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Festive tradition revived at GCU  

Annual Hanging of Greens returns as faculty serves dinner to students 
 
Rebecca I. Allen 
Special for The Republic 
Dec. 9, 2006 12:00 AM  
 
Grand Canyon University revived a half-century-long tradition this week with its once-again-annual Hanging of the Greens.  
 
About 200 students, staff and faculty - current and retired - attended the dinner, caroling and campus-decorating festivities, which began in 1951 and features faculty 
members serving the students dinner. 
 
"It was already an old, ingrained tradition," said the program's co-chair Anna Faith Smith, a faculty member who has been with the school for 30 years. "I remember the 
old faculty guys serving us when I was a student."  
 
Some of the founding members of the self-dubbed "Order of the Unmuzzled Ox" returned to the 65-year-old private Christian college to help revive the tradition that 
fizzled a few years ago during the school's ownership transition.  
 
"It's important to bring back old traditions," said Brent Richardson, the college's CEO since 2004. 
 
The "Order of the Unmuzzled Ox" name is based on a Law of Moses stated in the Old Testament and repeated in 1 Corinthians 9:9, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it 
treads out the grain." 
 
Staff member Faith Weese explained that the name means "the servant gets their meal free because of their willingness to serve." 
 
Lisa Eggebrecht's grandfather Paul Young, who died several years ago, is credited with starting the group as early as 1951, "It was a big deal to him," recalled 
Eggebrecht, holding her 7-month-old son Noah.  
 
She began working at the school right after her graduation 10 years ago. "It has such a family atmosphere," she said. "The faculty and staff touch your lives and you 
never want to leave." 
 
Retired baseball coach Dave Brazell, who joined the faculty in 1951, wore the red vest with brass buttons the group made when the tradition began.  
 
"I forgot to wear mine," laughed Ralph Bryan, 83, who retired in 2004 after teaching English for 31 years. 
 
Bryan thinks students look forward to seeing their professors doing something other than "standing at the front of the class and lecturing." 
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