
HAVING SCORED GOALS AT EVERY YOUTH LEVEL OF AFC COMPETITION, IRAN 
FORWARD KAVEH REZAEI SAYS HE IS READY TO MAKE HIS MARK ON THE SENIOR 

NATIONAL TEAM WITH HIS EYES FIRMLY FIXED ON THE 2015 AFC ASIAN CUP IN 
AUSTRALIA AFTER TOPPING THE SCORING CHARTS AT THE AFC U-22 CHAMPIONSHIP.
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F
our touches and five 
seconds are all it takes for 
Kaveh Rezaei to put the 
game beyond Kuwait. The 
sequence begins with a 
first touch to latch on to the 
long kick downfield from his 
goalkeeper that takes him 

away from marker Khaled Ebhraim. 
The next, off his lower right thigh, brings 

the ball under control, into his stride, and 
wide of covering defender Abdulrahman 
Al Enezi. His third, checking back onto his 
favoured right side, sends the off-balance Al 
Enezi out of the picture. 

The coup de grace is a shot with the 
inside of his foot that is whipped into the 
bottom right-hand corner, destined for the 
net even as he falls to the ground in the 
process.

It is his third goal of the match scored just 
18 minutes after his first at Muscat’s Seeb 
Sports Complex. 

Rezaei’s solo show gave Iran their 
first win of the inaugural AFC U-22 
Championship in Oman, and although 
Japan’s 4-0 victory over Australia in Group 
C’s other fixture that evening meant they 
missed out on a place in the quarter-finals, 
Rezaei’s second half hat-trick saw him finish 
as the competition’s top marksman with five 
goals.

“My aim was always just to help the 
team and I wasn’t thinking about being 
the tournament’s top scorer,” he says “But 
obviously being named the top scorer does 
give me a good feeling.”

It was not a new experience for a 
player who has progressed through each 
level of AFC continental competition and 
consistently scored goals. 

At the 2008 AFC U-16 Championship, as 

a little known youth team striker at Foolad 
Khouzestan, Rezaei took the tournament 
by the scruff of the neck, netting five times.

And by scoring what would turn out to 
be the winner in the final as Iran recorded 
a 2-1 win over Korea Republic, Rezaei 
won the golden boot award, ahead of 
a host of future Asian stars including 
Bundeliga talent Son Heung-min.

“It was a very nice experience. We won 
and I was top scorer. In that tournament, 
we had already played for three to four 
years together. In each game we played I 
knew every pass and every move the team 
would make and I could react accordingly,” 
says Rezaei, now 21 and playing his 
football for Saipa in the Iran Pro League.

“We knew that Korea is always one 
of the strongest teams in Asia in every 
category. But also the Iran team was 
strong and we knew we had a chance to 
win. We tried and we fought for it, and we 
won it.”

After an impressive display at the 2009 
FIFA U-17 World Cup in which Iran topped 
a group that included Colombia and the 
Netherlands and were only eliminated in 
the Round of 16 by Uruguay after extra-
time when down to 10 men, Rezaei and 
his team-mates were again one of the 
favourites for the title at the 2010 AFC 
U-19 Championship.

An injury-depleted side under coach Ali 
Doustimehr, however, were disappointingly 
eliminated in the group stage after 
convincing losses to Korea and Australia.

Rezaei had sat out the first two defeats 
having only just recovered from a broken 
leg before returning to score both goals in 
a 2-0 win over Yemen.

“We had lots of bad luck in this 
tournament. I had suffered a serious injury 

and was barely recovered - I wasn’t supposed 
to even play,” he says. 

“Another key player Omid Alishah was 
suffering from an ACL injury, so we really 
struggled in China.” 

For Iran, the story repeated itself at the 
inugural AFC U-22 Championship as coach 
Human Afazeli was also forced to deal with 
several key absentees in Muscat. 

And despite a creditable draw with Japan, 
a 1-0 defeat to Australia meant their win over 
Kuwait was not enough to reach the final 
eight, although, this time, it was a far more 
rewarding outing for Afazeli’s prolific number 
nine.

“The AFC U-22 Championship was a good 
tournament for me on a personal level. Even 
though 14 of our players were withdrawn 
before the start of the competition, which 
made things tough, we still played well and I 
enjoyed it,” says Rezaei.

 “If we’d have had all of those players, 
however, I’d have played even better in front 
of goal, and maybe I’d have scored even 
more goals!”

The next step for Rezaei is clear: break 
into Iran’s senior national team and continue 
to score goals as he has throughout his 
international career.

“I am 100% focused on getting into the 
national team for the 2014 Asian Games in 
Incheon, hopefully, if I perform well there, 
then I’ll be joining Iran in Australia for the 
2015 AFC Asian Cup,” he says.

 “I hope the coaching and technical staff 
have a good look at the younger players and 
give them more opportunities to show what 
they can do because they will make the side 
stronger and be the future of the Iranian team.

“My dream and my aim is to join the senior 
national team, someday it will happen. I know 
I can make a difference.”
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