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Destinations
T H E  L AT E S T  LO C A L  T R AV E L  D E A L S  A N D  G E TAWAYS  PLUS  J O U R N E YS  A R O U N D  T H E  G LO B E

NEW 
YORK 
CITY
Tween adventures 
in the Big Apple. 
BY MIMI TOWLE

The Statue of Liberty 
as seen from on board 

the tour ferry.
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T
WO NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCES 

aside, a mother/daughter jaunt 
to New York City last spring 
went well beyond expectations 
— in a good way. Enticed by a 

$300 round-trip fare with Virgin America 
and having no prior plans for spring break, 
my friend Dyer and I, along with our daugh-
ters Marley, 11, and Natalie, 10, set out for 
some East Coast fun. If you can imagine 
Thelma and Louise in their middle school 
years, you get an idea of what Natalie and 
Marley are like together. 

Our agenda consisted of visiting the Statue 
of Liberty, walking the Brooklyn Bridge, going 
to the 9/11 memorial, jumping on the big piano 
at FAO Schwarz, watching The Lion King, sit-
ting on a bench in Central Park, and, of course, 
a bit of shopping. We had four nights and three 
days and good walking shoes.

Our first confrontation with mortality 
happened on the way from JFK Airport to 
our hotel. As New York newbies we hired a car 
service instead of just trusting our luck to get 
a cab. Our driver, a disheveled ringer for The 
Situation of reality TV’s Jersey Shore, greeted 
us at baggage claim in sweats. He was friendly 
and, we discovered, likes his music loud and 
lewd. As he drove, I raised my eyebrows to 
Dyer and her shrug was my nonverbal cue to 

let it go. It wasn’t until he got a phone call that 
he turned the music down. 

That he was illegally talking on his phone 
with one hand on the wheel was not the near-
death part; it was that our extra-large black 
SUV was barreling down the shoulder of the 
freeway at 50 miles an hour next to stopped 
traffic, ahead of an ambulance with its flash-
ing lights on that was trying to get by. The 
video we filmed is on YouTube. 

Our car chase–like entry into Gotham 
might have heightened the relief we felt upon 
finally pulling up to the stately Peninsula 
Hotel. This 239-room, 23-story Beaux-Arts 
building has held court at the corner of 55th 
Avenue and 55th Street since 1905. The revolv-
ing doors that Natalie and Marley immediately 
put to the test were added in 1997, just one of 
various renovations through the years. 

We chose the Peninsula because Dyer’s 
parents had always stayed there and they 
always came back raving about it. Another 
bonus was our New York friends were more 
than happy to come to us to visit the spa, roof-
top pool and swanky Salon de Ning (where I’m 
pretty sure I saw Jimmy Fallon). It was also 
ideally situated for our itinerary. We could 
walk to shops, to Central Park and to Topaz, 
the Thai restaurant on 56th Avenue we chose 
for dinner our first night. It was also just two 
blocks north of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, 
which turned out to be Dyer’s favorite stop 
on our trip. Daily mass is open to the public 
at this circa-1879 Fifth Avenue landmark. 
Even I, an agnostic, was enthralled with the 
echoing voice of the priest and the intricately 
decorated Stations of the Cross fronted by 
hundreds of burning candles, which seemed to 
represent prayers in dozens of languages. 

Another highlight was undoubtedly the 
visit to Carlo’s Bake Shop in Hoboken, New 
Jersey. This is the set of Cake Boss, the TLC 
television show about Buddy Valastro and his 
family bakery. The lobster tail pastries and 
cannoli may not have tasted quite as good as 
the girls anticipated, but our predawn two-
train subway journey to get there as they 
opened the doors at 7:30 a.m. was a suburban-
ite’s dream adventure.   

Back in New York, theater history had been 
made by The Lion King’s dethroning of The 
Phantom of the Opera as Broadway’s all-time 

box office champion. 
Like lemmings, we too 
booked tickets for Lion 
and made a night of it. 
As our theater audience 
(and countless others) emptied onto Times 
Square, the mass of humanity created a siren 
song for the pedicab pilots of Manhattan. 
This is where we met Serge — who would give 
us our second near-death experience — and 
enthusiastically got into his rickety rig. We 
only had to go a few blocks, and the open-air 
ride looked fun. As he pedaled to our hotel, 
he cut off buses, struggled to get in front of 
cars making left turns and after riding the 
wrong way up the one-way street to our hotel, 
stopped in the dark and demanded $120 for 
the experience. I hesitated and questioned his 
price, looking up the long block toward the 
light of the hotel entrance. 

Dyer shoved the bills in his hand. “Let’s 
get out of here,” she said. Natalie and Marley 
literally kissed the ground once they got out of 
the cab and I was so happy to be walking away 
from the fiasco, I didn’t even bother to tell 
them to get off the ground.

The concierge at the hotel agreed that 
$120 was not the right fare and offered to call 
the police to file a report. We chalked it up to 
being naive tourists and retired to our room, 
where the adults finished a bottle of wine we’d 
been nursing throughout the trip. Overall, our 
experience had been a nonstop adrenaline-
filled, bucket list, lifetime-memory-producing 
adventure. And after tears over our impend-
ing departure, we promised the girls we’d get 
back there long before either of them needed 
to visit the location of TLC’s other runaway 
hit, Say Yes to the Dress. m

Above: Natalie and 
Marley ponder their 
options at Carlo’s 
Bake Shop. Below: The 
famous Peninsula in 
Midtown Manhattan.
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Bryan Mark Taylor “Hometown Barns” 18x24

Saturday, August 18, 2012 in Yountville, CA
Napa Valley Art Festival
10 am- 4 pm • Free Admission • Terry Miura Painting Demo 1:30 pm

www.NapaValleyArtFestival.com

Win a Las Vegas VIP Getaway

Enter for a chance to win two nights in a luxurious Corner Suite, an unparalleled dining  
experience at AmErICAn FISh by michael mina, indulgent treatments at The Spa & Salon  
at ArIA, VIP access to hAZE nightclub, and more!

Visit marinmagazine.com/ariasweepstakes to register for your chance to win and for complete rules 
and restrictions. Deadline to enter is August 31, 2012.

If You Go
• CENTRAL PARK Give yourself a few hours; walk 
to the Natural History Museum or the Central Park 
Zoo, or just find an empty warm boulder and con-
template life. centralparknyc.org

• NEW YORK WATER TAXI I’d skip the long line and 
crowds at the Statue of Liberty tour; we learned more 
about Lady Liberty from this hop-on-hop-off trip 
around the city. For instance, if the lady needed a shoe 
it would be a women’s size 879. nywatertaxi.com

• THE PENINSULA This hotel is an amazing place to 
stay but it also features an award-winning spa and 
the rooftop bar Salon de Ning and is a great place to 
meet up with old friends. peninsula.com

• BERGDORF GOODMAN Forget breakfast at 
Tiffany’s; browse this legendary luxe retailer just 
off Central Park and then check the website for 
sales. bergdorfgoodman.com

• BROOKLYN BRIDGE It’s free to walk across and 
provides world-class views of New York Harbor; 
just beware of the bike commuters. 

• CAB IT TO THE AIRPORT The set fare is $44 
from JFK to Midtown, whereas a hired driver costs 
at least $100. 

• TAKE THE TWEENS SHOPPING Top Shop on 
Broadway features trendy and affordable fashion 
(topshop.com); Accessorize, a UK chain, is a great 
Union Square stop (us.accessorize.com); and don’t 
miss the sales at Bloomingdale’s on Third Avenue 
(bloomingdales.com).

• SWEET STOPS Dylan’s Candy Bar on Third 
Avenue has fudge samples to die for (dylans 
candybar.com), FAO Schwarz on Fifth Avenue 
offers giant Tootsie Rolls (fao.com), and heaven in 
a candy-coated shell can be found at M&M’s World 
New York on Broadway (mymms.com).

Salon de Ning


