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Freeway upgrades applauded  

Anthem welcomes I-17 accelerated roadway projects 
Rebecca I. Allen 
 
Special for The Republic 
Dec. 20, 2006 12:00 AM  
 
The Maricopa Association of Government's expedited plans to 
add lanes to the 6-mile stretch of Interstate 17 between 
Carefree Highway and Anthem Way are not only welcomed but 
considered past due. Anthem residents have clamored for the 
improvements for years. 
 
"I don't think it's soon enough," said Butch See, a five-year 
Anthem resident and member of the Parkside Community 
Association. "When I first moved here there were only about 
100 homes, wasn't that much traffic at all, now it's traffic 24 
hours a day." 
 
Plans to speed up construction of six Valley freeway projects 
by as much as 14 years were approved by the state 
Transportation Department, on the recommendation of the 
MAG board. That includes adding a third lane to Interstate 17 
from Carefree Highway to Anthem Way. It moved to a 2009 
start from 2023.  
 
The money to accelerate the construction comes from a $307 
million appropriation, called the Statewide Transportation 
Acceleration Needs account, or STAN, approved by the state 
Legislature in July. Sixty percent of that money goes to 
Maricopa County projects. 
 
Supervisor Andrew Kunasek has heard from residents about 
the escalating traffic on I-17 since he took office nine years 
ago. While the supervisors had hoped money would be 
allocated to add lanes as far north as New River Road, they 
are happy with what they got. 
 
"I think everyone in Anthem, in Flagstaff, in Prescott and in 
Phoenix recognizes there is a bottleneck there at the I-17 and 
that's why they allocated this year's STAN money for it," said 
Jim Bloom, Kunasek's chief of staff. "This is an important 
victory for the North Valley. It's what we hoped for." 
 

 



The bumper-to-bumper traffic on I-17 has adversely affected 
public safety, businesses and the housing market in Anthem, 
according to business owners, residents and the Daisy 
Mountain Fire District. 
 
I-17 is the only public access in and out of Anthem. The nearly 
10 square miles of the state's largest subdivision straddles the 
freeway about 15 miles north of Bell Road. Until 2004, Anthem 
was jokingly referred to as the "world's largest cul-de-sac" 
because it had just one exit off the freeway. Now residents 
have two freeway exits but still only one freeway. 
 
When Doreen Drew bought her home in Anthem the week Del 
Webb opened the master-planned community in 1999, getting 
to and from the Valley was not a problem.  
 
"In 1999 and 2000, there was hardly any (traffic)," said Drew, a 
Realtor. "You could get to Bell Road in 10 minutes. Now it's 
brutal, especially on the weekends, it can take a half hour to 
get to Bell." 
 
Much of the traffic is created from travelers from the Valley 
heading north for the weekend. 
 
Drew said some residents opt to move when the commute gets 
too much. "I just got a call this morning from someone who is 
moving to Scottsdale," she said last week. "They want to be 
closer to their work." 
 
Tammy Jewell, manager of Garden Angel Tea Room in the 
Anthem Commerce Park, agreed. "Three years ago, not that 
many people were up here so people were willing to make the 
commute. Now the commute is so long they are moving out of 
Anthem," Jewell said. "In order to have those high-paying jobs 
you have to live in town." 
 
Jewell moved to Anthem more than three years ago and has 
managed the restaurant for two years. She believes the traffic 
has caused a drop in their business. "We are definitely affected 
as far as how many people are willing to brave the traffic to 
come up from Phoenix and go shopping at the outlets and stop 
here to have lunch," she said. 
 
Dennis Tyrrell, a captain with the Daisy Mountain Fire District, 
said the congestion on I-17 is responsible for a lot of vehicle 
accidents and the emergency service personnel often have a 
difficult time getting to the sites. He believes the added freeway 
lanes will help improve response times. 
 
"(The lanes) will help reduce the congestion, which will help 
reduce the number of accidents," Tyrrell said. "Whether it's a 
major incident in Anthem or an accident on the I-17, it should 



definitely help ease the access problems we have now in that 
stretch." 
 
 
 
The Republic's commuting columnist, Bob Golfen, 
contributed to this article. 
 
 
 
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/1220phx-
freeway1220Z3.html# 
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