
A MEMBER OF THE KOREA 
REPUBLIC SIDE THAT CLAIMED 

THIRD PLACE AT THE 2011 
AFC ASIAN CUP, FORMER 

AFC YOUNG PLAYER OF THE 
YEAR KI SUNG-YUENG IS 

FOCUSING ON ONE GOAL: 
ENDING HIS NATION’S 55-YEAR 
CONTINENTAL TITLE DROUGHT.

CHAMPIONSHIP 
AMBITIONS
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PROFILE: KI SUNG-YUENG

T his January, Ki Sung-
yueng’s life will come 
full circle with a return 
to Australia. And this 
time it is the hopes of 
not just one young boy 
but of an entire nation of 
51 million he bears as 

Korea Republic look to claim their first 
AFC Asian Cup title in 55 years when 
the tournament kicks-off in January.

Gwangju-born Ki spent his early 
teenage years at John Paul College 
in Daisy Hill, south of Brisbane, where 
he was known as David amongst 

his classmates between 2001-2004, 
dreaming of scoring at Manchester 
United’s Old Trafford. 

Fast-forward a decade to the 
beginning of the 2014/15 English 
Premier League season and legendary 
Dutch coach Louis van Gaal’s first game 
in charge of United at Old Trafford on 
August 16. 

Their opponents, Swansea City, 
featured a central midfielder wearing 
the number four, thousands of miles 
displaced from South East Queensland, 
now 25-years-old and in his third season 
in one of the toughest leagues in the 
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world.  
And his moment comes two minutes 

shy of the 30 minute mark as team-mate 
Nathan Dyer cuts in from the right flank and 
rolls a pass across the edge of the penalty 
area for the unmarked midfielder to slot 
past United goalkeeper David de Gea and 
into the bottom corner, leaving the home 
crowd stunned into silence.

He no longer goes by his English name 
David but the one given to him by his 
family, the name that reverberates around 
the cavernous Old Trafford stands over the 
speakers, Ki Sung-yueng. And he boasts a 
pedigree to envy: 2009 AFC Young Player 
of the Year, 2012 Olympic bronze medalist, 
2013 English League Cup winner, 2010/11 
Scottish Premier League winner, two-time 
Korean Football Association Footballer of 
the Year and an ever-present in the Korea 
national team with whom he is appeared 
at the FIFA World Cups twice and one AFC 
Asian Cup.

Ki’s strike against United, the first goal 
of the 2014/15 season that contributed 
to Swansea’s 2-1 win, was more than 
just an impressive addition to his list 
of achievements; it was a goal that 
transported the former FC Seoul, Celtic, 
and Sunderland midfielder back to his 

childhood.
“It was like a dream that I had when I was 

young, it was truly a dream come true to 
score against Manchester United,” says Ki. 
“I think it’s something very special because 
it’s not easy to score in at Old Trafford and 
against Manchester United.

“It was my first goal for Swansea and 
it helped us to win the game and I think 
no one expected us to win at Manchester 
United.”

For Ki’s national team, though, 
expectations for one of the powerhouse 
sides in Asia could not be more different. A 
disappointing 2014 FIFA World Cup group 
stage exit saw the departure of coach 
Hong Myung-bo, a national hero, and drew 
even greater focus on their continental 
title drought of 55 years, a slump that 
has persisted for far too long for Korea’s 
passionate fans and players.

Korea have not won the AFC Asian Cup 
since claiming back-to-back titles in the first 
two tournaments in 1956 and 1960 despite 
impressing in Qatar in 2011 as they finished 
third.

 “The first thing is we want to win the 
Asian Cup, and the second thing is we want 
to show that we are one of the best teams 
in Asia,” says Ki.

“Recently we didn’t show the fans that we 
are a really good team and we are strong 
enough to be champion. So maybe some 
people are very disappointed with Korean 
football.

“But I feel we have great potential. We 
have a lot of young players and then some 
very experienced players. I think this time 
that we can show to the people that we can 
perform well in Australia and be champion.”

Although one of the pre-tournament 
favourites, Korea will face a stern test of 
their measure in the very first round of the 
2015 edition.

Ki and his team-mates will kick off their 
campaign against Oman in Canberra on 
January 10 where they will remain for the 
tie with 1980 winners Kuwait on January 13 
before travelling to Ki’s former hometown of 
Brisbane for their hotly-anticipated tie with 
hosts Australia on January 17.

And should they progress to the next 
phase, Uli Stielike’s side will face off against 
either the winners or runners-up of Group B 
in Melbourne or Brisbane on January 22.

“I think it’s not easy, it’s going to be 
very tough because we will play against 
Australia, which is going to be very, very 
hard game for us and also Kuwait. Oman, 
they are not easy team,” says Ki.
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Bottom Left & Left Ki helped 
Korea qualify for the 2014 FIFA World 
Cup.
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“So every single game is going to be very 
competitive, and if we don’t focus or if we 
don’t play 100%, I think we can’t get the 
result that we want to achieve. 

“So, I think the first game is going to be 
very important for us. If we win the first game 
I think we can qualify. So we need to focus 
on the first game.”

Ki was instrumental in Korea’s run to 
the semi-finals of the 2011 edition of the 
continental championship when, despite 
impressing throughout the tournament, Cho 
Kwang-rae’s side slipped out of contention 
after losing to Japan on penalties in the 
semi-finals. 

It was a disappointing end for a team that 
had dazzled at times in Qatar, with Koo Ja-
cheol finishing the tournament as top scorer 
in a team inspired by retiring veteran Park 
Ji-sung and also featuring the goal scoring 
talents of Ji Dong-won.

Korea did defeat Uzbekistan in the third 
place play-off to secure an automatic 
qualification berth for the AFC Asian Cup 
Australia 2015. 

 “I think the competition in Qatar was very, 

very good,” says Ki. “We played well, but we 
didn’t become champion.

“Unfortunately, what was most memorable 
for me was the match against Japan. In the 
penalties, we missed three out of three, so it 
was very disappointing. I think we felt sorry for 
ourselves and then also for the fans in Korea.

“Even though we played good football we 
didn’t get the result, so this time I think I don’t 
care if we play attractive football or play well, but 
I think this time we want to get some results and 
we want to be champion. So it doesn’t matter 
how we play, we should win the Asian Cup.”

While a proud and patriotic Korean, it’s 
undeniable that the location of the 2015 AFC 
Asian Cup is extra special for Ki, and for the 
midfielder playing in Australia will represent a 
homecoming of sorts.

“This is like my second country,” says Ki. “I 
was there for four years when I was growing up, 
so I feel like my hometown is in Australia. It’s 
also going to be great to see some of my friends 
in Australia. I think they are expecting a lot of 
things from me. So it’s going to be great chance 
to see them and great chance to go back to 
Australia.”

Top Left Korea finished third 
at the 2011 AFC Asian Cup in 
Qatar.

Above Ki scored as Swansea beat 
Manchester United at Old Trafford in 
August.

Nationality: Korea Republic 

DOB: 24/01/1989

Position: Midfielder

Current club: 
Swansea City (Wales)

Previous clubs: 
FC Seoul (Korea Republic)
Celtic (Scotland)
Sunderland (England)
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