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Gary Mascaro has yet to learn to fly a plane but he has turned his longtime aviation passion into a 
full-time career. 
 
The idea of flight captured his heart when a high school friend took him up in a four-seat Cessna 172.  
 
"It's different. In a smaller aircraft you really get the feeling you are in the air and really flying," he 
said.  
 
Mascaro took over the controls as the new manager of the Phoenix Deer Valley Airport on Nov. 21. 
He spent the previous seven years as assistant aviation director at Scottsdale Airport.  
 
The New York native, who graduated from Arizona State University with a degree in aeronautical 
management in 1997, finds the interaction among Deer Valley aviation enthusiasts exciting.  
 
"Everybody talks to everybody," Mascaro said. "They are all very involved. It's like a family." 
 
At any given time of day some contingent of pilots can usually be found in the airport restaurant, 
which overlooks the runways, talking planes, repairs and weather.  
 
At Deer Valley, Mascaro oversees the day-to-day operations and supervises a staff of 15 at the 
nation's third-busiest general aviation airport. General aviation consists of all flying except for military 
and scheduled airline operations, including single and multi-engine piston, turboprops, helicopters 
and business jets. 
 
Deer Valley Airport opened in 1960 at Seventh Avenue and Deer Valley Road. Phoenix purchased it 
in 1971. The facility topped 400,000 takeoffs and landings on its two runways this year. More than 
1,250 aircraft call the airport home, along with two flight schools and two fixed-based operators, 
called FBOs, which provide services and amenities. 
 
Mascaro, a Phoenix resident, said his biggest challenges are coordinating an update to the airport's 
master plan and an upgrade of the security system that allows access to the airfield. 
 
The airport's master plan was last updated in 1986. The current update will look out 20 years and 
evaluate the airport's ability to meet future needs, what facilities are needed and how to pay for them.  
 
"We need to figure out where we are heading in the future," Mascaro said. 
 
Phoenix officials hired Scottsdale-based airport consultants Coffman and Associates to facilitate the 
master plan update, which began in April, and includes deciding what to do with the airport's unused 
300 acres.  
 
In addition to Phoenix's plans, the Federal Aviation Administration is building a new control tower at 
Deer Valley. It should open in 2007, coinciding with the installation of new radar equipment at the 



FAA's Union Hills Drive and Central Avenue location - something the Valley's aviation community is 
buzzing about.  
 
"Some of the mountains in the Valley shade the lower altitudes," said Ed Chauza, president of the 
Deer Valley Pilot Association. "With the new north radar they (air controllers) will be able to see 
planes on the radar lower." 
 
Mascaro joining the Deer Valley Airport family pleased Chauza. In the last two years the airport had 
three interim managers. Chauza believes Mascaro, who has served on the board of the Arizona 
Airports Association for five years and is its current president, will provide stability. 
 
"Things were in a state of flux," Chauza said. "It's very good we have a permanent airport manager. 
That was one of the things the tenants were pushing for." 
 
One day Mascaro may have the controls as a group of those tenants fly off for a "$100 hamburger," 
the term for flying to an outlying airport, such as Sedona or Payson, for lunch. For now he's still 
contemplating getting his pilot's license and feels content to let others pilot the planes while he takes 
care of business on the ground.  
 
Aside from sharing the airport with so many others who share his passion, Mascaro said, "The best 
part of this job is when I walk out on the deck and smell the jet fuel in the morning."  
 
 
 
FROM: http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/northphoenix/articles/1230phx-
dvairport1230Z3.html# 


