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As a child, Dwayne David 
Miller wanted to be a pilot 
when he grew up, and his 
family always told him to 
pursue whatever he wanted 
most. Miller was fascinated 
by the sky, by airplanes, 
by speed, by the idea of 
flying up until he was about 
sixteen years old. 
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That’s when the Olympics turned 
his eyes from the sky to the ground, 
in the best way possible.

The first time Miller remembers 
watching the Olympics was as a 
teenager at home in the summer of 
1996. By that time, he had already 
won an 800-meter race at the local 
high school championship on behalf 
of Excelsior High School in Kingston, 
Jamaica. Miller loved watching the 
soccer and cricket games in that 
Olympics, but he was captivated 
by the track-and-field races most 
of all. Seeing the runners sprinting 
around the track, performing on an 
international stage, ignited a spark 
in Miller. The majesty that could be 
obtained through the speed of the 
human machine inspired him. It was 
a new vision of flying …  running as 
flight. 

Miller was born and raised in 
Kingston, Jamaica on December 
13, 1979. His mom, Yvonne, and 
his father, Osmond, both had two 
sons each prior to marrying each 
other. His father’s sons, Howard and 
Anthony Miller, lived elsewhere 
while young Dwayne was growing 

up, but his mother’s sons, Anthony 
Morris and Vincent Blake, were a part 
of the household Miller grew up in. 
Anthony and Vincent taught Miller 
how to survive, how to get things 
done and endure through hardship. 
Beyond his parents, Anthony Morris 
had the greatest influence on Miller 

Born and raised 
in Kingston, 

Jamaica



as a child. “Anthony works so hard, 
nothing ever got him down,” Miller 
said. “He is a mover and a shaker.”

Family
In April 2010, Miller became a father 
to “the most beautiful little soul,” 
a boy that he and his wife named 
Jaden. “Holding him in my arms for 
the first time was one of the most 

amazing feelings, a bigger and better 
high than winning a huge race.” 
Miller couldn’t believe how much 
emotion was flowing through him at 
that moment … it was remarkable. It 
wasn’t a huge transition for Miller to 
become a father, but Jaden, who  is 
now four, became his new motivation. 
His boy is his star, his joy in life. Miller 
hopes to impart to Jaden that fighting 

spirit, to never give up, to pursue his 
passion, whether that’s in sport, art, 
music, whatever. As a father, Miller 
wants for his son to have the desire 
and the drive to act. He wants him to 
find his ultimate happiness. 

The year that he and his wife  
separated, Miller was able to 
return to Jamaica for the first 
time since his father’s funeral,  



and his family was finally able to meet his son Jaden. 
Those were the only two times he has returned to Jamaica 
since moving to the United States in 1997. It been hard 
for Miller’s family to have him gone from Kingston since 
he was 17 years old, especially because he was the person 
everyone came to confide in and talk to in times of 
trouble. It’s been particularly hard for Yvonne. It’s been 
difficult for Miller, too, as evidenced by how this impacted 
him before during his college years. “I miss them,  
and to not have that family at home or close by, it’s hard. 
Holidays are really hard, I try to be at work at those times 
to keep busy.” Miller goes on to say that it’s difficult, too, 
to not be able to have his family more directly involved in 
Jaden’s life, though thanks to services like Skype, Miller 
is able to talk to his family in Kingston almost daily.

When his wife and Miller separated two years ago, they 
agreed to shared custody of Jaden, but Miller is the 
primary caretaker for him. It’s a daily struggle to be a 
single dad, to make life better for Jaden, let alone himself, 
but his son comes first. Miller chuckled when I asked if 
he could see how his life mirrors much of Chris Gardner’s 
life, made famous by the film The Pursuit of Happyness. 

He says that he is hoping for a similar successful ending, 
some kind of breakthrough and payoff for all that he 
does.

 

Miller admits that since his son’s birth, he has have never 
stopped thinking about his track career. Running for him 
is a passion and a gift that he relishes. Miller has been 
training on his own on and off since 2009, but as a working 
single parent, his free time is very sporadic and limited. 
Though training is going well, it is not without some 
serious struggles. It is quite a task to be very productive 
at practice when most nights Dwayne leave his second 
job around 2 A.M. It’s a complicated position to be in. 
The 2016 Olympics is fast approaching and time is of the 
essence. Still, Miller is confident that he can accomplish 
his life goal of becoming an Olympian.
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Miller was at George Mason University 
until January 2001, at which point 
he realized change was in order. He 
decided to move to California for new 
opportunities. If there’s one thing Miller 
wishes he could change about his past, 
it would be his education – he wishes 
there had been some way to finish his 
university degree. It just wasn’t possible 
with all that Miller had to deal with.

In October 2001, Miller’s father passed 
away. Miller went to Jamaica for the 
ceremony, and remembers feeling 
overwhelmed. “I was walking to the 
church where the funeral was going to 
be held, and I couldn’t get myself to walk 
across the street. I was too emotional.” 
Miller had lost one of his greatest heroes 

The Challenge
and friends. “I miss him every 
day.”

Shortly after his 21st birthday, Miller 
noticed pain and problems with his eyes, 
and ended up going to the UCLA Hospital 
in 2002. The doctor who attended him hinted 
that Miller possibly had glaucoma without really 
explaining it, most likely because it is so rare for someone 
younger than 50 years old to have. The doctor went so far 
as to suggest that Miller should try smoking marijuana for the 
pain, because otherwise there weren’t really any other medical 
answers or remedies for what he was going through. Miller waived 
the suggestion off, because as a coach and athlete, marijuana just wasn’t 
something he had any desire to get involved with.

After noticing that he was losing sight in his right eye in 2004, Miller sought out 
medical help again and this time got an official diagnosis of glaucoma. He was floored 
at the news. They told him it was because he was Jamaican - it’s not necessarily 
genetic, but just very common among Jamaicans and anyone from countries near 



the equator (especially 
the Caribbean). Other 
things like being raised 
in a country with a lot 
of outdoor exposure, 
different sanitation 
measures, and lack 
of caution regarding 
general injuries 
occurred during play 
as a child were all 
considered factors, too.  
However, Miller’s case 
was definitely unique 
because of his age.

Without treatment, 
Miller was told he 
would end up blind. The 
treatment he needs for 
his glaucoma involves a 
few surgeries, as well as 
taking prescription eye-
drops, three different 
kinds, three times a 

day, in order to keep his 
eye pressure down. The 
cash cost for those eye-
drops totals $1000 a 
month or more without 
insurance, which in 
Miller’s case means he 
cannot afford it.

Dwayne’s eyesight was 
rapidly failing in his 
right eye, and to a lesser 
extent in his left eye. 
Desperate, he finally 
started treatment, 
paying piecemeal, but 
could not continue 
after a while due to the 
expense still being too 
much to bear. The first 
and only surgery he 
had in 2007, to relieve 
the pressure and help 
with fluid draining in 
2007, cost him around 

Without treatment, miller 
Was told he Would end up 

blind.



$2,500. There were two weeks of recovery time after the surgery where 
Miller wasn’t able to work or really do much at all other than lay in bed. 
This financial setback for Miller was considerable. 

He had more people than himself relying on his income, such as family back 
in Jamaica, to various extents. “I provide money to my whole family, though 
I don’t necessarily support them entirely. I help them whenever I can.”

There’s one more in-office surgery Miller has been advised to get as soon as 
possible, in order to remove scar tissue build-up because it is contributing to 
his rapid loss of sight. Doctors have estimated that he has about six years or 
less before he is completely blind. The surgery will cost around $500, which 
is just not possible for Miller right now. Also, Miller needs to have anywhere 
from one week to one month available to take time off of work, which he 
simply cannot afford to do. Another surgery, to correct the amblyopia 
(commonly known as “lazy eye”) resulting from his glaucoma, seems  
completely out of reach.

“i provide money to my whole family, though 
i don’t necessarily support them entirely.  
i help them whenever i can.”



His view of the Olympics parallels 
his view of what The American 
Dream is today. Even though its 
definition has been hotly debated 
over the years, to Miller, the 
American Dream at its core it is 
the chance for anyone to achieve 
success, greatness, or security 
through dedicated effort and work. 
This ideal is what drove Miller 
to seek out opportunities in the 
United States. And having recently 
been made an official American 
citizen as of February 2014, part of 
that American Dream for Miller 
extends to that global platform: 
running on Team USA in the 
2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de 
Janerio.

Miller first came to the U.S.A. in for 
both better educational and athletic 
opportunities. Miller obtained a 
track-and-field scholarship to the 
Southern University New Orleans 

t H A t 
AmeRicAn 
dReAm foR 
m i l l e R 
e x t e n d s 
to tHAt 
g l o b A l 
plAtfoRm: 
R u n n i n g 
on teAm 
usA in 
tHe 2016 
s u m m e R 
olympics 
in Rio de 
JAneRio.

(SUNO) in Louisiana when he was 17 years old, 
following his second high school championship win. 
SUNO was a school known for producing Olympic 
runners. Miller was there from August of that year 
through June 1998.

Being in the States didn’t prove to be a problematic 
transition for Miller, and he initially adapted well 
to life at SUNO. “It was a good black community, a 
black university, so it didn’t feel that different from 
Jamaica other than general quality of life aspects, like 
utilities.” Miller states that he was still fortunate not to 
experienced any racism in the local New Orleans area, 
though, with one exception that he said was not even 
worth going into. Most people welcomed him with 
open arms – as the now-American Miller says with an 
ironic smile, “Everyone likes Jamaicans, right?”



Our Champion
Year Event Time World’s Best Times

1998 4x400m 46.2 (3:05) WR 43.1 (2:54.20)

1998 4x400m 44.9 (3:04) WR 43.1 (2:54.20)

1999 400m 45.9 WR 43.18

1999 4x400 45.8 44.0 (2:58.91)

2001 400m 46.1 44.64

2001 4x400m 45.8 43.9 (2:58.19)

2007 4x400m 45.4 2:55.56

2009 500m 1:04



Event Location Year Time

800m High School Championship 1996 1:52.5

800m High School Championshp 1997 1:52.0

800m 4th Place NAIA Championship 1998 1:51.7

4x400m  NAIA Championship 1998 46.3

800m 8th Place World Junior Championship 1998 1:49.25

4x400m 3rd Place World Junior Championship 1998 44.92

400m 2nd Place IC4A Championship 1999 45.90

4x400m 3rd Place IC4A Championship 1999 45.8

400m Champion California Junior College 2001 46.1

4x400 California Junior College 2001 46.2

400m 2004 46.4

4x400m 2007 45.4

400m 2009 46.9

400m 2011 46.8

4x400m 2013 46.1 



His Goal

$96,60000
Equipment

Coaching

Personal Training

Nutrition

Meals

Transportation

Therapy

Track Meets/Fees

Childcare

Rent

To raise in 14 Months (aprox. $6900.00 monthly)

These funds make it possible for Miller to focus, 
full time, on training to get to Rio.
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