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How to Buy Vintage Construction 
Supplies on eBay 
Vintage construction supplies can be a source of pride for many building enthusiasts. When 
items become vintage they are more difficult to come by than store bought supplies. Their 
longevity is a testament to their craftsmanship, and many enthusiasts pride themselves on 
supporting these quality goods. Using vintage construction materials has become popular in 
recent years with refurbished goods coming into popularity due to increased interest in 
sustainability, as well as rustic decor making its way into home design. Depending on the 
seller, they can be less expensive than new construction supplies. Vintage construction 
supplies can be found through specialty stores, like vintage home goods stores, as well as 
online retailers, like eBay, and through personal seller listings. Before shopping for vintage 
construction supplies on eBay, customers should consider what qualifies items to be vintage, 
why choose vintage, the vintage construction supply movement, what to watch out for, and 
finally, their budget. Educating oneself and determining a budget are the most successful 
means to begin shopping for vintage construction supplies on eBay. 

What Qualifies Items to be Vintage? 
Vintage items are items that are at least 25-30 years old and are less than 100 years in age. 
Items of a century or more are considered antique. Vintage does not qualify the item to be in 
good or working condition, rather, it simply indicates their age.  

Why Choose Vintage? 
Vintage items are appealing to buyers for a number of reasons. They may be associated with 
a time period that buyers resonate with. Their style may be indicative of past trends that are 
difficult to find now. Many earlier products were constructed on a smaller scale, which can 
indicate that more care was taken in their production and they will better stand the test of 
time. Earlier products were also not commonly outsourced to other countries. Vintage 
enthusiasts are often more apt to reuse past materials, rather than discard them in favor of 
newer goods. The fact that these supplies have lasted a number of decades already indicates 
that they are often well-crafted and may hold up better than even new supplies.  

Vintage Construction Supplies Movement 
Like many vintage goods in recent years, vintage construction supplies have been 
increasingly sought after. Reclaimed barn board wood flooring in particular has become 
trendy in metropolitan salons, spas, restaurants, showrooms, and art galleries. Not only is it a 
great conversation piece, but it is a way that many people can work to reduce their 
environmental footprint. Reusing, rather than creating new, is one of the core beliefs in 
sustainability.  



Mid-century designs, in particular, have become very popular. Using authentic supplies from 
that era is a way for many people to show their interest in the aesthetic. Since the items are 
authentically from that time period, they are often more meaningful to customers than a 
reproduction. 

Authentic vintage accents can be incorporated into modern settings for an eclectic decor. For 
example, vintage doorknobs can be added to a new door for a unique look. A vintage claw 
foot bathtub could be incorporated into a common washroom, resulting in an elegant touch. 
Barn hinges can be reused in a house to add to a rustic atmosphere. These are all ways that 
vintage construction supplies are often incorporated into everyday design. 

What to Watch Out for 
Vintage construction supplies that are heavily used, like hammers and other tools, should be 
examined closely for signs of disrepair. A tool, if used for its intended use, should be sturdy 
enough to not only get the job done, but also last. Reusing is wonderful for the environment, 
but customers must ensure that the item that they buy will withstand the demands of use. 
Customers should not be afraid to ask sellers questions about these goods to guarantee that 
the item they are admiring is worth the investment. Questions regarding returns in case of 
dissatisfaction should be addressed at this time, as well. 

Goods should be carefully examined to be sure that they possess all of the qualities shoppers 
are looking for, as well. For example, if customers are looking for a glass doorknob from the 
1950’s, they should be careful to note that the item is from that era, made of those particular 
materials, in working order with limited flaws. If customers are shopping on eBay, they 
should closely analyze the pictures provided for any imperfections. With vintage goods, 
imperfections are to be expected, but customers should be aware of any blemishes and 
prepared to accept them. Any and all descriptions of the items should be carefully read. 
Again, questions regarding the item should be addressed to the seller. 

Budget 
Vintage construction supplies can vary widely. With increased interest in repurposed wood 
flooring, the price has increased. Customers should be sure to look around at their options. 
Smaller, specialized stores in more expensive areas will have prices that reflect their 
audience. Shopping online can be a great advantage in cases like this because there is more 
competition. Websites with many vendors in particular, like eBay, can often give shoppers a 
good look at a variety of price points. Once customers have determined the average costs of 
the goods they are interested in buying, they can then determine a budget.  

Once the budget is set, customers should be firm in their commitment to stay within that 
limit. Doing so will ensure that customers are satisfied with their purchase, and will limit 
buyer’s remorse. Remember, choosing a budget is an educated decision and that that number 
was chosen for a reason. Therefore, it is best not to stray too far from it, or risk overpaying 
for an item that is lower in value. 

With vintage goods, historic and cultural significance can play a part in the item’s value. This 
is something to take into consideration. Customers may find the perfect moulding pitch, but if 



it is a unique design made by a particularly significant artist in a limited batch, it could be 
more expensive than other moulding pitches.  

Shipping is another point to consider. Larger and heavier items can cost more to ship. This 
will either be incorporated into the price of the actual item, or will be charged in a shipping 
rate. Items can often be available for pick up, which is sometimes noted on the listing. 
However, if it is not listed, do not rule out the possibility. For many sellers, shipping a large 
item is time consuming and a bit of a hassle, so if the option is not listed and the seller is not 
too far away, message the seller with the suggestion. It could work out to the benefit of both 
parties involved. 

How to Buy Vintage Construction Supplies on eBay 
You need not spend hours searching for and driving to specialty shops for vintage 
construction supplies only to be disappointed in the small selection. eBay offers customers a 
great platform for comparing goods within the confines of their own home. Since eBay has 
venders from all over the world, finding the perfect item at the right price is significantly 
easier. Consider the qualities most important to you in the product and the budget you have in 
mind while shopping. 

If, for example, you are looking for a vintage caterpillar dozer, simply type in the search bar 
on eBay’s main page “vintage caterpillar dozer” for results matching your search criteria. 
Feel free to limit or widen your search so that you can find the right item for yourself. Read 
each description carefully to ensure that the item will fit your needs.  

You may find that certain items may be included in your results that do not match 
specifically what you are looking for. When typing in “vintage barn board,” a hutch or a 
flannel shirt may show up in your results. This is because in their description, the words you 
searched for were mentioned. If you find a great number of seemingly irrelevant items, 
choosing different key words can help you find your ideal results. 

Examining seller feedback is a great way for customers to be able to somewhat predict their 
own experiences with the seller. If the seller is known to ship in a timely manner and provide 
great correspondence, you can look forward to that seller being reliable. You should never be 
hesitant to ask the seller any questions about the item you are interested in. Since the seller is 
choosing this particular item to sell, they may be very knowledgeable about it and be able to 
provide a great amount of insight as to the items effectiveness for your intended use of it. 

Conculsion 
By using eBay as a resource, shoppers can find what they want more easily and effectively. 
They should keep in mind the definition of vintage and if choosing vintage will fit their 
needs. Examining the item carefully is necessary. Read all descriptions and look at pictures 
closely. Do not hesitate to ask sellers any questions. Once customers have determined the 
qualities they would like in a vintage construction supply item, they should find the average 
price and determine  a budget. Informed customers will not pay more for an item than it is 
worth, and will therefore, feel satisfied with their purchase. Take into consideration shipping 
costs. If customers choose to pick up an item, consider the cost of transporting it themselves. 



Choosing a vintage item over a newer item can be a way for customers to both reduce their 
negative environmental impact and obtain an item that is more authentic than a reproduction.  

	
  


