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By Stacie Hougland

By Stephen Rebello

IN THE 
HEART 
OF THE 
SEA

MOVIE OF THE MONTH

• Based on a real-life 
19th century sea adven-
ture in which a giant 
whale struck and sank 
the Nantucket whal-
ing ship Essex, In the 
Heart of the Sea stars 
Chris Hemsworth, 
Ben Whishaw, Cillian 
 Murphy, Benjamin 
Walker and Tom Hol-
land as sailors stranded 
more than 1,000 miles 
from shore and forced to 
battle starvation, dehy-

dration and little hope 
of rescue. The incident 
inspired Herman Mel-
ville to write Moby-Dick, 
so it’s fitting that this 
huge-scale action movie 
has epic written all over 
it. “This movie was hard 
on everybody, physically 
and emotionally,” says 
director Ron Howard, 
who, for the sake of real-
ism, required his actors 
to subsist on diets of no 
more than 600 calories 

a day. “As the director 
making those actors 
lose 30 or 40 pounds, 
I didn’t want them to 
hate me any more than 
they already did, so at 
lunchtime it was ‘Put 
down that bagel in front 
of the starving actors.’ 
All I managed to lose 
was five or so pounds, 
but the camaraderie of 
those actors was great 
to behold. They are so 
proud of their work, 

as they should be. In 
the Heart of the Sea 
is based on historical 
events from the 1820s, 
but because we brought 
a very contemporary, 
visceral, Deadliest Catch 
feel to it, you’re going 
to be in that boat with 
those guys and what 
they’re going through. 
I brought to it every 
moviemaking lesson I’ve 
learned going back to 
Roger Corman in 1977.”

• By now it’s clear that any character on 
HBO’s Game of Thrones, no matter how 
important, can get the ax (we’re look-
ing at you, Red Wedding). It stands to 
reason then that the tagline Valar mor-
ghulis (“All men must die”) perfectly 
describes season four, in which no one 
is safe. The shocks and surprises come 
fast and furious, including a grisly and 
gratifying death fit for a king in episode 
two, followed by a disturbing brother-
sister encounter in episode three. While 
Tyrion Lannister (Peter Dinklage) is 
imprisoned, another major villain meets 
his demise, and Daenerys Targaryen 
(Emilia Clarke) grows in power and 
struggles to control her dragons. But it’s 
the quiet scenes with little Arya Stark 
(Maisie Williams) and the Hound (Rory 

McCann) as they travel the countryside 
that reflect some of the season’s best 
writing. Creators David Benioff and D.B. 
Weiss have said the show won’t always 
follow the books, and hardcore fans 
have been furious about several omis-
sions. Still, it continues to be one of TV’s 
finest programs, and the epic finale sets 
up season five, which can’t come soon 
enough. Best extra: The Fallen features 
interviews with many of the characters 
killed off this time around. BBBB

Q: Maps to 
the Stars, with 

 Julianne Moore, 
John Cusack and 
Robert Pattinson, 
presents Holly-

wood as a creepy 
land infested with 
egomaniacal mon-
sters. What made 
you want to direct 

Bruce Wagner’s 
screenplay?

A: It’s an inter-
locking family 
drama with a 
capital D. The 

characters all do 
terrible things and 
aren’t likable. The 
Hollywood set-

ting adds a layer 
of complexity, 
because these 
characters are 

people who need 
to be seen in 
order to exist.

Q: What do you 
make of critics 

who have knocked 
the film for being 
anti-Hollywood?

A: A studio execu-
tive came over to 
me at Cannes and 
whispered, “Your 
movie scared the 
shit out of me. I 
couldn’t sleep all 
night, and when 
I woke up and 

went to a party, all 
I could see were 
scenes from the 
film.” I thought 

that was a good 
review.

Q: You published 
your first novel, 
Consumed, in 

2014. What con-
sumes you now?
A: I’m not turning 
my back on film, 
but it would take 
a really compel-
ling project with 

compelling people 
to get me to make 

another movie. 
Mostly I’m excited 
to write another 

book.—S.R.

 From Shark 
Night 3D to Ghost 
of Goodnight Lane 
(pictured), actress 

Christine Bently 
has a tendency to 
get wet and wild 
on-screen. Next, 

she’s sure to get a 
good soaking along 

with Adam Scott 
and the guys in the 
time-travel comedy 

Hot Tub Time 
Machine 2.
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Could Maps to 
the Stars be the 

 influential director’s 
final film?
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