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New firehouse 'infill' site OK'd  

Station 60 construction may start in December  
Rebecca I. Allen 
Special for The Republic 
Oct. 21, 2006 12:00 AM  
A new Phoenix firehouse will mark the first of the city's "infill stations" approved by voters in 2001. Construction of Fire Station 
60 could begin as early as December on 2.5 acres of now-vacant land on Townley Avenue, one block south of Dunlap Avenue, 
between 23rd Avenue and Interstate 17. The city razed two homes on the land, sandwiched between an existing office park 
and a planned townhome development, after it was purchased earlier this year. 
 
"Fortunately for us these houses were for sale," said Ken Leake, division chief, Fire Department facilities management. "We 
didn't have to use eminent domain." 
 
Of the 10 new fire stations voters approved in the 2001 bond program, three are "infill stations," to be built in established areas 
that have experienced growth and where the number of calls is particularly high.  
 
Fire stations in central Phoenix experience upward of 4,000 calls per year, Leake said. Pushing the average response time for 
some stations beyond the target four minutes per call. 
 
"It's crept up over five minutes in some areas," Leake said. "That drives the necessity to put in another station." 
 
Firefighters in the nation's fifth-largest city have an average response time of just under five minutes. The department has 
1,886 members, 51 fire stations, with five more under construction, and a $220 million budget. Phoenix also dispatches 
firefighters for 17 other Valley agencies.  
 
Station 60's 9,000 square-foot firehouse, with an estimated cost of $3.2 million, will accommodate up to two 4-firefighter crews. 
When it opens in summer 2007, the green, or environmentally friendly, station will house one paramedic engine company.  
 
The original site for Station 60 purchased by the city was too narrow, so Phoenix officials worked out a land swap with the 
neighboring company, ICP 2100, LLC, to get a rectangular-size site conducive to building the firehouse.  
 
"We looked at how to access the site, and for many reasons our design works better with a rectangle," Leake said. "So we 
traded off half the land we bought in trade for a portion (of their land) that made our site more square." 
 
The land is now zoned for a parking lot and is making its way through the city's rezoning process. 
 
City officials held two public meetings about the new station, one in May 2005 and a second Wednesday. Councilman Claude 
Mattox, who has represented the area for seven years, said originally some neighbors expressed concern about potential 
noise.  
 
"We addressed that. We're not going to go full siren out the door until we get to the arterial (street)," Mattox said. "They (the 
neighbors) are not opposing us. They are, in fact, supporting us." 
 
Leake said regardless of where the stations are located, the Fire Department does not control where the calls for service come 
from.  
 
"Whether we have a station there or not we'd be responding to the same calls," Leake said. 
 
Although firefighters have limited discretion within a neighborhood, Leake said all fire personnel follow Arizona traffic laws.  
 
"We are bound to the traffic statutes," Leake said. "If we're going to respond in Code 3 manner it's lights and sirens, always, for 
emergency calls." 
 
 
 
Reach the reporter at rebeccaallen@cox.net. 
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