
San Diego Skyline

 SIGHTS
■ GASLAMP QUARTER
gaslamp.org
The Victorian National Historic District 
comprises 16 blocks of shopping, art 
galleries and trendy restaurants, in addition 
to the city’s most popular nightlife venues. 
Start your exploration at Horton Plaza 
outdoor shopping center, and catch the 
Old Town Trolley for guided tours. 

■ OLD TOWN SAN DIEGO
oldtownsandiego.org
Considered to be the “birth place” of 
California, Old Town offers a glimpse 
into local colonial life (1821 to 1872). 
Shops, museums and the famous 
Whaley House, known as one of the 
most haunted houses in the country, 
await your visit—if you dare! 

■ SAN DIEGO ZOO AND SAFARI PARK
sandiegozoo.org
sdzsafaripark.org
One of the largest and best zoos in the 
country, the San Diego Zoo is a must for 
visitors. Bus tours are available since 
there’s so much ground to cover. The Safari 
Park is a wildlife sanctuary home to over 
3,500 animals, representing 400 species. 

■ MISSION SAN DIEGO DE ALCALA
10818 San Diego Mission Road
missionsandiego.com
California’s fi rst mission of the 21 missions 
in the state, Mission San Diego was 
founded in 1769. Tour the grounds and 
mission while learning about the rich 
history of California. 

■ USS MIDWAY MUSEUM
910 North Harbor Drive
midway.org
Take some time to visit the history of the 
longest-serving Navy aircraft carrier of the 
20th century. The fl oating city museum is 
a prominent part of the city’s backdrop. 

■ BALBOA PARK
1549 El Prado
balboapark.org
America’s largest urban cultural park is 
home to more than 25 museums and 
attractions. Ride the carousel, see a play or 
walk through one of eight gardens. It’s also 
home to the city’s zoo, so plan for a full day. 

■ CORONADO ISLAND
coronadovisitorcenter.com
This island beach town offers a stunning 
shoreline and glorious mansions. 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz author L. Frank 
Baum wintered on the island, which is 
also home to the Hotel del Coronado, a 
120-year-old national landmark and 
supposed inspiration for the Emerald City. 

■ SEAPORT VILLAGE
849 West Harbor Drive
seaportvillage.com
Fourteen acres of waterfront shopping and 
dining, including 50-plus diverse stores, 
await visitors at Seaport Village. Indulge 
with ice cream, yogurt, cupcakes and 
fudge, all with their own specialty shops. 

■ THE BEACHES
sandiego.org/what-to-do/beaches.aspx
San Diego boasts more than 70 miles of 
pristine coastline, so there’s a beach for 
everyone, including some with rocky cliffs, 
tide pools, reefs or nothing but pure sand. 

■ CABRILLO NATIONAL MONUMENT
1800 Cabrillo Memorial Drive
nps.gov/cabr
The view from the Old Point Loma 
Lighthouse includes the entire city skyline, 
making it a perfect spot for photos. At the 
visitor center, you’ll learn about Juan Cabrillo 
and his 1542 journey to the West Coast. 

Southern California is known for Hollywood, Disneyland and the beaches. But the true gem of 
SoCal is San Diego. Frequently rated for having the best weather in the country, year-round, sunny 

San Diego is home to spectacular sights, stellar beaches and world-class cuisine. The historic 
16-square blocks of the Gaslamp Quarter feature Victorian-era buildings mixed with modern 

architecture and are the city’s major hub for nightlife. There’s also a beach for everyone, from Mission 
Beach, which is centrally located and fi lled with a youthful energy, to Coronado Beach, slightly less 
crowded and voted one of America’s fi nest beaches by The Travel Channel. Throw on your shorts 

and fl ip-fl ops, grab your surfboard and prepare to experience the laid-back vibes of San Diego.
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 RESTAURANTS
■ BICE SAN DIEGO
425 Island Avenue
bicesandiego.com
The BiCE menu changes colors with the 
seasons, offering foreign and familiar 
fl avors on each plate. Complete with a 
full cheese bar and exposed wine cellar. 

■ DON CHIDO
527 Fifth Avenue
donchido.com
The Don Chido menu showcases 
regionally infl uenced, handcrafted 
Mexican cooking that features locally 
sourced and quality fresh ingredients. 
The tequila menu will knock you over. 

■ GRANT GRILL 
326 Broadway 
grantgrill.com
A fusion of French technique and 
modern philosophy leads to three 
exquisitely crafted menus for a full 
day of eating that elevates California 
cuisine, complemented by an extensive 
wine list and craft cocktail collection. 

■ JRDN
723 Felspar Street
t23hotel.com/dine/jrdn-dining
The modern and elegant atmosphere 
at JRDN overlooks the Pacifi c Ocean 
and offers a unique dining and lounging 
experience. The Wine Room’s adjacent 
Sunset Patio commands one of the most
breathtaking views along the beach.

■ SALLY’S SEAFOOD ON THE WATER
1 Market Place
sallyssandiego.com
Sustainable seafood and panoramic 
views of San Diego Bay are what 
make this institution located inside the 
Manchester Grand Hyatt the perfect 
place for seafood and waterfront dining. 

■ SEARSUCKER
611 Fifth Avenue
searsucker.com
This downtown spot serves New 
American Classic cuisine paired with 
local craft beer, handcrafted cocktails 
and a selection of one-of-a-kind wines 
from all over the world. 

■ BANG BANG
526 Market Street
bangbangsd.com
One part Asian fusion restaurant, one 
part sushi bar and one part “theater”—
Bang Bang hosts live music, DJs and 

movies; plus, it’s home to the largest 
disco ball west of the Mississippi. 
Check out the Ryan Gosling stall in 
the ladies’ room. 

■ BARLEYMASH
600 Fifth Avenue
barleymash.com
Sometimes you just need a nice cold one. 
With 30 beers on tap, including some of 
the city’s best micro- and nano-breweries, 
Barleymash will hit the spot. 

■ 100 WINES KITCHEN
1027 University Avenue
cohnrestaurants.com/100wines
This bistro and bar serves up European 
comfort food and an extensively 
impressive wine list—as it should with 
a name like 100 Wines. Don’t forget 
there’s a food menu as well. 

■ BASIC URBAN KITCHEN & BAR
410 10th Avenue
barbasic.com
Thin-crust brick oven pizza is the main 
attraction here. The 5,000 square foot 
lounge and restaurant was converted 
from an authentic 1912 warehouse, and 
it sticks to a no-nonsense attitude that 
the name alludes to. 

 BARS
■ MARTINIS ABOVE FOURTH
3940 Fourth Avenue
martinisabovefourth.com
Ranked as one of the best martini bars 
in San Diego—with over 100 specialty 
martinis on the menu—this “table and 
stage” gay bar also provides an array 
of talent on any given night. 

■ BAJA BETTY’S
1421 University Avenue
bajabettyssd.com
One of the best happy hour spots in 
Hillcrest serves killer margaritas and 
a delightful bar menu to keep you 
going. It provides both a great indoor
and outdoor atmosphere. 

■ URBAN MO’S BAR & GRILL
308 University Avenue
If you brought your cowboy boots, this is 
the place to go. But San Diego’s gay 
country and western bar is for everyone, 
and it offers non-country nights too. 

■ HILLCREST BREWING
1458 University Avenue
hillcrestbrewingcompany.com
For the beer enthusiast, “Hoppy Hour” is 
4–6 P.M. seven days a week. Self-
proclaimed as the “world’s fi rst out and 
proud LGBT brewery,” Hillcrest serves 
lots of beer, with no attitude.

■ CHEERS
1839 Adams Avenue
cheerssandiego.com
Truly a neighborhood gay bar, Cheers 

welcomes everyone to join the regulars. 
Located in Historic University Heights. 

■ BOURBON STREET
4612 Park Boulevard
bourbonstreetsd.com
This is the place to see and be seen for 
the younger gay crowd. The outdoor 
patio is reminiscent of its name, while 
indoors, video screens display eye candy. 

■ BRASS RAIL
3796 Fifth Avenue
thebrassrailsd.com
A gay Hillcrest institution, with a recent 
face-lift to include table service, this 
popular dance bar boasts themed 
nights in addition to outdoor patio space 
for prime people watching. 

■ THE COMMONS BAR
901 Fourth Avenue
thecommonssd.com
This neighborhood bar draws inspiration 
from America’s iconic bars and 
traditional watering holes, centering on 
friendly service and offering standards 
and favorites in a laid-back environment.

■ SIDE BAR
536 Market Street
sidebarsd.com
Glamorous art deco décor with a modern 
twist, talented DJs, creative promotions, 
a craft cocktail menu and a focus on 
service combine to make this a frequent 
lounge destination for patrons looking for 
a cocktail hour or a high-energy hot spot.

■ KANSAS CITY BARBEQUE
600 West Harbor Drive
kcbbq.net
Movie buffs and fans of Top Gun will 
immediately recognize this famous bar 
and restaurant. Memorabilia as well as 
good food and drink are available.
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The AIDSVu 
Seminar at USCA
“An Online Mapping and 
Data Visualization Tool 
to Focus HIV Prevention, 
Diagnosis, and Care and 
Treatment Efforts in the 
Most Highly Impacted 
U.S. Cities”

Saturday, October 4 
8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
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