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Mexico City now has more in com-
mon with South Africa than jaca-
randa trees. Today, the two coun-
tries are sharing the legacy of Nel-
son Mandela. 

South African Ambassador to 
Mexico Sandile Nogxina, Princess 
of Swaziland and daughter of the 
Mandela, Denani Mandela-Dlami-
ni, and the Memory and Tolerance 
Museum unveiled a bust of the late 
South African president earlier this 
month before inaugurating the mu-
seum’s newest exhibit on South Afri-
can independence. 

The exhibit, titled “20 Años de Lib-
ertad en Sudáfrica” (“20 Years of Free-
dom in South Africa”), documents the 
past, present and future of the coun-
try, while also honoring the country’s 
greatest hero, Mandela. It is being pre-
sented as part of DHfest, the interna-
tional film festival and human rights 
forum. 

“Mandela was a voice in a sea of si-
lence,” said Sharon Zaga, head of the 
Memory and Tolerance Museum, dur-
ing the opening ceremony.

Giving a voice to the voiceless is 

exactly what the exhibition is hop-
ing to do. 

“20 Años” features a detailed histo-
ry and an in-depth look at the struggle 
for freedom in South Africa, while also 
shedding light on the remarkable ac-
complishments of Mandela. 

The exhibit memorializes every-
where the country has been and ev-
erywhere it’s going. It delves into 
apartheid, the legal racial segregation 
imposed in South Africa from 1948 
to 1994, which displaced non-whites 
from their homes and robbed blacks 
of their citizenship. 

And it also documents the fight for 
freedom and celebrates the South Af-
rica of today, a “rainbow nation” filled 
with life and its own unique culture. 

“The exhibit will help people un-
derstand the past, present and fu-
ture of the nation,” said Ambassador 
Nogxina.

“It is indeed a collective effort to rid 
the world of crime against humanity.”

The exhibit advocates some of 
Mandela’s core beliefs, such as free-
dom, education and responsibility. 
He believed in non-violent resistance, 
fighting with intellect rather than fists. 

But even after apartheid was abol-
ished, Mandela was careful to not 

jump to conclusions, stressing that 
the journey to freedom was not over, 
not in South Africa and not around 
the world.

“The truth is that we are not yet 
free,” said Nogxina, quoting Mandela. 

“We have merely achieved the 
freedom to be free, the right not to be 
oppressed. We have not taken the fi-
nal step of our journey, but the first 
step on a longer and even more diffi-
cult road. For to be free is not merely 
to cast off one’s chains, but to live in 
a way that respects and enhances the 
freedom of others. The true test of our 
devotion to freedom is just beginning.”

With its history lessons, prison in-
stallations, music, films and even in-
teractive art, the exhibition demon-
strates that same devotion and in-
spires others to do the same.

This was a goal of the exhibition, 
said Mandela-Dlamini.

Exhibition organizers also hinted 
that Mandela’s same ideals might be 
applied to Mexico. 

“You also have a role to play in 
your community: to forward the 
thinking of humanity, of humility 
and of Mandela’s memory, so it is 
passed on for generations to come,” 
Mandela-Dlamini said.

THE FREEDOM
to be free

“Mexico has its own expressions 
of racial discrimination,” added Na-
tional Commission for the Preven-
tion of Discrimination (Conapred) 
President Ricardo Bucio.

“Mandela can make an impact on 
us, especially concerning the indige-
nous population.”

Without regard to race or nation-
ality, the exhibition can be appreci-
ated on a universal level. 

“20 Años de Libertad en Sudáfri-
ca” is an exhibit about human nature 

told through the birth of a nation, a 
nation that epitomizes human strug-
gle. It is an inspiration for more free 
nations to come, he said.

Linda Atach, director of tem-
porary exhibitions at the museum, 
summarized the message well: “We 
are all looking for inspiration,” she 
said.

“It takes work to find something 
with this passion and motivation. 
From Mandela, we learn that free-
dom means responsibility.”
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South African Ambassador to Mexico Sandile Nogxina addresses the crowd at the inauguration of “20 Años de 
Libertad en Sudafrica.

Canon Mary Senyonja signs her name and hand on the memory wall at the 
“20 Años de Libertad en Sudafrica” exhibition.

Sharon Zaga, head of the Memory and Tolerance Museum, and Sandile Nogxi-
na, South African ambassador to Mexico, unveil the Nelson Mandela bust. 

20 Años de Libertad en Sudáfrica
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    • The “20 Años de Libertad en 
Sudáfrica” exhibit will remain on dis-
play at the Memory and Tolerance 
Museum through Jan. 12, 2015.
    • The museum is located inside 
Plaza Juárez, across from Parque 
Alameda and Palacio de Bellas 
Artes in the Centro Histórico (tel: 
5130 5555)

    • It is open Tuesday to Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
    • General admission is 69 pesos. 
Entrance for teachers, students and 
seniors is 55 pesos.
    • For more information, visit the 
museum’s webpage at www.myt.
org.mx.


