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We thought we’d seen all of Joe 
Manganiello when he took his kit 
off in Magic Mike. Now, back for 
round two, there’s more to see. 
CLEO talks to Big Dick Richie 

and finds out what fiancée Sofia 
Vergara really thinks of his role. 

IN 
buff

THE 

Joe Manganiello is waiting for me. It’s  
a moment I’ve imagined many times in 
private – too many to admit in decent 
company. I’ve been summoned to his 
suite in a hotel on Sunset Boulevard, 
overlooking the sultry spring haze of 
West Hollywood to the south. And there 
he is, all 6’ 5” of him, broad-shouldered 
and muscled, getting up from his seat 
to greet me, his easy smile framed by  
a beard that’s still more pepper than salt. 
My stomach flutters. 

That’s pretty much where reality and 
imagination diverge. Far from the Fifty 
Shades-style tryst I was struggling not 
to conjure up in my mind’s eye, our 
meeting was strictly professional. And 
he is a man clearly in love (with Modern 
Family’s Sofia Vergara, sorry ladies). It’s 
obvious in the way his brown eyes light 
up when he talks about the Colombian 
bombshell he’s set to marry soon, and 
in the way he chuckles to himself when  
I ask him if she’s seen any of his famous 
Magic Mike dance moves. 

As for me, I’ll have to stick with 
mentally picturing his washboard abs 
beneath the casual grey T-shirt he’s got 
on today. Not that women everywhere 
haven’t seen almost every inch of this 
guy sans threads anyway. Between  
his role as Alcide in True Blood and  
as – ahem – Big Dick Richie in Magic 
Mike (who can forget that penis pump 
scene?), the dude has spent a lot of 
time in the buff for our viewing pleasure. 
Now, he’s set to oblige us all over again 
in Magic Mike XXL, where the Kings of 
Tampa take their male strip revue on the 
road – in a food truck, no less – for one 
final blowout at a convention before 
hanging up their G-strings for good. 

The first Magic Mike left us wanting  
a lot more of Richie. Are we going  
to get our wish this time around? 
“Yeah! It’s a unique film experience.  
I can’t think of another one where the 
chorus of the film gets bumped up to 
starring roles in the second. You don’t 
have The Empire Strikes Back starring 
C-3PO and R2-D2 as leads, you know? 
You don’t get rid of the four main cast 
and then bump everyone else up, but 
they did that here. I’m grateful for that 
because I have a lot to do in this film.”

What might surprise us about Richie? 
“Probably the most surprising thing to 
fans of the first movie is that Richie is  
a dramaturge of the history of American 
boy bands. So, you’re going to find out 
that he’s this wealth of information 
about Orlando boy bands.”

Who’s his favourite boy band then? 
“You’ll find that out in the film.”

Magic Mike XXL brings back most of 
the original cast – including Channing 
Tatum, Adam Rodriguez, and Matt 
Bomer – as well as women throwing 
themselves at all of your characters. 
It must’ve been a fun set to work on? 
“It’s the most fun I’ve ever had in my 
life. These guys are my friends. Matt 
Bomer has been my friend since I was 
18. And during the three years between 
Magic Mike and Magic Mike XXL, we all 
called each other and went out to eat.”

So, you’re bros? 
“Yeah, we’re bros. Really, like actual 
bros. So to get back together and hang 
out with the guys was a bit like going  
to camp for two months.”

How about the atmosphere between 
you guys on set? Was there friendly 
rivalry to work out and look good?  
“We’re all on the same team and push 
each other. We’d shoot all day and into 
the night. The impulse is to get home, 
take a shower and kick your feet up. 
But no, it’s ‘I’ll see you in the gym in 20 
minutes’. So you go into your room and 
change into gym clothes and you all 
start trickling into the gym at 10pm.”

You just recently got engaged – 
congratulations. What does Sofia 
think of your role and the movie? 
“Thank you. I think she was initially 
apprehensive about the subject material 
because she hadn’t seen part one yet. 
But as soon as she caught the sense  
of humour in it all, and how ridiculous  
it is, she was just crying-laughing.”

We have to ask, have you taken  
any dance routines home for her? 
“[Chuckling quietly] Ummmm. Yeah,  
she’s seen them all.”

You and your younger brother Nick 
formed a production company, and 
through that you recently directed  
La Bare [a documentary about male 
strippers at a club in Dallas], your 
very first project. Did that all come 
about because of Magic Mike? 
“When I was getting ready for Magic 
Mike, I was researching, and during  
that phase I heard about this notorious 
male strip club in Dallas, Texas, called 
La Bare. It was one of the first clubs in 
the world to have male strippers. There 
was this whole crazy group of characters 
that inspired me to go down [and shoot 
it] as my first film under my production 
company banner. And then those guys 
actually got cast to play rival male 
strippers in Magic Mike XXL.”

Now that you’ve spent a lot of time  
in both worlds, who would you say 
has the crazier life? Is it the male 
strippers or the celebrities? 
“They’re crazy in their own ways. I’m 
not a celebrity that does crazy things  
in his personal life. I’m pretty boring.  
I go to the gym. I come home. I love  
my relationship and being with [Sofia], 
and we love being together – so we 
can’t wait to get home at night and just 
spend time together. We’re not really 
club-goers and I quit drinking 12-and 
-a-half years ago, so there’s not a lot  
of trouble for me to get into in the way  
a male stripper would. But with that 
said, those guys don’t have paparazzi 
chasing them around, they don’t have 
to throw misdirection constantly in the 
press about when their wedding date  
is to keep the paparazzi from ruining  
it. So, yeah, it comes with a whole 
different set of craziness.”
 
What do you think 16-year-old Joe 
would think of all of this? 
“Oh man. God, I wish I could just go 
back and hug that 16-year-old and  
tell him it’s going to be alright, you’re 
going to be OK.”

Because some day you’re going  
to be doing a film like Magic Mike 
and surrounded by 900 women? 
“Look, the screaming of 900 women  
is nothing at all compared to the voice 
of my one woman at home. That’s  
the one that I think really would have 
made him excited.” #

 Magic Mike XXL is out July 9. 

“Look, the 
screaming of 
900 women  
is nothing 

compared to 
my woman.” 
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