
OCTOBER 201486

Notes from
GROUND ZIRO

Featuring the women who we first heard live, and now figure on our playlists on loop
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On Kuku:  
Crew neck detail 

 dress, Gucci

On Mercy: Ivory 
thistles and bird 
print dress, Gucci
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We first blamed it on 
the environs. We 
thought the pine-

clad mountains, rolling hillocks 
and picture-postcard paddy fields 
were playing tricks with our 
mind, making the music at the 
Ziro Festival of Music sound even 
sweeter. Add to that the fact that 
we could swathe the songsters 
we fancied in Gucci’s 2015 A/W 
collection – replete with a quirk 
that was entirely its own. Floral 
patterns to evoke a Bohemian 
spirit, finely-pleated leather and 
fine lace combined to echo the 
unreal surroundings. But when 
we came back from the fest held 
deep inside Arunachal Pradesh in 
September, and added the then-
loved musicians on our playlists, 
we realised that the setting was 
a fleeting catalyst. We decided to 
get to know the talented songsters 
who’re shaking up the country’s 
music scene.

‹‹ Tetseo Sisters
Folk/World 
There is something about music on a 
mission that draws our attention, and 
this Nagaland-based folk quartet deserves 
all that we can spare. “The songs we 
perform are the ones passed on to us by 
our preceding generations, and which we 
want to continue passing on,” says Mercy 
Tetseo, the eldest of four siblings who 
make up this band. Their raison d’etre, 
she says, is to infuse fresh energy into 
the forgotten songs of the Chakhesang 
tribe that they belong to. “We do this 
not because it is our duty, but because 
we want to share our culture, even with 
people who know nothing about it.” 
Singing in the chokri dialect, their songs 
are often accompanied by the old-style 
Naga one-stringed instrument, the tati/
heka libuh, and are inspired by nature, 
movies, music and the multitude of people 
they’ve come across. After a performance 
in China this month, the group is gearing 
up to release their newest EP A Slice Of 
Li in December. “It’s a fusion album,” says 
Tetseo, “A lot is lost when passing on 
an oral tradition, but this is our way of 
contributing to it.”

 Zoe Ray Tuckey 
Alternative Rock
In Zoe Ray Tuckey’s opinion, life 
has a way of coming full circle. Part 
of the New Delhi-based band North, 
the Kiwi/South African vocalist was 
born in Mussorie, studied music in 
New Zealand, and then moved back 
to India. Fuelled by innumerable 
cups of chai, her transcontinental 
band’s music is alternative rock, 
with unmistakable elements of 
soul and blues. The five-piece outfit 
comprises siblings, couples and 
roommates. They draw inspiration 
from their eclectic mix of cultures, 
careers (they have a filmmaker, 
microbiologist, and producer among 

them while Zoe is a writer and a 
qualified doula or birth attendant) 
and ceaseless conversations – which 
isn’t always a good thing, according 
to Tuckey. “I think we’ve all got 
strong personalities so it becomes 
a challenge when we’re trying to 
figure out what we want to say,”  
she tells us. “We debate a lot, but  
we all know that we want our music 
to move people.” The band aims to 
translate their combined energy  
and emotion, and that ultimately 
defines what they call a musical 
pilgrimage. Says Tuckey, “There is  
a thread that runs through our 
music – it is a search. It’s about 
trying to find ourselves. Even 
the band name talks about going 
upward, looking forward.” »

Wool-mohair maxi 
dress, Gucci
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 Mangka 
Mayanglambam Folk
“I come from a family of artists, so I’ve 
been making music since I was very 
young,” says Imphal-based folk musician 
Mangka Mayanglambam in a matter-of-
fact tone. “There is all kinds of music out 
there, but the songs of our culture are 
vanishing and I want to preserve it.” The 
daughter of a balladeer and famed pena 
(a single-stringed instrument) exponent, 
Mayanglambam grew up on a steady diet 
of folk songs, Moirang Sai and Basok, 
which are rare performing arts native to 
her state. As is the tradition of Manipuri 
music, her set list talks about everything 
from ritual mysticism to forbidden love. 
She approaches her songs humbly, but 
with a degree of fiery affection. “For me, 
lyrics are important but I believe that 
music has no barrier,” she says. “I love 
to sing but I use dance and gesture to 
explain the stories of my songs.” This 
month, Mayanglambam performs at the 
International Film Festival in Goa, and 
with her group the Laihui Ensemble at the 
Harao Seigonnabi fest in Singapore, before 
heading back to the studio to work on 
new material. »

Georgette dress with pleat and 
ruffle details, embellished hair 
slide, lion and tiger head motif 
rings in aged gold, and bee 
embroidered shoulder bag, all Gucci
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