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Shortcut to school 
improved 
Rebecca I. Allen 
Special for The Republic 
Dec. 19, 2006 02:45 PM  
Sixth-grader Ubania Villalpando used to crawl under a fence, walk through a drainage ditch 
and jump over a wall to take a shortcut to school in northeast Phoenix.  
 
"It was really horrible," Villalpando said. "I really didn't like to pass that way at all, but I had to 
pass it."  
 
Thanks to a joint effort by Phoenix, Palomino community members and business owners, the 
neighborhood children now have a smooth concrete path to use to the two Palomino 
elementary schools. The path cuts the kids' commute 10 to 15 minutes, or about in half, and 
avoids crossing a busy street.  
 
Palomino 1, 15833 N. 29th St., has classes for kindergartners to third-graders and Palomino II, 
15815 N. 29th St., has fourth- to sixth-graders. 
 
"Now I feel more safe," Villalpando said. 
 
The $600,000 project was paid for with 2001 bond funds and money from the city's Safe Path 
to School Program. It took more than a year to complete and required relocating two families, 
demolishing two old mobile homes in the neighborhood of 28th Street and Beverly Lane, 
building a wall, sidewalks and the lighted path. 
 
The endeavor came about after parents and school officials complained that children taking the 
shortcut used to trespass on private property and slip through an 18-inch-wide opening. A few 
even got stuck, either while wiggling under a fence or trying to climb a 6-foot wall.  
 
"You know kids. They are going to find the shortest and most direct path to get school," said 
David Ramirez, a city spokesman. 
 
Palomino is a low- to moderate-income neighborhood bordered by 32nd Street and Cave 
Creek Road, Greenway and Bell roads, and is in the Paradise Valley Unified School District. 
The Palomino Coalition, a public-private alliance, and the Northeast Phoenix Neighborhood 
Action Alliance, a business coalition, worked with the Councilwoman Peggy Neely to come up 
with a solution. 
 
City officials staged a ribbon cutting for the 150-foot path last week. The Palomino Choir sang 
and students gave Councilwoman Peggy Neely a homemade stone tile, painted with "Safe 
Path," "Peggy Neely" and an imprint of Villalpando's feet - painted pink. 
 
"This is why we did what we did," Neely said to the students. "You give us hope." 
 
Neely thanked the numerous groups involved with the project, including the city police, streets 
and transportation departments, the school district and the community.  
 
"It's all about strong partnerships," Neely said. 
 
Desert Mission Neighborhood Renewal, a non-profit community development corporation, won 
the city's Request for Proposal to buy the lots back from the city and build affordable market 
housing. Two homes will be built next year. The money from the land sale, estimated at 
$80,000, will go back into the blight bond fund, according to Tim Bolling, deputy director, 
neighborhood services department 
 
"We're really excited," said Joel McCabe, the organization's real estate development manager. 
"Any place where there is a need and we can help." 
 
Althea Boss, 75, who lives next door to the new path, said some students still like to walk along 
the tall block wall, "but at least now they don't have to." 

 



 
Boss has lived in the neighborhood for 31 years. She said it was sad to watch parents wave 
goodbye to their kids as they shimmied under the gate to the drainage ditch.  
 
 
 
Reach the reporter at rebeccaallen@cox.net. 
 
http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/1219phx-safepath1220.html# 
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