PAGODA on the MOUNTAIN

Captain Cook landmark home revealed
By Kristina Anderson

Oak window seats create a cozy corner nook beneath rounded windows, which are outﬁtted with accordion shoji screens that roll along a rail. Fabric
for cushions came from Discount Fabrics in Kailua-Kona. Patina horse from Antiques & Orchids in Captain Cook.
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or the last 20 years or so, neighbors in mauka
Captain Cook have been especially curious about
the unusual pagoda-style home nestled among
the coffeelands and avocado trees. Everyone knew what
it looked like from a distance, but few if any, had ever
seen the interior of the multi-tiered house built in the
traditional style of religious structures of the Far East.
No longer. When Colorado transplants Lori Burris
and Bud Jenkins bought the home last year, one of the
ﬁrst things they did was throw a “pau hana” open house
and invite all the neighbors to come for sunset and check
out the inside.
“It was wild how many people showed up,” recalls
Lori, a Kainaliu-based real estate agent who also
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Lori Burris and Bud Jenkins met online at eHarmony. Spending lots of time
in Hawaii over the years, the couple moved from Colorado to Kona after
ﬁnding their dream home, the Pagoda House.

markets the couple’s own Pagoda House
Coffee online. “They were all beyond
fascinated to see the place. What a great
way to meet all the neighbors.”
Constructed of cedar and redwood,
the house was designed by local architect
Richard Rochkovsky, who had researched
traditional pagoda designs for the home’s
original owners, Joe Duncan and Laura
Burnett. Because the previous owners were
fairly reclusive, the unique house remained
a mystery for years, said Lori.
Lori and Bud, who met online at
eHarmony and later married, had been
regular visitors to Hawaii Island. During
one trip, Bud saw the Pagoda House for sale
on the cover of a real estate magazine.
“We found it ourselves following the
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The home is furnished entirely with ﬁnds from
local sources, including this chest from Antiques &
Orchids.

realtor’s directions, stumbling around
like the tourists that we were,” Lori
remembers.
But they didn’t buy the place until
the next year when they returned to
the property and found the “For Sale”
sign still present but covered by jungle.
Although the house was off the market,
Lori and Bud made an offer and the
intriguing but overgrown property was
theirs.
Situated on 2.6 acres at 2,220 feet
elevation, Lori and Bud’s three-story
pagoda, 40 feet in height, is a very vertical
affair. Like traditional pagodas, it has an
odd number of ﬂoors. And like pagodas
of old, it seems to elicit a strong sense of
spirituality to its occupants and anyone

The multi-story home features four sets of stairs leading all the way to the master bedroom suite that
overlooks the lush Kona coffee belt.
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Quan Yin garden statue, Bud’s
birthday present to Lori.

lucky enough to visit. In fact, the home’s
stacked, open-truss construction invites
many an upward glance.
In the kitchen, koa woodwork
crafted by local cabinetmaker Wick Rice
includes a bar made from a rare, wide
plank of koa. Rice also created the many
shoji doors found throughout the home,
including a pair of doors that cleverly
hides the washer and dryer.
As for furnishings and décor, Lori and
Bud stuck with local sources.
“We arrived here with nothing, so to
furnish the place, we wanted to support
local businesses,” says Lori. To wit, they
patronized Furnitureland, Kimo’s, Bali
Aga, Fites Furniture, Kaloko Furniture,
Antiques & Orchids, Bamboo Too,

Built in 1988, the Pagoda House showcases beautiful oak ﬂoors, mahogany doors and koa cabinetry and trim. The home reveals a stunning, open-truss design
that can be viewed from the ground ﬂoor all the way to the top of the pagoda.
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and Champagne Spa & Lanai to name a few, as well as local
artists like Susan Kobzev and T. Gilecki.
Presently, the couple is working to remodel parts of the
house, lightening up some of the spaces made darker by the
natural tones of the wood, as well as adding a deck, spa,
vegetable garden and luxury chicken condo next to the house.
“It’s the house of 1,000 projects,” says Lori with a sigh.
At the tiptop of the pagoda, Lori and Bud’s master bedroom
faces west where they can take in views south to Miloli‘i by
day and constellations above by night. It’s just the place to
get a whole new outlook while contemplating their guiding
philosophy of creating dreams and putting them into action —
in work and in life.
“This pagoda house was something we dreamed of and made
happen,” says Lori. “We also have that as a theme for our coffee
business. Everybody should keep dreaming. You dream it ﬁrst,
then make your reality happen. It works!” AH

The couple hired Buzz Darcy of South Kona to build their redwood deck, which houses an ozone system spa from Champagne Spa & Lanai.
Solar lighting below the steps light the way to the outdoor shower.
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Rising 40 feet
high, the
Pagoda House
is built of cedar
and redwood.
Rainwater
catchment is
collected from
three roofs,
providing the
home with plenty
of water.

DAVIS TILE &; 4.7383 in; 5.25 in; Black plus one; 429366

“To furnish our

house, we wanted
to support
local businesses
and artists.”
— Lori Burris

Views from the master bedroom at the top of the pagoda span all the way to Miloli‘i. Teak bed from Kaloko Furniture;
quilt from Overstock.com.
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