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Kids consignment sales spread benefits around
Good deals for buyers and sellers often help needy as well
   AADDRRAAIINNNNEE GGRRAAYY

For the Journal-Constitution

In the world of kids' consignment sales, the well-worn adage gets a small twist: One mom's junk is another
mom's treasure.
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Children grow and develop fast, so toys and clothes become useless quickly -- sometimes before they are even
used. There are lots of brand-new clothes hanging on those engorged sales racks at church consignment sales
and in consignment shops, just as there are overflowing bins of barely hugged stuffed animals and slightly
scratched toys.

What's lost appeal to someone's 3-year-old may be just the thing for your 2-year-old.

"Consigning helps me to clean out my closets," said Trina Hurt, Gwinnett mother of two. "I sell 85 percent of
what I bring to sales. I exchange the old for the gently new."

In many cases, consignment sales benefit not only the sellers and shoppers, but leftover goods often go on to
those in need.

When consigners drop off items for the sale, they indicate on a registration form if they want their merchandise
donated. Consigners who don't return to pick up items that didn't sell, forfeit their things.

"We donate [remaining items] to the Lilburn Cooperative," said Jeri Lynn Cunningham, who helps organize one of
the largest annual consignment sales in the county. She said that donating items she knows will be appreciated
by parents and children in need "makes me have that [good] feeling inside."

Small Ones Consignment Sale in Dacula donates left-over sale items to a battered women's shelter in Lumpkin
County. "People are more interested in leaving [their items] for a shelter," said Karyl Walton, sales organizer.

Funds raised by sales also go to good causes, such as community programs. Consigners -- those who supplied
items for the sale -- usually net 70 percent of a sale and the organizers take the rest. Churches like Loganville
First United Methodist and New Prospect United Methodist in Buford return earnings to church youth programs.

"A lot of people don't even ask [who benefits from the proceeds], but I will tell consigners," said Kathy Corbett,
sale volunteer. "It's not used to just build a bathroom or something -- it goes to the children." Corbett stresses
the need for shoppers to understand that at some sales, their money is going to a good cause -- not solely in
the pockets of others.

At Sola Fide Lutheran Church in Lawrenceville, consignment profits have been used to help build a Lutheran
school in India and three pregnancy crisis centers in Russia. A high school on an Apache reservation in Arizona
also has benefited from the church's yearly consignment sales.

Knowing consignment sales help save money and serve a purpose makes some, like AJ and Susan Goodrich, avid
donators and shoppers.

"We will donate clothing and small infant things before toys," said AJ Goodrich, father and 10-year shopper of
kid consignment sales in the county. But what they get rid of and gain isn't really the appeal, the Goodriches
said.

"Helping somebody is all that really matters," AJ Good-rich said.
Photo: Kenneth Moses, 6, and Kiernan Corbett, 2, play while their parents set up the sale at New Prospect UMC.
/ BEN GRAY / Staff
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Photo: Andrea Tyle of Bethlehem loads a clothes rack before the opening of the kids consignment sale at New
Prospect United Methodist Church in Buford. / BEN GRAY / Staff

Photo: Consignment sale signs. / BEN GRAY / Staff

Graphic: UPCOMING SALES

Thursday-Saturday: Small Ones Consignment Sale, 1505 Windsong Park Drive, Dacula. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday,
8:30-2 p.m. Saturday. Donations to battered women's shelter. 678-482-0032

Friday-Saturday: Raising Rainbows Children's Consignment Sale, Loganville First United Methodist Church, 221
Main St., Loganville; 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday. Donations to Goodwill, Shepherd's Staff
and the church school. 770-554-6066 or 770-466-3641.

Oct. 1-2: Kid's Connection Consignment Sale, Apalachee Crossing Clubhouse, 900 Tributary Way, Dacula. 8 a.m.
-2 p.m. each day. Donations to the American Kidney Fund, the Salvation Army and a percentage to a local
church. 770-962-2173.

--Sandra Breaden, Web master of www.bargainwatcher.com contributed to this list.
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