
U.S. Capitol

 SIGHTS
■ THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
1000 Jefferson Dr. SW
si.edu/museums
DC is packed with museums. Start at the 
Castle, where you can get a map to the 
Smithsonian Institution’s 19 museums, 
which cover a range of subjects. Most have 
interactive exhibitions and all are free. 

■ THREE HOUSES OF GOVERNMENT
whitehouse.gov
supremecourt.gov
visitthecapitol.gov
The White House, the Capitol and the 
Supreme Court are extremely impressive 
buildings, just from the outside, but it’s 
also possible to schedule tours and learn 
more about each building and what goes 
on inside. The White House tours require 
advanced planning, but the White House 
Visitor Center has a short video with more 
information on its architecture, furnishings 
and presidential residents. The Capitol is 
free and open to the public for guided 
tours only. The Supreme Court, when not 
in session, is open for tours on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis.   

■ GEORGETOWN
georgetowndc.com
Georgetown is the capital’s historic 
waterfront district and one of its most 
popular areas. The streets are lined with 
all the shopping one could dream of, as 
well as an abundance of dining options. 

■ LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
101 Independence Ave. SE
loc.gov
For book nerds or those just fascinated by 
statistics, the Library of Congress is an 
impressive visit. Although the library 
doesn’t own every book ever published, it 
has most of them, with 532 miles of 
shelves and 115 million items, with 7,000 
added each working day. 

■ MERIDIAN HILL PARK
2400 15th St. NW
nps.gov/mehi/index.htm
This 12-acre site includes unique statues, the 
largest cascading fountain in North America, 
a U.S. presidential memorial and more. 
Meridian Hill Park is open daily to the public. 

■ THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
SCULPTURE GARDEN
7th St. and Constitution Ave. NW
nga.gov
The recently added sculpture garden was 
designed to offer year-round enjoyment 
to the public in one of the preeminent 
locations on the National Mall. The 6.1-
acre garden includes works from the 
Gallery’s growing collection as well as 
loans for special exhibitions.

■ NEWSEUM
555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
newseum.org
The impressive and engaging interactive 
Newseum allows visitors to experience the 

stories of yesterday and today through the 
eyes of the media. Newseum’s mission is 
to champion the fi ve freedoms of the First 
Amendment through exhibits, public 
programs and education.

■ NATIONAL MONUMENTS 
AND MEMORIALS
nps.gov/nama/index.htm
Our national monuments and memorials 
are truly spectacular day or night and are a 
must-see for any visitor. The Washington 
Monument, the tallest structure in DC, 
permits visitors to head to the top for 
panoramic views, but make sure to arrive 
early as tickets are fi rst come, fi rst served.

■ PHILLIPS COLLECTION
1600 21st St. NW
phillipscollection.org
Encounter superb works of art in an 
intimate setting at the Phillips Collection, 
located in Dupont Circle. Paintings by 
Renoir and Rothko, Bonnard and O’Keeffe, 
van Gogh and Diebenkorn are some of the 
many stunning Impressionist and Modern 
works that hang on the walls.  

■ EMBASSY ROW 
embassy.org/embassy_row
DC is home to more than 170 foreign 
embassies. Many of the buildings that 
house them are historic, and most of 
them can be found along Massachusetts 
Avenue between Dupont Circle and the 
U.S. Naval Observatory.

The nation’s capital is full of history and patriotism, and no matter which political party you affi liate 
with, Washington, DC, has something for everyone. And DC is more than politics; it’s a beautifully 
mapped-out city with excellent public transportation, brilliant things to see and do, and a multitude 
of ways for visitors to learn or see something new, while enjoying all that the city has to offer. 
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 RESTAURANTS
■ CASA LUCA
1099 New York Ave. NW
casalucadc.com
Chef Fabio Trabocchi runs three of the 
most renowned restaurants in DC, Casa
Luca being one of them. His osteria is 
grounded in the rustic spirit and 
traditional recipes of the Marche region 
of Italy. Casa Luca offers unique Italian 
wines on tap that are not available 
anywhere else, and its cellar selection 
includes Italy, Spain and California. 

■ CREME
2436 14th St. NW
creme14th.com
Creme is all about mixing award-winning 
food and stellar service with a friendly, 
family-owned atmosphere. Its chicken 
and waffl es and vibrant brunch scene 
have led Creme to become one of DC’s 
go-to restaurants uptown. 

■ HANKS DUPONT
1624 Q St. NW
633 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
hanksoysterbar.com
Known for its oysters on the half shell, 
this “urban beach food” restaurant also 
boasts delicious seafood dishes. You’ll 
fi nd simple, approachable food served 
on small and large plates for sharing. 

■ RICE
1608 14th St. NW
ricerestaurant.com
This restaurant offers both traditional 
and contemporary Thai cuisine in a 
simple setting in DC’s Logan Circle 
neighborhood.

■ VINOTECA
1940 11th St. NW
vinotecadc.com
This wine bar is best known for its killer 
happy hour that showcases affordable 
wines and delicious small plates. 
Brunch includes bottomless mimosas, 
and there’s even a bocce court in the 
back of the bar. 

■ NOPA
800 F St. NW
nopadc.com
Nopa is a new, 160-seat American 
brasserie in the heart of Penn Quarter 
from an award-winning restaurateur. 
The cuisine is American fare with French 
and Asian infl uences.

■ BOURBON STEAK
2800 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
bourbonsteakdc.com
James Beard Award-winning chef and 
internationally renowned restaurateur 
Michael Mina brings a chic, modern 
experience to his dramatic steakhouse, 
located just off the lobby of the 
prestigious Four Seasons Hotel in 
Georgetown. 

■ ENO WINE BAR
2810 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
enowinerooms.com
For a lighter meal, ENO features wine-
tasting fl ights as well as an extensive 
list of wines by the glass. Enjoy them 
paired with local cheeses from Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, or try them with 
local cold cooked meats and chocolate 
for dessert. 

■ CHEZ BILLY SUD
1039 31st St. NW
chezbillysud.com
With cuisine from Southern France, 
Chez Billy Sud is the perfect place for a 
traditional meal with a well-paired wine. 

■ BEN’S CHILI BOWL
1213 U St. NW
benschilibowl.com
A favorite of both tourists and locals, 
depending on when you visit. Ben’s 
usually has lines that wrap around the 
corner during the day, but late at night, 
locals pop in for its signature half-
smokes. Ben’s is casual, it’s cheap, and 
it’s even a favorite of President Obama. 

 BARS
■ FLASH
645 Florida Ave. NW
fl ashdc.com
This bar/club is tucked in the Shaw 
district, but it’s worth checking out. The 
edgily designed spot plays international 
tunes, serves small American bites, 
and has a fun photo booth.

■ EL REY
919 U St. NW
elreydc.com
This cantina is made from shipping 
containers and comes with a retractable 
roof. It’s a great atmosphere at night, and 
the late-night tacos are to die for. 

■ NUMBER 9
1435 P St. NW
numberninedc.com
Located in the heart of Logan Circle, this 
venue boasts two fl oors with extensive, 
comfortable seating. It also comes with 
state-of-the-art sound and lighting. 

■ COBALT
1639 R St. NW
cobaltdc.com
Cobalt is one of those bars where people 
go to be seen. With an ever-changing 
eclectic set of DJs and parties, this is the 
place to come and dance the night away. 

■ DACHA
1600 7th St. NW
dachadc.com
An excellent beer garden with German, 
Belgian and U.S. brews that is often 
frequented by pretty much everyone 
and their pets. 

■ LARRY’S LOUNGE
1840 18th St. NW
m.mainstreethub.com/larryslounge
A true corner bar, Larry’s is home to a 
cast of characters, gay and straight, 
young and old. The small patio is great 
during warm weather, but the real fun 
comes from chatting up the bartenders. 

■ 2 BIRDS 1 STONE
1800 14th St. NW
2birds1stonedc.com
This bar is so welcoming, you’ll feel like 
you’re at a friend’s cocktail party. The 
hand-drawn cocktail menu at 2 Birds 1 
Stone features creative original drinks 
and changes weekly. 

■ BARCELONA
1622 14th St. NW
3310 Wisconsin Ave. NW
barcelonawinebar.com
Between Q and R streets, in the heart of 
it all, Barcelona brings a mix of old- and 
new-world elegance to the surrounding 
row houses and Victorians. 

■ NELLIE’S
900 U St. NW
nelliessportsbar.com
This U Street gay sports bar where 
“everyone is welcome” serves strong 
drinks and a laid-back atmosphere. 
TVs fi ll the bar, and the rooftop gets 
fi lled with people.

■ GREEN LANTERN
1335 Green Court NW
greenlanterndc.com
Celebrating a decade in business, this 
local neighborhood favorite offers 
something for everyone. Themed nights 
and parties are scheduled weekly in its 
upstairs bar. 
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