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8 Tips to Maximize Your Solar Energy 
System 
Solar energy systems utilize renewable resources and are considered clean for the 
environment. If homeowners have made the decision to incorporate solar power into their 
house, then they have also taken a step to reduce their carbon footprint, which ultimately 
benefits the world. Solar energy systems do not expel carbon emissions as gasoline does, and 
is an infinite resource. The fossil fuels that most people are reliant on are finite resources. 
Right now, renewable energy, like solar and wind power, only account for 2% of energy 
production. Taking steps to become less reliant on finite resources may be a larger initial 
investment, but it is expected to pay off. With a solar energy system installed, it is important 
to take the time to make sure homeowners are receiving optimal results from their solar 
energy system. Solar energy systems can be purchased at specialty stores and online vendors, 
like eBay. Professional installation, placement, wattage, installation, energy safety, 
maintenance, research, and communication are all essential parts to solar energy use. Using 
these 8 tips will allow people to effectively maximize their solar energy system. 

Tips to Maximize Your Solar Energy System 
The following advice is meant to allow homeowners to get the most of their solar energy 
systems. Taking these tips into consideration will allow people to both save money and get 
the most out of their investment. Though solar energy systems can be expensive, the return 
investment on them is large. Here is how to get the most out of it: 

Tip 1: Professional Installation 

Yes, installing one’s own panels will save homeowners money, initially. However, solar 
panels are expensive and installing them incorrectly is likely to cause a lack of energy 
absorption. Ultimately, that money homeowners thought they saved installing the panels 
themselves will be lost in panels that do not work correctly, or to their full potential. 
Professional installers know the best way to place solar panels. It is their job; they are experts 
who do this every day.  

Tip 2: Placement 

Solar panels should be placed where they will get optimal sun exposure. They should be 
tipped at an angle toward the sun. Professional installers will be able to help homeowners 
decide on the best placement. The panels should be placed where there is the most sun 
exposure during the year. Some homeowners are emotionally connected to their properties 
where it may be difficult from them to put aesthetics aside and go with the placement the 
installer suggests. It is important to remember that although installing solar panels alters the 
appearance of a home, it is ultimately beneficial to both the occupants and the environment. 



Tip 3: Wattage 

It is essential for homeowners to calculate their wattage prior to deciding the amount and size 
of panels needed. When calculating wattage, homeowners should do so based on energy 
needs during the months with the highest demand, and consider winter sunshine levels. 
Typically, homes use the most energy in the winter. Sun exposure levels are also lower 
during the winter months. For most people, winter is the best time of year to plan the amount 
of wattage needed. Planning for wattage based on the most difficult time of year ensures that 
homeowners will be prepared for any time of year. 

Tip 4: Insulation 

To keep energy inside, doors and windows should be insulated. Windows should be double 
paned, and doors should be insulated. Insulation strips and sweeps are incredibly important in 
keeping heat in. Opening and closing doors can release a great deal of heat. Making limited 
trips outside can help keep heat in, as well as keeping doors closed. WIth a certain amount of 
planning and thinking before acting, energy can easily be saved and kept inside. 

Tip 5: Energy Safe All Around 

Maintaining a home with energy efficient appliances, from refrigerators to light bulbs can cut 
down on energy use and make a home run more smoothly. Energy Star rated appliances mean 
that it has been rated as an energy efficient device. Just like solar panels, newer energy 
efficient appliances and products can be expensive initially; however, they tend to pay for 
themselves in energy savings. Learning to turn lights off in rooms that are unoccupied and 
examining the home for leaking faucets and pipes really helps cut down on energy expenses.  

Tip 6: Maintenance 

Customers should make sure their panels are well maintained. There is very little involved in 
this, as solar panels are low maintenance after their installation. Unlike generators, solar 
panels do not have moving parts, so there are no belts or tubes to replace. Panels should be 
examined to make sure they are secure and cleaned every so often to provide optimal results. 
If homeowners live in a snowy area, the snow should be cleared from the solar panels to 
provide direct exposure to the sun and more energy absorption. Trimming trees may be 
necessary, as the more direct sunlight, the more energy these solar panels can provide for 
families. 

Tip 7: Research 

Examine the cost of solar panels before purchasing them. Shopping around is essential to 
finding the best value. Research customer and expert opinions regarding different brands and 
types of solar panels. Speaking with experts on the subject, is always a good idea. However, 
take all advice from those with an investment in the goods with a grain of salt. Those who are 
selling a product will want customers to choose their product and will show it in the best light 
possible. Therefore, balancing feedback from salespeople with customer reviews who have 
no investment in further purchases of the product is really important. Customers reviews are 
often valued because they have been in the same spot as potential customers. They have 



many of the same thoughts and concerns. Plus, the average customer is not an expert and can 
provide that novice viewpoint. 

Tip 8: Talk About It 

By talking about decisions to choose alternate sources of energy, particularly renewable 
energy, customers can open a dialogue about environmentalism and saving money. Some 
people can feel uncomfortable with the idea of green energy, most often because they do not 
know anything about the subject. Educating neighbors on the return involved in solar energy 
may encourage them to go green themselves. When people think about solar energy it may 
seem unattainable and expensive. By talking to neighbors about it they may be more apt to 
ask questions and research it themselves. At the very least, talking to neighbors about solar 
energy is a friendly gesture. 

How to Buy Solar Energy Systems and Accessories on 
eBay 
eBay allows you to search for energy efficient systems from the comfort of your own home. 
It allows you a selection not often found in most towns and cities. Online pricing can be more 
competitive because the amount of sellers is greater. Simply type, “home solar panels” in the 
search box of eBay’s main page and you will find results in moments. 

Always have your budget in mind when purchasing any items. This will ensure that you do 
not have buyer’s remorse, and feel happy and confident with your purchase. When creating 
your budget, do not forget to add in the cost of shipping. Solar panels are large and breakable 
products, therefore costing more to ship. 

Consider your research. Search for qualities and brands that appeal most to you and your 
needs. Whenever possible use synonyms to receive a larger amount of results. Customer 
reviews on seller profiles can be very helpful in determining what your overall experience 
with the seller will be. If a seller has positive feedback regarding correspondence and 
accurateness of product, then you can feel confident that you will have a good experience 
with this seller. 

Conclusion 
Solar panels are a great step in the direction of becoming more energy efficient, and, after the 
initial investment, saving money. Remember that professional installation is always the way 
to go. Professionals are experts in this subject, and should be utilized for their expertize. The 
return on having a properly installed solar energy system is great, and much higher than the 
amount saved with do-it-yourself installation. Placement may be a difficult decision for 
some, but they should remember that panels placed in a sunny location will yield the best 
results. Prior to purchasing a solar energy system, customers should determine their wattage 
during the month when the most energy is used and the least amount of solar energy is 
expelled. For most people, this is during the winter months. Proper insulation, and energy 
efficient appliances all help to lower wattage needed. Proper maintenance of solar panels is 
important, as well. Luckily, solar panels do not require a great deal of work after installation. 
Researching and talking to neighbors about solar panels is also a great step in the right 



direction. Though it may seem like a lot, the return in investment is great, both for customers’ 
wallets and for the environment. 

	  


