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Whether you’re planning a quick stopover or the 
ultimate holiday, Dubai’s dazzling skyline, 

multifaceted dining scene, and Emirati hospitality 
raise the bar for cosmopolitan cities around the 

world. We pick the best experiences that will have 
you falling in love and longing for more

Sky’S  
The LimiT

Jetty Lounge, on the 
private beach of 
One&Only Royal 

Mirage Dubai
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1. A cultural meal 
with a local speaker 
at the SMCCU

2. Shop owners at 
Bur Dubai taking a 
break

3. Luquimat, the 
original doughnut

4. The spice souk is 
full of colour and 
fragrance

opposite
Traditional houses  
with wind towers at 
Al Fahidi district

Day onE
Where there’s water, there’s life: the 
warm, shallow saltwater of Dubai 
Creek was where the city’s fishing 
and pearling industry began, leading 
to Dubai’s growth as an important 
commercial hub. Bur Dubai on the 
creek’s western bank is where 
members of the Bani Yas tribe first 
settled in the 19th century, 
establishing the Al Maktoum family 
that rules Dubai till today. Al Fahidi 
Historical Neighbourhood, also 
known as Bastakiya, is home to 
Dubai’s traditional courtyard houses 
with their unique wind towers, high 
walls and narrow alleyways, all 
designed to maximise shade and 
airflow in the desert. You may even 
spot a snoozing camel or two here.

If you’re curious about Emirati 
culture and customs, the Sheikh 
Mohammed Centre for Cultural 
Understanding (SMCCU) is the best 
way to get all your questions – like 
why women have to cover themselves 
from head to toe – answered by a 

local speaker, all while you feast on 
a traditional meal of machboos 
(spiced rice), beef and lamb stews, 
hummus, and luqaimat (deep-fried 
dough balls drizzled with date 
syrup). SMCCU’s motto is “open 
doors, open minds”, and their aim is 
to clarify commonly held 
misconceptions about the Arab 
society. The nearby Dubai Museum, 
located in Al Fahidi Fort, is small in 
size but contains treasured 
remnants of Dubai’s early history 
and way of life in pre-oil times. One 
interesting aspect of the buildings in 
this area is that they’re made from 
coral rock, hence the unique colour 
– it’s not paint!

Walking further south along the 
creek will bring you to the Textile 
Souk, where Dubai’s renown as a 
trading hub is reflected in not just 
the jumble of embellished brocades 
but also in the shop signs 
announcing their source – you might 
spot some Indian, Malay or even 
Chinese names. This is also where 

Where to Stay
With the bustling souks just a few 
minutes’ walk away, the recently 
refurbished Sheraton Dubai Creek 
lets you take in the sights and 
sounds of Dubai Creek from the 
comfort of your room. You can 
watch the city light up as the sun 
sets, or enjoy a dinner cruise on one 
of the many dhows that have been 
converted into floating restaurants.

Where to eat 
As its name suggests, Creekside 
Dubai sits right on the banks of 
Dubai Creek – in fact, abra drivers 
often moor their boats here while 
on break. Apart from a 
mouthwatering selection of 
European-style breakfasts with the 
likes of French toast and granola 
with yoghurt, the “contemporary 
cultural space and café” also hosts 
art and craft workshops, film 
screenings, and exhibitions.

dUBai

the Bur Dubai Abra Station is 
located, and for just 1 dirham you’ll 
be ferried across the creek to Deira, 
where you can explore the gold and 
spice souks. We suggest allocating 
more time to the spice souk, 
because it truly does offer the widest 
range of spices, herbs, and nuts 
we’ve ever seen. You might end up 
bargaining with the stallholders for 
irresistibly cheap saffron, nutmeg, 
and fresh vanilla pods! If you have 
an exceptionally keen nose, you may 
even find a perfumer tucked away in 
a maze of back alleys that offers 
surprisingly accurate replicas of 
various famous fragrances.
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1. An art gallery at 
Alserkal Avenue,  
Al Quoz

2. See how meals 
were cooked in 
Bedouin camps

3. Converted 
warehouses make 
for lofty creative 
workspaces

4. A resting camel in 
the Dubai Desert 
Conservation Reserve

Day THREE 
In contrast to the rusty desert sand, 
Dubai’s coastline is an eye-popping 
stretch of white beach and brilliant 
turquoise sea, made even more 
paradisiacal by the man-made 
islands The Palm Jumeirah and  
The World. In fact, there are two 
more Palm islands currently under 
construction: Deira to the north and 
Jebel Ali to the south. To get a bird’s 
eye view of these and Dubai’s other 
engineering marvels, we suggest 
taking to the air with Seawings. 
Their 40-minute-long seaplane tours 
cover the entire length of Dubai’s 
coastline, passing by Dubai Creek 
and the city skyline. Your pilot may 
even circle The Palm Jumeirah to 
make sure passengers sitting on 
both sides of the plane can get that 
perfect shot of the iconic 
sail-shaped Burj Al Arab hotel. Do 
allocate extra time for slight delays, 
however, as the pilots usually try to 
take off in clear weather to give you 
the best possible view.

Once you’re back on the ground, 
head to Kite Beach to take a dip in 
the azure waters of the Arabian Gulf. 
Unlike the various artificial islands, 
this is a natural beach named after 
its most popular sea sport of 
kitesurfing, but you can also go 
kayaking, play beach volleyball, or 
simply join the candy-coloured pack 
of swimsuits and parasols for an 
afternoon of sunbathing. The public 
beach is also well-equipped with 
shower facilities, dining kiosks, and 
Dubai’s latest pop-up phenomenon: 
food trucks! Some of these food 
trucks are so popular that hunting 
them down is an adventure in itself 
– keep an eye out for names like 
SALT, Ghaf Kitchen, and Vida. 

For a little more exclusivity and 
some expertly mixed cocktails, our 
pick is Jetty Lounge at the beach of 
One&Only Royal Mirage. With its 
cool lounge music and unblocked 
view of the sunset, its the ideal place 
to unwind after seeing the many 
incredible sights of Dubai. Contrary 
to convention, Dubai’s beaches are 
best enjoyed outside of summer 
because temperatures at the height 
of the season can hit a blistering 45 
degrees Celsius.

above 
A bird’s-eye view of 
the iconic Burj Al Arab

5. Board the Seawings 
seaplane for an 
aerial tour of Dubai

Day TWo
The south-western end of Dubai 
presents a completely different scene 
from the old souks and marketplaces, 
with industrial factories, machinery 
parks, and workshops congregating in 
nondescript grids. At Al Quoz district, 
however, a small but growing 
community of artists and 
craftspeople have begun to take over 
old warehouses, turning the area into 
a creative oasis. Alserkal Avenue 
(www.alserkalavenue.ae), in 
particular, is an arts hub funded by 
the Alserkal family that aims to 
support local creative talents. When 
exploring the galleries and studios 
ensconced here, you may see Middle 
Eastern art in a new light as Arabic 
calligraphy, painting and weaving are 
combined with contemporary art 
styles to produce thought-provoking 
works. The expanding area is also 
home to co-working spaces, 
independent fashion boutiques, an 
organic grocer, and Dubai’s speciality 
coffee roasters. While it is outside of 
the usual tourist route, you can get 
there with a short taxi ride from either 
First Gulf Bank or Noor Islamic Bank 
metro station.

If the city is starting to feel too 

tame, travel inland for an overnight 
safari at the Dubai Desert 
Conservation Reserve with 
Platinum Heritage. Beginning with a 
sunset over the dunes, you’ll get to 
ride camels, experience a traditional 
Bedouin dinner, smoke shisha 
(water pipes), and sleep in the 
Bedouin camp. The following 
morning promises more adventure 
as you catch the sunrise from a 
pre-breakfast hot-air balloon ride 
before going on a wildlife drive in a 
vintage 1950s Land Rover. 

The animal you’re most likely to 
spot here is the white-coated 
Arabian Oryx which, in fact, was 
hunted to extinction in the 1970s. 
Luckily, they were saved by 
breeding programmes in zoos and 
later reintroduced into conservation 
areas. The knowledgeable guides 
will also patiently point out gazelles 
and falcons, as well as share how 
the different desert shrubs and 
trees were used as medicines, 
whitening creams, and even as 
toothbrushes and toothpaste. 
While a ghutra, or scarf, is provided 
to each guest to protect you from 
the fine desert sand, remember to Where to Stay

Located next 
to the 
seven-lane 
Sheikh 
Zayed Road 
that serves 
as the city’s 
main artery, 
Shangri-La 
Hotel, 
Dubai is a 3 

minutes’ walk from the nearest 
metro station and offers easy 
access to the convention centres 
and malls downtown so you can 
shop to your heart’s content – but 
only after you’ve chosen between a 
view of Dubai’s expansive beach 
and that of the city skyline 
featuring the Burj Khalifa. The hotel 
is also home to The Act Dubai: a 
unique Victorian-style nightlife 
theatre presenting light-hearted 
dinner shows, with food by 
award-winning chef Roberto 
Segura Gonzales. Seats are limited, 
so make your reservations in 
advance at www.theactdubai.com.

Where to eat 
Located along Sheikh Zayed 
Road at Al Quoz, Tom & Serg 
combines laid-back Melburnian 
café vibes with a mix of signature 
dishes from East and West – think 
burgers, shakshouka, and 
gado-gado – to create a dining 
experience that reflects Dubai’s 
diversity. Don’t forget to wash it all 
down with a cup of coffee, which is 
the café’s speciality. 

bring a jacket as the temperatures 
in the desert drop drastically at 
night – you’ll definitely be feeling 
the chill! For more information and 
to book your safari, visit  
platinum-heritage.com.
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GettinG there 

Emirates operates daily direct flights 
from Singapore and Kuala Lumpur 
to Dubai International Airport. 
Singapore Airlines and Malaysia 
Airlines also fly daily from Singapore 
and Kuala Lumpur respectively. 

GettinG around
The Dubai Metro and Dubai Tram 
systems connect you to various 
districts across the city with the use 
of a single stored-value smartcard, 
the Nol Card. If outdoor temperatures 
get too hot to bear, or if it’s a Friday 
(the Metro only starts at 2pm on 
Fridays), simply jump into any of the 
red-and-white taxis – but note that 
the pink-topped cabs, with women 
drivers, are reserved for women  
and families.

CLiMate 

Dubai’s tropical desert climate sees 
temperatures of up to 45 degrees 
Celsius during the hottest and most 
humid summer months of July and 
August. Winter, which falls between 
December and March, is the most 
comfortable time to visit with gently 
sunny 25-degree days.

CurrenCY 

AED 1 = S$0.38/RM1.06

FACT BOXabove
Dubai’s skyline at dusk

1. Al Nassma Camel 
Milk Chocolate in 
various flavours

2. The Dubai Aquarium 
in Dubai Mall

Day FoUR
To truly grasp how radically Dubai 
has been transformed over the past 
30 years, head to the Burj Khalifa, 
which is currently the tallest 
building in the world. The 
modern-looking tower was actually 
inspired by the triple lobes of the 
Hymenocallis flower and integrates 
elements of Islamic architecture, 
such as patterning and spiral 
minarets, into its design. Using a 
Tellscope augmented reality 
telescope installed at the 124th floor 
observation deck, you can travel 
through time to compare the 
360-degree view of Dubai before you 
with one from the 1980s, when the 
city was largely desert and the tallest 
building was Dubai’s World Trade 
Centre. There’s also the option to 
get an even better view from Burj 
Khalifa SKY at the 148th floor, or 555 
metres high. To help save on 
admission costs and queueing time, 
book your tickets online for a 
specific date and time slot at http://
tickets.atthetop.ae. 

Being a city of superlatives, it 
should come as no surprise that 
Dubai is also where you’ll find the 
largest choreographed fountain in 
the world – Dubai Fountain – and 
the world’s largest shopping mall. 
With over 1,200 shops, you might 
just have to spend an entire day to 

cover all of Dubai Mall, but it’s easy 
to keep children entertained here 
with the Dubai Aquarium, SEGA 
Republic theme park, and the 
155-million-year-old resident 
dinosaur, DubaiDino. 

If you’re looking for the perfect 
souvenir, here’s a suggestion: treat 
your loved ones to the world’s first 
and only camel milk chocolate from 
local producer Al Nassma. Because 
of its differences from cow’s milk, 
the company worked with Viennese 
chocolatiers for over two years to 
develop the perfect camel milk 
chocolate recipe, which is lighter 
and more refreshing than dairy milk 
chocolate. The chocolates, as well as 
camel milk coffee and pastries, are 
available at The Majlis Dubai café on 
the ground floor of Dubai Mall. 1
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