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What to Look for in a Used Microscope 
Buying a used microscope can be a great way for many enthusiasts to get more bang for their 
buck by getting a better microscope at a lower cost. Most new microscopes depreciate 
significantly the moment they leave the store, so finding a good used microscope is a great 
idea. Used microscopes can be bought from independent sellers, specialty stores, and online 
retailers, like eBay. However, there is a lot to consider when thinking about buying a used 
microscope. Before buying a used microscope, enthusiasts should consider why to buy a used 
microscope, whole microscopes versus parts, how to choose the right microscope for its 
purpose, the types of microscopes, compound versus stereo scopes, whom to buy from, and 
whom to avoid buying from. Taking these factors into consideration will help shoppers know 
what to look for in a used microscope. 

Why Buy Used 
Microscopes can be as expensive as luxury automobiles, and can depreciate just as much on 
their trip home. People buy used microscopes because they can often get a better deal than if 
they were to buy new. Many people are fond of products that are not made overseas, and 
currently, many used microscopes are made in China.  

Whole Microscopes Versus Parts 
If buyers are very educated in microscope parts and assembly, purchasing an incomplete, or 
non-working, microscope may be a good option to save money. Not only that, but assembling 
a microscope can be a fun project for a lot of enthusiasts. However, buyers should be sure 
they are up to the challenge and that the microscope is one with many widely sold 
replacement parts. These parts can be purchased on eBay from sellers, and when the 
assembly is said and done, the project can cost less than buying a working microscope. 
Assembling a microscope oneself, or repairing a broken one, can be a source of pride for 
enthusiasts.  

Choosing the Right Microscope for its Purpose 
Whenever possible, microscopes made for kids should be avoided. They are generally made 
from poor quality and offer little in the way of features. Even if they are in working order, 
they are usually not worth the price, even used. Choosing a lower grade model of microscope 
is often a better option for people, because it allows them the ability to see more of what a 
microscope actually is, leading them to potentially desire a higher-grade microscope in the 
future, or even a career in the sciences.  

Types of Microscopes 



Microscopes can be categorized into small, medium, and large classifications. Small 
microscopes tend to be less expensive, more portable, and smaller in size. They are used for 
recreational purposes, rather than research. Hobbyists should set their sites for small 
microscopes because they offer all of the features that are needed without the extra bells and 
whistles. Doctors, field scientists, and schools benefit from these models. Small microscopes 
tend to run in the thousand dollar range new, and are normally a few hundred dollars used, a 
big markdown. 

Medium microscopes can cost as much as an automobile in new and unused condition. 
Academic researchers and science companies often require this type of scope. They have 
more capabilities, though the zoom is often the same as small microscopes, and are more 
complicated to use. They require a larger stationary space to use and storage. Similar to small 
microscopes, the markdown for a medium microscope can be significant. 

Large microscopes are massive. They are heavy and completely anchored in a fixed spot. 
Their size and complexity is reflected in their price. New large microscopes can cost as much 
as new luxury vehicles. Finding a good, large microscope can result in a major savings in 
price. Most research institutions and universities with science departments are required to 
have at least one of these in residence. They are especially powerful and have an incredible 
range in optics. They are not for the common hobbyist. 

Compound Scopes Versus Stereo Scopes 
Compound scopes relay information in two dimensions and usually must reflect a flat, slide 
image. Stereo scopes, however, transmit images in three dimensions. Therefore, stereo 
microscopes can be a wonder for those using them for the first time. They are also more 
versatile in that they do not need a flat image or a slide. However, most people’s needs are 
usually met with compound scopes.  

Whom to Buy From 
Adding some skepticism to shopping, especially when to comes to potentially high priced 
items, is really important for shoppers. Consider the reasons someone may want to give up a 
great microscope. Perhaps the seller is leaving a career or hobby, or would rather the money. 
Maybe it is something that has been sitting around in grandpa’s attic for a while. Or, maybe, 
someone is trying to unload a lemon. It may have faults that are not listed, so be prepared 
with questions for sellers in reference to its legitimacy as a ready to go scope. Informed 
buyers are less likely to be taken advantage of. Research is essential.  

Whom to Avoid Buying From 
Educational institutions are almost never a good place to purchase from. Students can be very 
tough on instruments, since they did not personally lay out the thousands of dollars for the 
instrument. Schools are also on budgets, so if they are getting rid of a model, it is for a good 
reason. Even if schools want to upgrade to a higher model, they can almost always use those 
lower performance models in introductory courses. Chances are models that have spent time 
in educational settings have issues with the lens and scope. Unless, buyers are interested in a 
fixer-upper, buying a used education scope is not a good idea. 



Unauthorized sellers, or sellers with little to no selling history, are not good candidates for 
purchasing high quality scopes. Having a seller with a proven history of good transactions 
and excellent communication with sellers is essential. An educated seller is often times the 
way to go, as well. Sellers should be knowledgeable enough in their product to determine its 
value and to let customers know of the factors that led to their pricing.  

Sellers with a warranties and return policies are also coveted, as they can make enthusiasts 
feel much more comfortable shelling out their hard earned cash. A fair warranty and return 
policy can allow customers to not have to worry about the possibility of a purchase being 
deficient in some way. It is important that these sellers also have positive feedback and are 
authorized sellers because a return policy from a fraud is no return policy at all. 

How to Buy a Used Microscope on eBay 
Purchasing a used microscope can be significantly easier with the help of eBay. eBay allows 
shoppers to compare products from all over the world. Customers do not have to spend hours 
driving in search of a good used microscope, instead they are just keystrokes away from 
finding their dream scope.  

By visiting eBay’s main page, you can use keywords to search for an item. Perhaps you are 
interested in an Olympus CH. By typing that into the search engine, you will find a great deal 
of matches. Maybe you are interested in a stereo microscope. Since this is a type of 
microscope, rather than a particular brand and model, a larger number of results will appear. 
Do not hesitate to explore the eBay website by taking advantage of all the browsing tools 
eBay offers. 

It is very important that when searching for a used microscope, you read the descriptions and 
view the pictures very carefully. If you have any questions at all, you should direct them to 
the seller. Remember, a well-informed customer who is not afraid to ask questions to 
determine an item’s worth is a smart customer. Sellers are often more than willing, and even 
excited, to talk about their products. Take into consideration the aforementioned tips on what 
to look for, and what to stay away from. 

Conclusion 
Buying a used microscope requires much more research and time than buying a new 
microscope. However, shoppers can get a higher end version for a lot less when buying used, 
which is a big incentive. Those purchasing a used microscope should be very careful to know 
exactly what they are looking for in terms of make, model, and its history. Inanimate objects 
cannot speak, but it is known that buying one from a school setting is often a bad idea, as it 
will have gotten a lot of use and abuse. Determine the reason for the sale, and take that into 
consideration. Purchase a microscope that will fulfill the enthusiast’s needs. Stereo scopes are 
really fun, but they may not be necessary for the intended tasks. Try to buy from authorized 
sellers, and even better, ones with return policies and warranties. For many, microscopes are 
a big investment. It is important that they know what to look for in a used microscope.  

	  


