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Mexico City likes to call itself a vanguard city. The cur-
rent exhibition at the Palacio de Bellas Artes Museum, 
“Octavio Paz y el arte,” proves that point beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.

In celebration of the “Year of Octavio Paz,” head cu-
rators Miguel Fernández Félix and Héctor Tajonar bring 
noteworthy pieces from world-renowned artists to cel-
ebrate the 100th anniversary birth of Paz and the insti-
tution’s anniversary.

Artworks from Picasso, Braque, Duchamp, Johns and 
Pollock are featured, while its organizers take the exhi-
bition miles beyond the gallery with academic conferen-
cies, documentaries, historical and anthropological exhi-
bitions, a complementary website and even Spotify play-
lists designed for each step of the exhibition. 

With 220 various works of art from over 96 different 
institutions, the exhibition links Paz to other cultures and 
movements such as surrealism, cubism and abstract art. 
The exhibit highlights his specific text, literally pulling 
Paz’s words from the pages of the books which lay in the 
exhibition and putting them to corresponding images.  

For example, Duchamp’s everyday manufactured ob-
ject, “Comb and Case,” is juxtaposed with these words 
from Paz:

“The ‘readymades’ were a kick to the ‘work of art,’ to that 
anonymous thing that was everyone’s and no one’s at the same 
time. Although they do not precisely represent the union of art 
and the community, they were a subversion against the exces-
sive privileges and minorities of artistic taste.”

In this way, the exhibition directly ties Paz to art in a 
way the public has not seen before. 

“Not everyone knows about Paz’s writings on art, cre-
ativity and imagination. This exhibition gives them this 
opportunity,” said César González, one of the investiga-
tors and coordinators of “Octavio Paz y el arte.”

The exhibition is divided into two main categories: 
international modern art and Mexican art. Through 
these mediums the exhibition chronicles Paz’s words 
and weaves them to the art movements he wrote about.

“It was designed to take the public further, whether 
it be before or after they attend the exhibit, either with 
the conferences or the interactive features of the web-
site,” he said. 

The exhibition is not only a beautiful display of art-
work, but also an artistic display of great thought and ide-
ology. It is an exhibit that leaves you thinking far beyond 
the place from which you came, much like Paz did in his 
own writing. As Paz once said, “This allows us to see that, 
and sometimes, this transforms into that. All art, whether 

spoken or seen, is of a metaphorical essence. The reality 
of art is always another reality.”

One of the most remarkable things about the exhi-
bition is the interaction and collaboration it promotes 
among artists, musicians, documentarians, the general 
public and Octavio Paz. It features interactive screens 
throughout the exhibition, some which even allow you 
to walk through each year of Paz’s life, while others fea-
ture playlists created by artists (such as Quique Rangel 
from Café Tacvba, Natalia Lafourcade and Camilo Lara 
from Instituto Mexicano de Sonido) for various rooms 
in the exhibit.

“The exhibition is interesting because of the relation 
the viewer can make during the exhibit and the relation 
they can leave with,” said Gonzalez. 

The idea for the exhibit came from several necessi-
ties, according to González. Principally, it was to share 
Paz’s poetry and the visual arts, but it was also to address 
the curiosity and the questions that always surround Oc-
tavio Paz, as well as to celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
Bellas Artes, he said. 

That being said, the coordinators left no rock un-
turned celebrating both 100th anniversary of the birth-
day of Octavio Paz and the anniversary of the institution. 

According to González, around 50 people directly 
worked to create the exhibition, yet that number does 
not come close to those who worked to install it and to 
those close to Paz who collaborated on the planning and 
implementation process. In total, coordinators worked 
for over one year and a half planning the exhibition, said 
González. 

The result is a just and honorable tribute to a man 
who inspired Mexico beyond belief. 

“His legacy is immaterial. Paz questioned policies and 
culture. He linked artists and thinkers and opened doors 
that hadn’t been opened before. Many don’t write about 
what is happening at the moment — they write about it 
after. Yet Paz wrote about the present and continues to 
influence generations to come,” said González. 

Poet, diplomat and Nobel Prize winner Octavio Paz 
is considered one of the greatest writers of the 20th cen-
tury. Known for his beautiful prose and poetry, Paz al-
so made a name for himself through his political analy-
sis and criticism of Mexican culture and society. In one 
of his most famous works, “The Labyrinth of Solitude,” 
Paz took a look at Mexican culture that many Mexicans 
either did not see or did not want to see. He analyzed 
his people in the most honest and discerning way pos-
sible to arrive at an understanding that no one else had 
done before. 

 “Octavio Paz y el arte” is at the Palacio de Bellas Artes 
Museum until January 2015. 
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• “Octavio Paz y el arte” will run through January 2015 at 
the Palacio de Bellas Artes Museum.
• The Palacio de Bellas Artes Museum is located at 
the corner of Eje Central Lázaro Cárdenas and Ave-
nida Juárez in the Centro Histórico (Tel: 5521-9251 
ext. 1155).
• The museum is open Tuesday through Sunday from 

10 a.m. to 17:30 p.m.
• Admission is 45 pesos, while students, teachers, IN-
APAM and CONACULTA and INBA employees re-
ceive free admission with current identification. Admis-
sion is also free for all on Sundays. 
• For more information, visit the exhibition website at 
http://museopalaciodebellasartes.gob.mx/micrositios/op/
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