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Desperate for a detour from the ordinary, I drifted into Vietnam's 
Capital with an open mind and a curious heart. 

Vietnam's population is close to 90 million, and at times, it seems as though all 
of them live in Hanoi. Outrageously bustling, the city dances to a crazy beat all it's own. Somehow, there 

seems to be method to all the madness... a rhythm that weaves its way through crowded streets peopled 
with pedal-powered 'cyclos', hawkers, tourists and entire families perched perilously upon scooters.
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While the entire country boasts unforgettable ports of

call - ranging from wild nights up north at Nha Trang party 

central, through sublime stretches of natural elegance

along the Red River and Mekong Deltas, past the pristine 

palm-fringed white sands of Cua Dai Beach into the 

sprawling elegance of Ho Chi Minh - there's more than 

enough in Hanoi itself to keep the restless traveller sated.

Colonised by the French till the mid-20th century, the city 

still wears some of those influences on its sleeve, most 

obviously in the form of elegant architecture and

adventurous fusion cuisine. You'll find yourself enchanted 

by the most unexpected things... charming corners, pretty 

boulevards, calming lakes and a blend of old and new

that merges beautiful temples with an achingly hip road-

side café culture.

The Sights
The Night Market at the Old Quarter gives you front-row 

seats to Hanoi's social street scene and is an exciting 

assortment of cheap goods and explosive color. While at 

the Old Quarter, make it a point to drop into any of the 

ancient pagodas during special prayers, especially on 

those magical nights when the moon is full and the chants 

reach deep into the sky.

The Digs
Hanoi's legendary Metropole is an obvious contender, 

both for its colonial extravagance as well as the excellent 

cocktails served at its Bamboo Bar. As an option,

the Classic Street (Pho Co Hotel) packs in decent 

amounts of confidence, style and kooky eclecticism

for a mid-range destination.

The Flavours
Duck into Cafe des Artes, lying on a rooftop terrace 

overlooking the Temple of Literature. With a library

at your disposal and a fine assortment of espressos

and Vietnamese teas to keep you company, it's the

perfect place for a lazy afternoon. For some true local 

flavor, Cha Ca Thanh brings you great taste, chaotic

environs and a stream of local patrons in a scene that's 

undeniably Vietnamese.

The Craziness
Lying close to Hoan Kiem Lake, Bao Khanh's numerous 

bars and local clubs are raucous affairs. Drop into the 

downstairs lounge at Club 51 - where acoustic 

ensembles, cabaret singers and mean little martinis are 

mixed to adequate satisfaction. For a memory out of the 

ordinary, dive into The Jazz Club Minh, Old Quarter. Here, 

late-night sessions of drawn-out sax solos and a decidedly 

smoky seeped-in-vintage vibe are the order of the night. 

As good a spot as any from which to bid Hanoi goodbye.
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