
NASSIR AL SHAMRANI WAS 
NAMED 2014 AFC PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR HAVING FIRED AL 
HILAL TO THE FINAL OF THE 
AFC CHAMPIONS LEAGUE. 

AND HAVING BEEN THE 
LEADING ASIAN SCORER 

IN THE CONTINENTAL 
TOURNAMENT, AS WELL 

AS TOP MARKSMAN IN THE 
SAUDI ARABIAN TOP FLIGHT 

FOR THE FIFTH TIME IN SEVEN 
YEARS, AL SHAMRANI’S EYE 

FOR GOAL IS NOW FIXED 
ON THE AFC ASIAN CUP 

AUSTRALIA 2015. 

NO LIMITS
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W hen Nassir Al 
Shamrani scores, 
it is said that he 
sends tremors 
through the packed 
stands of Riyadh’s 
67,000-seater King 
Fahd Stadium, 

giving the Al Hilal and Saudi Arabia striker his 
imposing nickname “The Earthquake.”

The Mecca-born striker’s physical stature 
may not reflect such a bombastic moniker 
– although stocky, Al Shamrani is not a 
traditionally-built target man at 5’8” – but there 
is no question that the 31-year-old’s feats on 
the field in 2014 have been sending the Al 
Hilal faithful bouncing off the Richter scale. 

Finishing as the Saudi Pro League top 
scorer for the 2013/14 season with 21 goals, 
the fifth time in seven years that he has done 
so, Al Shamrani was also the highest scoring 
Asian player in the 2014 AFC Champions 
League after netting 10 times to lead two-time 
Asian champions Al Hilal to a runner-up finish 
in the continental competition. 

Equally prolific for his country, Al Shamrani 
helped Saudi Arabia cruise through the AFC 
Asian Cup Australia 2015 qualifiers, with the 
forward joint-top scorer for the Green Falcons 
as they topped Group C with an unbeaten 
record ahead of Iraq, China, and Indonesia. 

attention of Riyadh side Al Shabab whom he 
joined on loan in the middle of the 2005/06 
season.

And with Al Shabab, Al Shamrani had his 
first taste of AFC Champions League action, 
scoring four times as the team reached the 
quarter-finals of the 2006 tournament. 

Impressed, the capital city club attempted 
to secure the permanent signing of the young 
forward but they were rebuffed by Al Wehda 
to whom he returned following the expiration 
of the loan deal.

A productive season followed in Mecca 
before financial problems for Al Wehda saw 
Al Shabab swoop in the close season with 
an offer of around USD 3.5 million that Al 
Shamrani’s employers this time could not 
refuse. 

Six goal-laden seasons followed for Al 
Shamrani as the striker netted over 120 times 
for Al Shabab, topping the Saudi Pro League 
scorers chart on four occasions and helping 
his side claim the domestic championship in 
2011/12.

In June 2013, though, after Al Shabab 
failed to defend their league title and had 
crashed out of the AFC Champions League 
in the Round of 16, Al Shamrani moved to his 
current club and continental powerhouse Al 
Hilal. 

Also based in Riyadh, Al Hilal had lifted the 

The 2014 Gulf Cup campaign in November 
also saw Al Shamrani on target twice as Saudi 
Arabia finished as runners-up to Qatar in the 
biennial tournament for Arab nations.  

And despite missing out on the top 
continental and regional prizes with Al Hilal 
and Saudi Arabia respectively, Al Shamrani 
reigned supreme at the AFC Annual Awards 
at the end of November in Manila, where his 
sensational form in front of goal was rewarded 
with the prestigious AFC Player of the Year 
Award ahead of the United Arab Emirates and 
Al Ain defender Ismail Ahmed and 2006 winner 
Khalfan Ibrahim of Qatar and Al Sadd.

“I am extremely proud of being named AFC 
Player of the Year; it’s really a dream for any 
player to receive this accolade. I cannot really 
describe in words how happy and proud I am 
to receive this great prize,” says Al Shamrani. 

“From a personal point of view, it was a 
magnificent, excellent season. I felt good going 
into this year and performed really well. At the 
beginning of every season, I check whatever 
aspect I need to work on or am missing from 
my game and then focus on that and work 
hard to get even better.”

Al Shamrani began his footballing career in 
the youth academy ranks at hometown club Al 
Wehda before making his professional debut 
as a 20-year-old in the 2003/04 season. 

Two years later, he had attracted the 
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people close to the club were very pessimistic 
about our chances for qualifying for the 
knockout stages.”

The catalyst for change, though, came 
in the very next match with the visit of an 
undefeated Al Sadd side whose last foray in 
the continental championship had resulted in 
them lifting the title in 2011.

A Yasser Al Qahtani penalty after just three 
minutes rocked the away side and Al Hilal’s 
lead was doubled just before the half-hour 
mark through Sultan Al Duayyi.

And with the Qatari club in disarray, Al 
Shamrani took full advantage and netted a 
hat-trick in under 30 minutes either side of 
half-time as Al Hilal enjoyed a crushing 5-0 
victory.

“Winning this match in Riyadh gave us 
huge confidence and we began to believe we 
could go further in the competition,” says Al 
Shamrani. 

“After this match everyone changed their 
mind – all the doubters, too – it was a 180 
degree change in performance compared to 
how we’d played in the earlier stages. We 
started to think that not only could we get to 
the knockout stage, but also make the final.”

Asian Club Championship in 1991 and 2000 
and their expectant and vociferous fan base 
hungered for a third continental title.

And in the domestic league, Al Shamrani 
showed that swapping the white shirts of Al 
Shabab for the famous blue of Al Hilal had 
done nothing to blunt his edge in front of goal 
as he proceeded to average just over a goal a 
game in the 2013/14 season with his league-
leading tally of 21 goals helping his side to a 
runner-up finish.

But although Al Hilal and Al Shamrani were 
firing on all cylinders in the league, the club 
began their 2014 AFC Champions League 
campaign slowly and needed Al Shamrani’s 
brace to secure a point against UAE side Al 
Ahli at home having slipped two goals behind. 

An away defeat to Sepahan of Iran and 
another draw, this time to Qatar’s Al Sadd, left 
Al Hilal adrift at the bottom of the group, four 
points off the leaders at the halfway stage and 
in danger of a premature exit.

“We really did not perform well at the 
beginning of the AFC Champions League,” 
says Al Shamrani. 

“When you looked at where we were at the 
halfway point, you would never think that Al 
Hilal even had a chance to qualify from the 
group, let alone top it which had been our 
aim.

“We were having some problems and even 

Al Shamrani missed the following goalless 
draw at Al Ahli, but the striker returned to 
score the game’s only goal in their crucial 
1-0 win over Sepahan on the final Matchday 
in front of just under 50,000 at King Fahd 
Stadium as Al Hilal topped the group.

Round of 16 opponents Bunyodkor of 
Uzbekistan were defeated 4-0 on aggregate 
before Al Hilal narrowly negotiated their way 
through a return meeting with Al Sadd as a 1-0 
win in the home leg proved the difference. 

At the Al Hilal helm now was a new face 
in former Steaua Bucharest coach Laurentiu 
Reghecampf, who had succeeded Saudi 
Arabia and club legend Sami Al Jaber 
following May’s success over Bunyodkor. 

“I felt that I gained a lot of advantages and 
benefits from both coaches during the AFC 
Champions League campaign. Although each 
coach has their own philosophy, personal style 
and way of thinking, what struck me most is 
that both made an effort to be close to the 
players,” says Al Shamrani.

“Sami is a Saudi and knows the Arabic 
way and our culture of course, but coach 
Reghecampf, despite being from Romania, 
also made an effort to be close to us, 
understand our way of thinking and mentality. 

“This psychological aspect of coaching that 
both men showed us is, in my opinion, just as 
important for the players as any new benefits 

Far Left, Top Left 
& Above During the 2014 
AFC Champions League

Bottom Left Al Shamrani 
joined Al Shabab on a 
permanent basis in 2007



from tactics.”
Reghecampf’s next challenge was a semi-

final meeting with UAE club Al Ain that saw Al 
Shamrani in a mouth-watering face-off with 
Ghana’s star forward Asamoah Gyan.

But it was the Saudi striker who 
emphatically came out on top, scoring three 
times over the two legs as Al Hilal secured 
a place in the final after prevailing 4-2 on 
aggregate.

The final, though, would prove one step 
too far for Al Shamrani and Al Hilal as a Tomi 
Juric goal in Parramatta proved enough 
over the two legged-tie to secure a narrow 
1-0 victory for Australia’s Western Sydney 
Wanderers.

“We did everything we could in the final, 
but at the end of the game you have a winner 
and a loser and we had no luck in the final. 
It’s not the end of the world, it’s just football,” 
says Al Shamrani.

“It was a beautiful season for Al Hilal but it 
was ultimately a disappointing one too as we 
lost the AFC Champions League final. But 
we’re a good team and we’ll be back in the 
AFC Champions League next season and 
even better.”

But before a chance at redemption for 
Al Hilal in the continent’s premier club 

competition comes, the newly-crowned AFC 
Player of the Year is set to lead the line for 
Saudi Arabia in Australia for the 2015 AFC 
Asian Cup. The three-time champions, who 
have also reached the final on a further three 
occasions in eight appearances, will look to 
claim their first title since 1996 after crashing 
out in the group stage four years ago in Qatar; 
only the second time they had suffered a 
premature elimination from the finals since 
their debut in 1984. 

Saudi Arabia, though, must first negotiate a 
tricky Group B that includes two-time finalists 
China, 2011 semi-finalists Uzbekistan and the 
potentially dangerous DPR Korea. 

China, Saudi Arabia’s opponents in their 
tournament opener on 10 January in Brisbane, 
are a familiar and relatively recent foe, with 
the East Asians having edged into the AFC 
Asian Cup finals as the best third place 
finisher from the same qualifying group as Al 
Shamrani and his team-mates. 

A close 2-1 victory in their opening qualifier 
back in February 2013, thanks to goals from 
Naif Hazazi and Fahad Al Muwallad in either 
half, began Saudi Arabia’s four-game winning 
streak that clinched them qualification with two 
games remaining, although the return meeting 
in Xian nine months later saw the sides share 

a goalless draw, which proved a vital point for 
China in their penultimate group Matchday. 

“China are a stubborn team in the field and 
are not easy. They have quite a few players 
from Guangzhou Evergrande who won 
the 2013 AFC Champions League so they 
obviously have skill. Even though we beat 
them in qualifying, we drew the second game, 
so it will be difficult,” says Al Shamrani. 

“Uzbekistan are also very tough with 
strong players, they are probably our biggest 
challenge in the group, and we’ll have to be at 
our best against them. But we know them and 
China well, and so we know what to expect 
from these teams.

“With DPR Korea, even though some may 
consider them weaker than others, these kinds 
of teams raise their games a lot when they 
reach the finals of tournaments, so we won’t 
be underestimating them at all – and they’ve 
developed a lot in recent times.

“For me though, the key to opening the 
doors to the knockout stages will be the first 
match against China; if we win that I am 
confident we can get through to the quarter-
finals. 

“From there, we’ll go step-by-step and 
observe how the other teams do, but I’m 
confident that we will do our best to reach the 
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Nationality: 
Saudi Arabia 
DOB: 23/11/1983 

Position: Striker

Current club: 
Al Hilal (Saudi Arabia)

Previous clubs: 
Al Wehda
Al Shabab (Both Saudi Arabia)

Nassir Al Shamrani 

final and reclaim our crown.
“At the Gulf Cup in November, even though 

we reached the final, our performance was 
not up to the expected standard by the 
players or by the fans so we will surely have 
to raise our game at the Asian Cup.

“We want to do really well in Australia and 
make our country proud of us.” 

At the 2007 AFC Asian Cup, Al Shamrani 
was forced to take a back seat as Malek 
Mouath and Al Qahtani were the preferred 
forwards in a side that reached the final of 
the competition, only to be undone by Iraq’s 
fairytale campaign in the championship climax 
in Jakarta. And four years later, with AFC 
Asian Cup hosting rights won by neighbours 
Qatar, it was Al Ittihad’s young striker 
Hazazi who was given the nod to partner Al 
Shamrani’s Al Hilal team-mate Al Qahtani up 
front. 

But in Australia, barely a month after 
claiming the continent’s top individual 
accolade, it will be in Al Shamrani’s direction 
that the Green Falcons look to spearhead 
their attack. And with the pressure is on Saudi 

Arabia to bounce back from the disappointing 
showing at the 2011 edition where the side 
crashed out in the group stages without 
picking up a point and scoring just once.

“When you are awarded any kind of prize, 
it is motivation for a player to challenge 
himself more and show more for both his 
club and the national team. I am not playing 
for myself but for them. In Australia I will 
be doing my all for Saudi Arabia,” says Al 
Shamrani.

“Being named a top scorer in the Saudi 
Pro League, an AFC Champions League top 
scorer ahead of many famous names, being 
named AFC Player of the Year, these are all 
things that make me look forward to the Asian 
Cup and challenge me to obtain my goal of 
becoming the top goal scorer in Australia.

“That’s the level of which I am hoping to 
reach. 

“As a player, I want to aim for the very 
highest I can. I feel there are no limits to what 
I can accomplish.

“While this year was particularly special, I 
can’t say this was me at my peak because I 
am very ambitious. 

“I will never rest on one level, but keep 
reaching for the next step in my progression 
as a player.”

Above & Left Al Shamrani scored 
twice as Saudi Arabia reached the 
final of the Gulf Cup in November.

Top Left At the 2011 
AFC Asian Cup in Qatar.


