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FOUNDED IN 2000 BY A 
GROUP OF FRIENDS FROM 

TACLOBAN, GLOBAL FC 
HAVE RISEN TO BECOME 

ONE OF THE LEADING 
SIDES IN THE PHILIPPINES 

AND PIONEERS IN 
FOOTBALL’S FAST-GROWING 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
ARCHIPELAGO. 
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Philippines as a footballing nation, an influx 
of foreign-based players began to look to 
the national team and a locally-based club.

“Global was a natural choice when the 
foreign-based players started coming over 
from 2011 onwards because it is the club 
that had the least conflict when it comes to 
national duties,” said Palami.

“One of the early mottos of Global 
was ‘country before club’, so the players 
who are with us always have to go the 
national team if called upon, even on non-
international dates we will release them, 
because the country comes first. 

“As the Azkals’ popularity grew, we 
received hundreds of calls from parents 
and relatives who had a nephew or son 
playing for this or that club. Filipinos are 
culturally very proud when they see a 
relative representing the country.

following year. 
Palami himself had now retired from playing 

duties to focus on running his business as 
well as a managerial role with the Philippines 
national team.

The Azkals had enjoyed a surge in credibility 
to match the rise of league football in the 
country after a stunning semi-final finish at the 
2010 AFF Suzuki Cup that saw the side begin 
to rise up the FIFA Rankings. 

As a result of the growing success of the 

“Of course, out of the hundreds of calls we 
might get more lemons than actual players, 
but that was part of the growing pains.”

One such overseas player, forward Misagh 
Bahadorn, who was born to an Iranian father 
and Filipino mother, grew up in Iran but joined 
Global in 2011 after graduating from Manila’s 
Centro Escolar University with a degree in 
dentistry.

Bahadoran had represented the Philippines 
in Futsal during his years as a student, as 
well as turning out for Pasargad FC and Kaya 
FC.

“I was about to leave and go back home to 
Iran after graduating, but then I heard about 
Global. They were one of the first clubs to 
pay players a salary and when I started to 
train with them I could see they were way 
better than other clubs in the Philippines,” 
says current Global captain and Philippines 
international Bahadoran.

“Global FC were new then, but we became 
very successful very quickly. Lots of good 
players began to come to the Philippines 
to play and as captain of one of the best 
sides the national team managers paid more 
attention.
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“One of the early 
mottos of Global was 
‘country before club’, 
so the players who are 
with us always have to 
go the national team if 
called upon.

Global FC President and 
Chief Executive Dan 
Palami

F ifteen years ago, on a patch 
of grass behind Quezon City 
Hall in Metro Manila, a then 
29-year-old Dan Palami, with 
fellow displaced friends and 
colleagues from Tacloban 
City, kicked off the humble 
beginnings of what has become 

one of the powerhouses of Philippines football, 
Global FC.   

Palami, now President and Chief Executive 
of Global, has helped lead the club to a number 
of national and continental milestones as this 
year the team, 2014 domestic champions, 
became the first Filipino side to participate in 
the AFC Cup.

And although Global narrowly missed out 
on a place in the knockout stage, the club 
performed creditably after securing a first-ever 
AFC Cup win over Yadanarbon of Myanmar 
and a pair of goalless draws with five-time 
Malaysian champions Pahang FA to finish 
third in Group G, a remarkable achievement 
considering their modest origins.

Palami’s weekly social kickabouts moved 
from Quezon City Hall to the University of the 
Philippines Sunken Garden football field and 

management accounting.
“I came to Manila for a job, not to play 

football actually, but my boss Mr. Palami 
encouraged me to play the game – just for 
fun,” recalls current Global full-back Barbaso, 
who joined Laos in 2009.

“I worked for eight hours in the day and 
then had training afterwards, and then a game 
on the weekend.

“There was no additional money for playing 
at the beginning. There was no grass, not 
enough balls, no proper uniforms – nothing! 
If after the game we were bought dinner, we 
were very happy.”  

Shortly after Barbaso joined, Laos were 
renamed Global and took part in the inaugural 
United Football League (UFL) Cup, the 
precursor to the UFL League, with Palami’s 
side qualifying for the second tier league 
competition that began in 2010.

Global’s debut in the second division of 
the Metro Manila-based UFL League was 
an unprecedented success for Palami and 
the club and they cruised to the title and 
promotion on the back of an undefeated 
streak, before claiming the UFL Cup and 
runner-up place in the UFL first division the 

until mid-2003, the aspiring lawyer was 
content to play for fun.

But after leaving University of the 
Philippines College of Law in his senior year 
to set-up a railway company, Palami suffered 
a blow that forced him to reappraise his 
views on football and the club.

“I had a personal and financial crisis in 
my life that hit me in the middle of 2003 and 
lasted for a year. The only thing that kept 
me sane were the weekly football games on 
Saturday,” says Palami. 

“The social aspect of football helped me 
get over that crisis and I said to myself if I 
could help football in the Philippines in any 
way I would do it.”

The Tacloban collective began to 
participate in minor tournaments around 
Manila under the name Laos FC before 
Palami made the decision to improve the 
level of the team with talented players from 
amongst his employees joining the ranks 
from 2007.

Among them were accountant Jerry 
Barbaso from Dipolog city in Mindanao 
Province who had joined the railway 
company after completing a degree in 
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“So I was, and still am, very proud and 
happy to be chosen for the national team 
thanks to Global. I didn’t think this would be 
possible in Iran, but here, in the other half of 
my two countries, with the Philippines and 
Global it is.” 

Bolstered by the likes of Bahadoran, newly-
promoted Global went on to lift the top flight 
championship in the 2012 season to become 
the first club from the Philippines to participate 
in an AFC continental competition after 
qualifying for the 2013 AFC President’s Cup.

An appearance in the AFC President’s Cup 
brought with it requirements in infrastructure 
that was taken up by Global’s Chief Operating 
Officer, Palami’s younger brother, Cian, a 
former player with Laos.

While the AFC President’s Cup campaign 
ended disappointingly in the group stage, the 
experience and developments behind the 
scenes at the club began to bear fruit and 
Global won their second UFL title in 2014 and 
with it entry into the 2015 AFC Cup.

“We built up an infrastructure that quickly 
overtook the other teams – a big reason 
why we won the title last year. Clubs in the 

“So the club is really moving forward 
and we would like to be in the AFC 
competitions each year and my job is 
to build, not just the first team, but also 
the technical side of the club from the 
grassroots up. Things are moving very, 
very fast and it’s very, very exciting.”

So, from setting up Global-run youth 
academies in Manila and Tacloban for 
the next generation of Philippines stars, 
to stepping out at the new 25,000-seater 
Philippine Sports Stadium in their recent 
AFC Cup campaign, the club has come a 
long way since Palami’s epiphany. 

“We’ve learnt so much and we hope 
this experience will help us when we 
finally reach the top levels in Asia,” says 
Palami.

“We want to stabilise our local 
presence, be more involved in the 
continental scene, and then be the 
club that will bring an Asian title to the 
Philippines. 

“I think, with the experience we’re 
getting now, all these birth pains will be 
worth it when we finally lift that trophy.”

Philippines tended to have a head coach and 
that was it; so he’d be doing everything and 
that’s just not possible. With a professional 
team you have to put together the backroom 
staff,” says current head coach Leigh Manson, 
who joined Global in January 2014

“As a club, we’ve taken enormous steps: 
in the office to meet the AFC competition 
requirements, and on the pitch with vastly 
improved training and personnel. We’ve just 
signed Norio Suzuki who was playing in the 
J.League last year for Vegalta Sendai.
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“The club is really 
moving forward and we 
would like to be in the 
AFC competitions each 
year. Things are moving 
very, very fast and it’s 
very, very exciting.”

Global FC coach Leigh 
Manson


