The Greek Isles are, hands-down, a brilliant
destination for lovebirds. Aside from the
sun-drenched beaches, there’s the stunning
setting with some passionate culture thrown
in. Mykonos and Santorini are perfect for

couples wishing to have a quiet intimate
break whereas those looking to party should
head to Rhodes or Tos where you’ll find lots
of after-hour bars and bouzouki stars and
beach parties. The truth is every island in
Greece has a romantic allure...

WHAT ROMANTIC THINGS
CAN | DO?

Indulge the hedonist in you by visiting the
spas in Mykonos. Steeped in history, try the
Althea Spa Centre at the Mykonos Grand
Resort — named after the healing Greek
Goddess — where you can experience amazing
ancient Greek beauty traditions. Their array of =
treatments will satisfy even the snootiest spa T S o LT 2 20
connoisseur. For a decadent experience head ; S ““i,l“““-\\\
to The Myconian Ambassador Thalasso Spa } i
Center where you can be pampered by the
@ deep blue Aegean Sea. Nestled on the hillside "
and surrounded by gardens, this temple =41
of wellness provides breathtaking views. i

WHERE SHOULD | STAY?

Although not terribly luxurious, Perivolas in
Santorini is super romantic, with an infinity
pool that has one of the most dramatic views
in the world. Set high above the sea, the
hotel is dug into the side of an old volcano, J
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ignite your flaming passions. Whether snuggling
in a seaside boutique hotel watching sigh-
inducing sunsets or swimming in secluded
coves in Europe’s cleanest waters or sailing a
private yacht to scarcely inhabited islands, the
Greek Isles is guaranteed to make you and your
partner feel like the enviable stars of your own
fantasy movie.

HOW DO | GET THERE?

Catch a direct flight from Dubai to Athens on
Emirates. From Athens, take a ferry to any of the
Greek Isles. Visit www.emirates.com.

and your room is really just a cave, with a
terrace outside where you can sit and watch
the view with your loved one. Spend the next
day exploring the old Greek village, Oia,
sprinkled along the volcano lip, and sample
one of a plethora of authentic restaurants.

LOVE FACTOR?

The homeland of Eros and Aphrodite, god
and goddess of love, has all the ingredients to
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Paris is the ultimate romantic getaway but
i so a fun city for single girls to mingle! Get
together with your best girl friends and book a
mini-break to the fashion savvy streets of Paris. It
needn’t be all walks in the moonlight or boat rides
up by the Seine (it's proba rozen over NOw
anyway) — there are lots of chic shops, bars and
art galleries to see.

Going on a shop

ng spree in Paris might not
be particula

ut it’'s bound to put a

smile on your face! Picture style queen Audrey
Hepburn and buy yourself a chic little number
for a night on the Parisian tiles with the girls.
There are non-stop designer shops on Faubourg
St-Honore while Left-bank St Germain is great
for more high-street shops and the quirky Marais
district best for cutting-edge boutiques and
French designers — we love Zadig & Voltaire.
Finally, even if it’s just for window-shopping,
don’t miss the five-floor Louis Vuitton flagship
store on the Champs Elysees. In between
shops, pause for some coffee in one of the
many romantic cafes around town: St Germain,
at the Café de Flore or rival Deux Magots, Café
Marly by the Louvre — also good for a spot of
lunch or a chocolate dessert, and the lively Mon
Vieil Ami on the Ile St Louis, followed by a
truly romantic Berthillon ice-cream from around
the corner. Prepare yourselves for the evening
ahead by dropping into the Espace Harmonie
Spa in St Germain and indulging in a relaxing
Tibetan massage or a reflexology massage to
soothe your tired feet.
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WHERE SHOULD | STAY?
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Take a direct flight from Dubai
Emir

Book yourself into the

artsy Hotel du Petit-

Moulin, one of Paris’

most stylish boutique

hotels in the uber

trendy Marais. The

rooms are designed

by Christian Lacroix,

with lush, colourful

fal and start from

a reasonable Dhs890

a night. If you fancy

something a little more

ritzy try the Hotel

Mansart which is right

next to Victoria Beckham’s hotel of choice, The
Ritz, in Place Vendome, from Dhs570 a night.

What's not to love about the Parisian night life?
Begin with an apéritif in Le Fumoir, or the Plaza
Athenee for a one-of-a-kind champagne mojito
before dinner at the Costes-owned I'Avenue
restaurant just next door. The city’s many DJ bars
are great for post-dinner drinks and open until
2am. We suggest Mezzanine at Alcazar followed
by the funky Le Cab in Palais-Royal where you
can dance till the early hours and who knows, you
may even nab yourself a French Valentine
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