
Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB vs. Western 
Digital Elements 
With the insufficient amount of storage space typically written on a computer, many people 
look for a way to increase their RAM. Photos, movies, and music all eat up space. Over the 
years, data storage has become more cost efficient. External hard drives are a go-to for many 
people who are interested in freeing up space on their computer to keep it running faster, with 
the added bonus of securing files against corruption. Both the Hitachi hxsdnb10001bbb and 
the Western Digital Elements external hard drives are popular customer favorites. 

Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB 
The Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB, also known as the Hitachi GST XL Desk 1TB USB 2.0 
External Hard Drive, is favored by many people for being a sleek and economical choice. Its 
curved and textured body allows people to grip the device and take it on the go. With one 
terabyte of storage, even the most data hungry tech-lovers will find this drive difficult to fill. 
At around $60 retail, it is a steal. Since it is a "green" device, the write time is slower, so it is 
best when used for long-term storage. It has mixed reviews from customers in terms of its 
longevity. For many, the Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB is a problem solver. However, others 
have reported it failing in a short period of time. Due to its low retail price, the device itself is 
very basic. It is best for novices with less sensitive information.  

Western Digital Elements 
Western Digital has been a number one brand of external storage space in the past. It is a 
recognized major manufacturer that has been effectively making products of this nature for 
some time. Thus, they have troubleshooted a great deal. The Western Digital Elements 
external hard drive comes in several incarnations, including 500GB, 1TB, 1.5TB, 2TB, 
2.5TB, and 3TB of storage space. With a 3.0 USB, the transfer time is significantly faster 
than 2.0 models of external hard drives. Though it is meant to lay flat, which can be a 
deterrent for some, it is seen by many as being a great value. The 1TB model retails for 
around $130. The Western Digital company also provides verification software on their 
website to check the external drive prior to use. This is a great idea, since the manufacturer's 
warranty is good for just one year. It is simple to use, and energy efficient. 

Comparing the Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB vs. 
Western Digital Elements 
Both the Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB and the Western Digital Elements external drives are 
green, energy efficient models. This is a major draw for people who are interested in saving 
on their energy bills, and being more environmentally-conscious. However, it does mean for 
a less optimal writing time. The 2.0 USB drive in the Hitachi model makes the drive 
significantly slower than the Western Digital model, since it has a 3.0 USB drive. However, 
the Western Digital external drive retails for more than twice as much. 



As far as customer feedback, Western Digital Elements has a higher incidence of customer 
satisfaction. There were not the common occurrences of product failure as were seen with the 
Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB. Both were touted as being very easy to use, which is 
important, since both of these devices are marketed towards budget-minded novices who 
want to keep their files secure at minimal cost.  

A major benefit to the Western Digital Elements external drive is though it is made for 
Windows, it can be reformatted to comply with Mac operating systems. The Hitachi external 
drive is less sophisticated, and can therefore only work with PCs. All in all, the customer 
service provided on the Western Digital site, including software to check drive performance 
exceeds the help given through Hitachi.  

With a faster and more reliable model, it is clear that the Western Digital Elements drive 
pulls in front of the competition. It is an excellent drive for its price point. However, many 
people are unwilling to shell out $130 when could take their chances with an external drive 
that has slightly less favorable reviews and takes a little bit longer to write, if it means 
spending half as much. Neither drive is considered awful. Each has its own benefits and it is 
up to customers to determine what means most to them.  

Buying on eBay 
Since both of these drives can be difficult to find in local retail outlets, eBay proves to be an 
excellent platform to find just what you are looking for. By using synonyms to search for 
relavent listings, you can expand your searches and likely find exactly what you are looking 
for. For example, the "Hitachi HXSDNB10001BBB" is also known as the "Hitachi XL 
Desk." These different searches will yeild different results. Even limiting search criteria can 
help in finding an item. If not many options are appearing, simply typing "Hitachi External 
Drive" can open up the search to more possibilities. Using the categories to browse is also a 
great way to see all of what eBay has to offer.  

	  


