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10 Tips for Using Screen Printing 
Machines 
The screen printing process allows for the transfer of images using woven mesh to and ink 
blocking stencils onto materials, such a poster paper and t-shirts. Screen printing machines 
themselves vary. Some simply aid in the printing process, while others help achieve an 
optimal screen exposure. A good screen printing machine helps in all steps of the screen 
printing process and is simple to use. Screen printed goods have gained popularity in recent 
years, with many musical bands and organizations taking advantage of the printing style to 
produce promotional material. Screen printers can be purchased at specialty stores and online 
retailers, like eBay. Many aspects need to be considered when screen printing, including ink 
quality, stirring the ink, screens, mesh count, squeegee, press, curing, thinning colors, 
pressure, strokes, and cleaning. By following these simple eleven tips for using a screen 
printing machine, enthusiasts will be able to produce quality work. 

Tips for Using Screen Printing Machines 
Using a screen printing machine may seem a bit complex at first, so it is important to follow 
the instructions carefully. In addition, following these tips can help enthusiasts avoid the 
common mistakes many novices make, and help them become expert screen printers. 

Tip 1: Ink Quality 

Ink quality is essential in producing quality work. Ink can be too runny or too thick, making 
the printing difficult. The print is likely not to be representative of the design if the ink is too 
stiff or runny. Having ink of ill consistency will make absorption and transfer difficult. To 
remedy this, soft hand clear and curable reducer should be applied to the ink. Soft hand clear 
adjusts the pigmentation and makes the ink creamer and easier to spread. When using soft 
hand clear, people do not need to use as much squeegee pressure, so results are often better. 
Curable reducer alters the adhesive material in the ink and makes the ink spread more easily. 
Modifying the ink with these products allows for better and faster printing, and saves ink. 

Tip 2: Stir the Ink 

Ink settles, and plastisol ink thickens when it is not in use. Enthusiasts should take the time to 
blend the ink completely by stirring it. They should not add any thinner before the ink is 
completely blended, because it may not need it. A nice, creamy ink requires less pressure, 
does not dull squeegees as quickly or loosen screens, and ultimately produces better work. 

Tip 3: Screens 

Screens should be tight. A loose screen will cause bleeding in the image, resulting in a flawed 
image. Tight screens do not allow for the image to move and are a better means of using 



capillary action to set the image. Enthusiasts do not have to use as much pressure with tight 
screens, as well. Ink is cut and deposited more evenly with tight screens. Loose screens show 
an irregular deposit of capillary action with the center of the deposit having more ink than the 
sides. This irregular distribution shows for a lower screen print quality. If a screen becomes 
loose, it should be replaced or repaired.  

Tip 4: Mesh Count 

Each screen has a different mesh count. Higher mesh counts release less ink onto the print. If 
enthusiasts are using multiple colors and screens, they should use a higher mesh count to 
release less ink, as ink will be layered in multiple applications. For a more saturated, one 
screen look, a lower mesh count would be optimal. 

Tip 5: Squeegee 

The squeegee spreads the ink over the screen. Therefore, it is imperative that the squeegee is 
straight and sharp. A dull or crooked squeegee would result in irregular prints due to uneven 
ink disbursement. Squeegees can be sharpened, and should be as necessary, even if that 
means sharpening it every day. 

Tip 6: Press 

The platen must never move during printing. Even the slightest movement will result in a 
distorted image. It does not matter if the person printing has done everything else right, a 
shifting platen will disable the image. It is also important that during this time the color arm 
does not deflect when going in or out of the registration gate.  

Tip 7: Curing 

Ink needs time to cure. It cannot be sped up with higher temperatures. It just needs time, 
which there is no substitution for. Some inks require more time and less heat to get a full cure 
and fuse with the fabric. Be sure to have patience and let the heat and ink do its job. 

Tip 8: Thinning Colors 

When printing a design with multiple colors, the first is needed to penetrate the deepest. 
Subsequent colors do not have to be as thick, because they are layered on top. Therefore, 
using a thinning agent for top colors can be a way of producing quality prints and saving ink. 

First Color Applied/First Screen Thicker Density Ink 

Second Color Applied/Second Screen Medium Density Ink 

Third Color Applied/Third Screen Lighter Density Ink 

	  

Tip 9: Pressure 



Thick ink requires a great deal of pressure to evenly disperse onto the material. As discussed 
earlier, ink of good consistency, not too thick or thin, will transfer an image with less 
pressure required and is more likely to turn out well. If excessive pressure is used, prints will 
come out shadowed and uneven. When printing on dark cotton shirts, excessive pressure will 
result in a dull ink because it is driven too far into the garment. The goal is to use medium 
pressure with one swipe for a great print. 

Tip 10: Strokes 

One stroke is best. Two strokes are the most that should be used in one direction. Three or 
more strokes in multiple directions does not work the ink into the garment better. Instead a 
single stroke in one direction with medium pressure is sufficient in transferring an image. 
Feeling the need to make more strokes often indicates that the ink is too thick. 

Tip 11: Cleaning 

Enthusiasts should clean as they go. It is as simple as that. Cleaning as you work, and 
becoming aware of ink prohibits transfer of ink onto other materials. Squeegee handles and 
screen frame edges should be clear of all ink, because that is where people touch the most. 
Try not to grab the squeegee too far down on the handle to avoid ink splatter. Ruining a 
perfect print with a fingerprint is an awful shame, and best avoided.  

How to Buy Screen Printing Machines and Supplies on 
eBay 
Since eBay supports sellers from all over the world, there is a greater amount of competition, 
resulting in better prices for consumers. Customers do not have to rely on local specialty 
stores that demand higher prices for their goods. Instead, they can price compare easily from 
the convenience of their home. Before purchasing any goods, decide on a budget. This will 
keep you from making a purchase you may regret, and will increase your satisfaction in the 
product and experience.  

Begin by specifying keywords in the search bar on eBay’s main page. For example, if you are 
looking for a screen printing press, simply type it in the search search bar. eBay will help you 
sort through the matches to find the equipment you need by allowing you to divide the results 
into categories. It is also a good idea to use synonyms to find different results. Typing 
“screen printing machine” will yield different results, and may be more in line with what you 
are looking for. 

Be sure to read the descriptions carefully and look at the pictures. Do not hesitate to ask the 
seller any questions you may have about the items. Seller feedback can be an effective means 
of predicting your experience with the seller. If sellers have reviews indicating they are quick 
to respond to customer inquiries and provide great communication, you can expect a similar 
interaction. Give ink time to cure, and dilute inks that are used on the top layer. 

Conclusion 
Screen printing is a rewarding practice. Artists are able to reprint work and see results in little 
time. It is important to examine ink quality before beginning. Stir ink first, and if it needs 



additives, do not hesitate to include them. This will cut down on ink costs and provide for a 
better print overall. Screens should be tight and mesh count should be appropriate for the 
purpose. Squeegees must be sharp and straight, and platen should not move at all during the 
printing process. Only moderate pressure is necessary for needed for printing and only one 
swipe should be used whenever possible. If two swipes are required, they must be in the same 
direction. Artists should keep their workspace clean and avoid grabbing too low on the 
squeegee handle to avoid transferring ink. Screen printing is an art, and though it may seem 
like a lot to remember, these steps will help enthusiasts become expert screen printers. 

	  


