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5. John Travolta

Musical: “Grease,” “SaturdayNightFever,”
“Hairspray”

Toughguy: “PulpFiction,” “GetShorty,”
“BrokenArrow,” “Face/Off”

Travoltawasalreadyahouseholdname
witha stringof hit films suchas “Carrie”
and the sitcom“WelcomeBack,Kotter,”
andhis performances asDannyZuko in
“Grease” anddiscodancingTonyManero in
“SaturdayNightFever”madehimasuper-
star. Itwasn’t until the ’90s, afterQuentin
Tarantino revivedTravolta’s careerwith
“PulpFiction,” didhe showhe could switch
gears and shine as adrugdealer, gangster
andcriminal. Then in 2007whenhe showed
up indragasEdnaTurnblad in “Hairspray,”
anewgenerationwas reminded that the
actorwasa songanddanceman.

4. Gerard Butler
Musical: “ThePhantomof theOpera”

Toughguy: “300,” “Dracula 2000,” “Attila
theHun”

Butlermakes our list for his extreme
choices and intense approach toboth
genreswith astonishing results. Inbetween
playing ruthless rulersAttila theHunand
SpartanKingLeonidas inZackSnyder’s
groundbreaking “300,”Butler tackled the
coveted title role in the filmadaptationof
AndrewLloydWebber’s “ThePhantomof
theOpera.”His brilliant renditionof “The
Music of theNight” showedaudienceshe
had the chops tomakeus (almost) forget
MichaelCrawford.

3. Patrick Swayze

Musical: “DirtyDancing,”Broadwaypro-
ductions of “Grease” and “Chicago”

Toughguy: “RoadHouse,” “PointBreak,”
“RedDawn,” “Outsiders”

Growinguparoundhismother’s dance
studio inHouston, Swayzewasdestined to
strut.His bigbreak camewhenhewas cast
asDannyZuko in theoriginalBroadway
productionof “Grease.”And longbefore
burley athletes beganhoofing it upon
“DancingWith theStars,” Swayzewas
pullingBabyout of a corner and intomovie
history inhismemorableperformanceas
theCatskills resort dance instructor,
JohnnyCastle, in “DirtyDancing.”Through
the ’80s, heplayed the strongand respon-
sible older brother fighting gangs andRus-
sians in “TheOutsiders” and “RedDawn,”
respectively. Itwashis back-to-back roles
as a roughand ruggedbouncer in “Road
House” anda surfingbank robber in “Point
Break” that earnedhimsome toughguy
street cred.

2. Hugh Jackman

Musical: “LesMisérables,”TonyAwards
host, stageproductions of “Oklahoma!,”
“Beauty and theBeast” and “TheBoyFrom
Oz”

Toughguy: “X-Men,” “X-MenOrigins:
Wolverine,” “VanHelsing”

Theopening sceneof “LesMisérables”
reveals abarely recognizable Jackman
shackled in chainspulling a ship intodock
witha ropeduringamonsoon, allwhile
singingwithuntethered emotionand
depth.Theperformerhasbecome the
epitomeof themodern-day triple threat:
HewonaTonyAward in 2004 asbest actor
in amusical for his portrayal ofAustralian
singer-songwriterPeterAllen in “TheBoy
FromOz”andhe’s the focus ofOscar talk
for his performanceas JeanValjean in “Les
Misérables.”Hegainedahuge fanboybase
as the gruff andbroodingWolverine in the
“X-Men” film franchise.He’ll next reprise
thepopular role in “TheWolverine,” dueout
this year.All that anda journalismdegree
toboot.

1. James Cagney

Musical: vaudeville tapdancer, “YankeeDoodleDandy”

Toughguy: “ThePublicEnemy,” “AngelsWithDirtyFaces”

Despite his first job in a revueas
a femaledancer in a chorus line andan
early resumeof light comedies,Cagney
set the standardas thequintessential
toughguy.Hegainednotoriety for his
gangster characters beginningwith
TomPowers in “ThePublicEnemy” in
1931.His style hasbeen imitated yet never
replicated.EvenTonySoprano idolized
him. In the1930s and ’40s, he co-starred

alongside otherbadguys suchasHum-
phreyBogart andEdwardG.Robinson,
further cementinghis gangster persona.
So itwas rather ironic thathewonhis
onlyOscar for his remarkableportrayal of
themusical composer-dancer-actorGeorge
M.Cohan in “YankeeDoodleDandy” in
1942.
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ing,” above,
and in “Point
Break.”

Tough guys do dance and sing. With two
of Hollywood’s biggest manly men now starring in the same film,
there’s a good chance that some of their male fans secretly wish they
were seeingWolverine versus Maximus. Instead, Hugh Jackman and
Russell Crowe are foes in a battle of song in the musical “Les Mis-
érables.” While both actors have made their mark playing heroes
boasting super strength and bravado, plenty of moviegoers were sur-
prised to see them singing operatic style with equal passion and gran-
deur.

While a triple threat nowadays means writer-actor-director, back
in the Golden Age of Hollywood, movie performers were expected to
be able to sing, dance and act with equal ability. If you look west of
Broadway, such multifaceted talents are now few and far between.
What better time to take a look at our top five actors who can

shoot ’em up, step it up and belt it out. Our criteria: males who can
portray a bona-fide tough guy with panache and undeniable believ-
ability but who have been known to sing or dance proficiently, prefer-
ably in the style that would fit on the stage of musical theater.

BYLIESL BRADNER >>>
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érables.”
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CULTURE MONSTER
MUSIC
Organrecital:
NathanLaube

WaltDisneyConcertHall
7:30p.m.Sunday

$43-$65

THEATER
‘TheMother…
With theHat’

SouthCoastRepertory,
JulianneArgyrosStage

Previewsat 2p.m.Sunday,
7:45p.m.Tuesday-
Thursday; regular

performances Jan.12-27
$20-$70

MUSUEMS
‘Cleopatra:

TheExhibition’
CaliforniaScienceCenter

ClosesSunday
$12.75-$26

MUSIC
Esenbachconducts
Tchaikovsky

WaltDisneyConcertHall
8 p.m.FridayandSaturday,

2 p.m.Sunday
$23.75-$187

THEATER
CheekByJowl:

‘ ’TisPityShe’s aWhore’
RalphFreudPlayhouse

atUCLA
Opens 8p.m. Jan. 9

Ends Jan.12
$40-$65

5DAYS
OUT

Highlights of the week
ahead in arts, music and

performance


