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Helping a worthy family  
S. Phoenix home gets makeover from volunteers 
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Forty men descended on Jean Gonzales' home in south Phoenix and changed her family's life. 
 
When the volunteers from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Metropolitan Phoenix's executive council 
arrived at the Gonzales home last month, they found a small house with an all-dirt lot, cracked 
walls and peeling paint.  
 
With the renovations, the Gonzales home now sports a new play set, landscaping in the front 
and back yards, new appliances, fresh paint inside and out, and new fixtures, including a new 
kitchen sink.  
 
"They did wonders. It looks totally different," Gonzales said. "I don't how to thank them for all 
their hard work. I just wanted to hug every one if them." 
 
The 65-member executive council from the Boys & Girls Clubs, which serves about 26,000 
children and teens, has renovated several homes in the past few years and plans to do more.  
 
Steve LaTerra, a Scottsdale real estate broker who has served on the council for three years, 
said they chose the Gonzales family because two of the children participate at the I.G. Homes 
Branch, 1601 W. Sherman St., and the family has lived in the community for almost 40 years.  
 
"She's working very hard and raising six kids," LaTerra said. "She just didn't have the time to do 
what a big group of volunteers can do on one weekend." 
 
Gonzales, a patient care technician at Phoenix Children's Hospital, is foster mother to two of her 
sister's grandchildren, Destiny, 9, and Lydia, 8. She also helps care for her four grandchildren: 
Sam, 4, Joey, 2, Sebastian, 2, and Skyla, 1.  
 
The 40-year-old grandmother - and single mother of four grown children - plans to adopt Destiny 
and Lydia. She may also adopt the girls' 3-year-old brother, Daniel, who lives with Gonzales' 
sister but spends six days a week at the Gonzales home. 
 
The little house may seem full now, but during Gonzales' childhood, it had twice as many pairs 
of feet stepping on one another in the 984-square-foot home. Gonzales has six brothers and 
five sisters.  
 
"We all grew up in these little four bedrooms," she said of her home near Broadway Road and 
17th Avenue.  
 
Mike Dickens, a Phoenix native who got involved with the executive council eight years ago, 
met Gonzales through his wife, who works with her. He recommended the family's home for 
renovation.  
 



"They have a good family dynamic," Dickens said. "The kids have excellent attendance at 
school and are straight-A students." 
 
The executive council seeks families who own their homes, have children involved in one of the 
10 clubs and need the help. The council seeks donations for the home makeovers from 
companies and citizens.  
 
Almost everything the volunteers did at the Gonzales home was donated. Dickens, a contractor, 
said Troy Funk of Chance Cruljac and John Williams of cutndeals.com in Scottsdale helped pay 
for some of the heavier expenses.  
 
Other vendors who helped include Nolan Ryan of Arizona Wholesalers, Alan Robinson of 
Paying Cash for Houses and Derek Jarr of Done Deal Investment. 
 
The volunteers installed ceiling fans, repaired electrical outlets, patched walls, set up three new 
sets of bunk beds, paved the driveway, poured a patio, replaced a storage unit, and installed a 
new dishwasher, refrigerator, washer and dryer. 
 
"I just couldn't believe it," Gonzales said. "I always help everyone out, but I'm not used to getting 
that treatment in return. I was just speechless." 
 
Since the Jan. 14 renovation, Gonzales said the kids spend hours outside. The new play set 
proved too tempting for Gonzales. She caved to the requests of her two foster daughters and 
tried to replicate their spins on the trapeze bar.  
 
"I did the flip," she said, laughing. "But I regretted it two days later. I'm not as young as I used to 
be." 
 
The executive council's primary role is to raise money for the Boys & Girls Clubs. Two more 
branches are planned, and the Dave Pratt Dental Clinic may be expanded at the Homes 
Branch. A portion of the funding for the projects would come from the $878.5 million Phoenix 
bond package should voters pass Propositions 4 and 5 on the March 14 ballot.  
 
Dickens said the clubs give kids a safe place to go after school and in their down time. 
 
"It gives them structure, games to play, and for a lot of kids it's the only place they get a meal," 
he said.  
 


