,” said Bill Lee, COO, Christophe Harbour. 
“During the past five years we have heard a lot of polite moaning and groaning about the 
economy, however, we are now anticipating a brighter 2013.” 

  

Forward Thinking 
April 15 – 18, 2013: Sustainable Tourism Conference (STC 14) in Trinidad & Tobago. 
www.CaribbeanSTC.com 
October 13, 2013 (week of) CTO: State of the Industry in Martinique. “We look forward to 
welcoming you to the Isle of Flowers and giving you a taste of our special brand of French-
Creole warmth and hospitality, “said Karine Roy-Camille, commissioner tourism authority, 
Martinique.www.onecaribbean.org 

 

  

 

http://www.onecaribbean.org/

