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Made of sugar pine, the dining room table is one of Rod’s many handcrafted creations. On the stairwell are antique silk paintings from the Crisp’s travels in Korea.

Homeowner’s 

artistry on 

display in 

vintage-style 

Puuloa home 

By Kristina Anderson

There are two things that stand out about Rod and Sandee Crisp’s 
fascinating residence in Puuloa, a sleepy, kama’aina subdivision 
south of Keauhou. One is the extensive custom woodworking 

throughout. The other is the essentially rebuilt structure that not only 
retains much of its vintage charm, but also many of its original materials. 

The goal, according to the couple, was to have the house look as 
though it were built the old-fashioned way, harkening back to a half 
century ago when labor and materials were cheaper to come by and 
homes were designed to last. 

Built in 1971, the home was large for its day, constructed of plywood 
and redwood, and at the time, measuring about 1,400 square feet. The 
pool, which was astoundingly built up against a wall and not dug into  

Wondrous Woodworking

Lamp in the parlor is from 
Statements in Kona.

The Crisps rebuilt their vintage 1971 Kona home from the ground up, adding a second story and utilizing as much of the original 
materials as possible.

Lamp in the parlor is from 
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The master bedroom showcases Rod’s stunning oak and bamboo cabinetry that doubles as a sitting area. The Asian theme was inspired by Chinese medallions the 
couple brought back from Hong Kong. Drawers and closets feature hidden ventilation for airfl ow.

For the angled 
bed, Rod built the 
headboard and 
end tables out of 
Brazilian cherry and 
maple. He crafted 
the chest out of an 
old fi r door.

The upstairs game room/den is outfi tted in Norfolk pine that came from a distressed tree on the Crisp’s property that had to be cut down. Featured on HGTV, the room 
includes cabinets, shelves, wet bar, desk, doors, trim and pool table of Norfolk pine — all made by Rod.

Local chainsaw artist 
“Alvin” created the 
dolphin sculpture 
from the stump of 
the old Norfolk pine 
that still stands in the 
front yard. 
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the ground, is also original to the home. After years 
of heavy wear, the house was in poor shape when the 
Crisps purchased it. 

“We had to take it down to the fl oor,” says Rod, 
who received help with the foundation and framing 
from Lovin Construction but did most of the 
renovation himself. “We appreciated the original house 
and salvaged everything we could, reusing materials 
whenever or wherever we could.”

Because Rod had the luxury of taking his time to 
make it perfect, the project took almost four years to 
complete. And it also took the couple a while to fi nd 
an architect who shared their vision of restoring the 
home to be as true to its history as possible. 

Most architects they met with advised tearing it 
down and starting over. But Paul Bleck AIA was one 
who didn’t. 

“Sandee and I designed the house, and found it was 
a real challenge to make everything work together  

on an existing footprint and still meet code,” says Rod. 
“But we were committed to doing it this way, even 
though it was certainly not the cheapest or quickest way 
to go about it. We were fortunate to have Paul assist us in 
the process.”

Stunning woodworking in every room of the now 
3,800-square-foot, two-story house is Rod’s own 
handiwork, and is every bit deserving of the adjective 
“master.”  Although with characteristic humility, 
Rod downplays his skills, remarking that he took up 
woodworking “just as a hobby.” 

Custom pieces he’s built around the home include 
beautiful rollout/pullout pantry and kitchen cabinetry, 
countertops, TV/entertainment center, coffee and dining 
tables, built-in dressers with window seats, a bathroom 
vanity for Sandee, bookcases, room dividers, headboards 
and much more. 

The Crisps also made use of various odds and ends 
that they picked up from their travels and their time  
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Rod made a beautiful koa and lava rock 
frame for this painting by local artist Veralynn 
Villenueva.

More of Rod’s handiwork: Gorgeous maple countertop and cabinetry, accented with Brazilian cherry, impart an Asian feel to the Crisp’s kitchen.

Rod made a beautiful koa and lava rock 
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“If you’re going to restore an old place, you’ve got to be 
prepared to spend more money and time than it would take to 

tear it down and rebuild.” — Rod Crisp

Pool table made of Norfolk pine handcrafted by Rod.

Entry tiles are inlaid with 
Brazilian cherry accents. 
“You start by putting the 
wood down fi rst and then 
sealing it,” Rod said. 
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HONSADOR-KON; 9.653 in; 5.25 in; Black plus one; 408527

Sandee’s love of colors is on display in the enclosed lanai dubbed the South Beach Room, which was 
built entirely of recycled redwood from the old house. 

Carved panels from Bali were converted into swinging 
bathroom doors.

Rod built the koa cabinet and mirror to complement 
the handmade copper sink from Mexico.

The Crisps brought this carving back from the Philippines and decided to incorporate it into 
their master bathroom tub.
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living in the Far East, including a bas-relief carved 
in the Philippines, (for which they paid $25), and old 
Chinese coins and fl ea market medallions incorporated 
as drawer and closet door pulls in the master bedroom. 

“You come home with a container of junk so you’ve 
got to fi nd ways to use it!” he muses. 

Speaking of re-using and recycling, Ron salvaged 
wood from a distressed Norfolk pine tree in the front 
yard that had to be cut down, creating a breathtaking 
pool table, wet bar countertop, desk, as well as door 
and window trim in the upstairs game room. 

In addition, Rod built an entire sitting room of 
redwood salvaged from the original home. Rod says: 
“This is old-growth, vertical-grain heartwood with 
no knots. I loved the opportunity to keep its original 
character and energy. I couldn’t see throwing it away!” 

Even the front doors of the home were rescued  

from one of their previous homes in Arizona. 
Apparently nothing goes to waste at the Crisps. 

Sandee, who has made many artistic 
contributions to the house as well, is a talented 
faux painter and accomplished in mosaic and 
collage. She joins Rod in participating in various 
community charity pursuits and has been 
instrumental over the years in the success of 
Kona Outdoor Circle’s Pua Plantasia fundraiser. 
Currently, she’s a volunteer for Family Support 
Services, for which Rod is building a beautiful koa 
table for their upcoming auction in November.

Back when he fi rst took up woodworking as a 
hobby, Rod became so skilled at it that eventually a 
furniture maker in San Francisco offered him a job 
making custom pieces. 

“I was tempted to take it,” recalls Rod, “but 
my woodworking teacher at the time said wisely, 
‘Don’t do it because in 90 days you’ll have a job 
you hate — and no hobby.’ Was he ever right! I 
totally appreciate receiving that advice and have 
never forgotten it.”  

“I work well in 
corners; I love to use 
every square foot!” 

—Rod Crisp
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Rod at work on a new dining room table made of bamboo and koa. He’s also currently lending his 
help to Family Support Services, completing a koa table to be donated to their upcoming auction in 
November, for which Sandee is a volunteer.

Coffee table handcrafted in bamboo and African mahogany by Rod. Furniture from Kathryn’s Too in Kona.
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Rod, whose background is in engineering and 
design, worked for years in the semiconductor 
industry internationally. Married 24 years, the Crisps 
lived in Hong Kong and the Philippines before 
retiring to Hawaii seven years ago. In Asia, they 
developed their keen sense of what works in hot, 
humid climates and what doesn’t.

But their Kona home reminds Rod of growing up 
in San Jose in the 1950s. 

“I love the serenity of the area, the orchards, 
the birds, the trees, the cows and sometimes even 
the chickens,” says Sandee. “It’s got the space and 
rooms we need for entertaining friends, which is 
something we love to do. The house has everything 
we could ever want 
to be happy.”  

Rod agrees: 
“It’s nice and 
comfortable; it feels 
lived-in. And it’s 
home.” AH

“We’ve learned 
from living in the 
Far East that you 
have to live off the 
ground to keep a 

home ventilated and 
cool in this climate.” 

— Sandee Crisp

Painting by local artist Jan Perry-Clarke.




