
Type of Buying Guide: behavioral 

Keywords/Categories on eBay: Motors: Parts & Accessories 

How to Change Your Motorcycle Tire 
Knowing the proper method to changing a motorcycle tire is incredibly important because drivers’ safety 
depends on it. Installing a tire improperly can have serious repercussions. Likewise, installing a motorcycle 
tire can compromise safety, since pressure and force are used. Therefore, it is essential that motorcycle 
enthusiasts are educated in the correct way to change a motorcycle tire. Doing so will save them time and 
money, as well as allow them to become more involved in their pastime. There are a number of tools that 
drivers must use in order to complete this task. These are listed below and can be found at various specialty 
stores and online retailers, like eBay. Understanding the benefits, preparing for the event, learning how to 
remove the old tire, then install the new tire, and taking into consideration guidance and safety will all lend 
to effectively completing the task of changing a motorcycle tire. 

Benefits 
Changing their own motorcycle tire themselves allows for motorists to be so much more involved in their 
activity of choice and much more knowledgeable in the subject of motorcycle maintenance. Those who ride 
motorcycles often do so because they are interested in it. Gaining more knowledge enriches people’s own 
experiences of their pastime. If an unforeseen error were to ever occur and the aid of professionals simply 
was not present, it is reassuring to know that the enthusiast may be able to solve or offer a temporary 
solution to this situation. People become more self-sufficient with increased knowledge. Plus, it’s 
impressive to people who are not familiar with motorcycle maintenence. It may even spark an interest in 
them, allowing enthusiasts to be a driving force behind others’ new pursuits. 

Preperation 
Having the right tools for the job is, without question, essential in changing a motorcycle tire. The task 
cannot be performed without them. Tools can be found at many specialty automotive stores, as well as 
automotive departments in large retail stores, and can be found online at venders such as eBay. Spray on 
silicone lubricant or dish detergent is needed, as well as tire irons, a breezer tire tool, valve core tool, bead 
breaker, compressed air pump, and a pencil. Drivers should be sure to have these items handy before 
starting the process of removing the old tire and installing the new tire so that the operation can run 
smoothly with little interruption. 

Removing the Old Tire 
Grab the valve core tool and deflate the tire. The air will come out with force, so get a good grip on the 
tool. Once the air has escaped, use a pencil to mark the rim of the wheel with an arrow indicating the 
rotation direction. The bead is the inner edge of the tire. Detach the bead from the rim by using the bead 
breaker tool. This may require a decent amount of force. Once it has broken, there will be a pop noise. Flip 
the tire over and repeat the breaking the bead process. Spray the lubricant, or rub the dish detergent on both 
sides of the tire beads. This allows drivers to place the tire irons under the bead and extract the tire from the 
rim. One tire iron can be used, or multiple can be placed strategically along the bead for better removal. A 
certain amount of force is required with removing the tire from the rim, so owners should be prepared to 
exert a bit of strength. 



Installing the New Tire 
The inner walls of the new tire must be lubricated thoroughly. Users should follow the arrow symbol 
created earlier on the rim and match up the direction of the new tire. The spin should follow the direction of 
the arrow. Using the tire irons, attach the wheel to the rim. Drivers should be sure to have the tire wall 
between the tire and the rim allowing the tire iron to force the tire into the rim. Inflate the tire partially 
using the compressed air pump. It should be inflated enough to give it a sense of shape and sturdiness, but 
should not be fully inflated. The breeze air tool will allow motorists to secure the bead to the rim. Once 
securing the bead in one spot, rotate the tire to secure the bead through the circumference of the rim. 
Finally, users must inflate the tire to the recommended level of pounds per square inch (PSI) for their tire.  

Guidence 
If at any point during the process of shopping for tools or changing their motorcycle tire, people become 
flustered, they should seek the guidance of experts and professionals. If drivers are unsure which tire iron 
would work most efficiently for their motorcycle, they should consult the seller. Customers should not be 
afraid to ask questions or visit automotive shops in search of advice. The internet has wonderful resources, 
including step-by-step tutorials in changing motorcycle tires. Motorcycle enthusiasts need not purchase 
goods from these stores, as it is always smart to price-compare. Most professionals are more than willing to 
offer guidance. Oftentimes speaking with a budding devotee of their profession is a welcome change to the 
normal routine. 

Safety 
It is essential that motorists use precautions when installing a new motorcycle tire. They should follow 
directions and understand them before taking on the task. With changing a motorcycle tire, strength and 
pressure are often applied. People should be absolutely sure that fingers are out of the way, and that they 
are wearing protective gear, including shoes and gloves. The last thing budding enthusiasts need is to 
wedge their finger between a tire and rim, causing pain and breaking skin. It is always a good idea to 
perform unfamiliar tasks with the aid of someone else. Two sets of eyes are better than one, and if help is 
needed, the other person can get it. This is not an essentially dangerous task; however, precaution should 
always be taken with automotive maintenance.  

Likewise, if a tire is installed incorrectly, it can put the driver in harm’s way. If ever cyclists are unsure that 
their tire is incorrectly installed and they are unsure how to fix it, they should not ride it. They should seek 
counsel from trained professionals. This is extremely important, as unsafe vehicles should not be on the 
road. They are a danger to those riding it, other motorists, as well as pedestrians. 

How to Buy Tools to Change Your Motorcycle Tire on 
eBay 
eBay allows customers to not only search from the convenience of their home for automotive tools, but also 
lets people price compare in a way that is out of the lense of pushy salespeople. Once you know what tools 
you are looking for, searching for them on eBay is easy. Simply type the criterion in the search bar on 
eBay’s main page. For example, typing “motorcycle tire irons” will yield many relevant responses. Being 
more or less specific will produce correspondingly broader or more narrow results. 

If you do not already have a compressed air pump, you will need to purchase one to fulfill the task of 
changing your motorcycle tire. Refer back to the preparation section for guidance on tools. Take into 
consideration your interactions with professionals and sellers when deciding which tools would best fit 



your needs. Feel free to play around with keywords and browse sections of eBay to find your desired 
results. 

As with any product, it is important to note shipping costs and times when working out the cost and 
deadline of your overall project. Consider the quality of the merchandise, what you need from it, and 
choose accordingly. If you would like to complete your project within the next week, choose an item that 
will be shipped immediately and be expected to be delivered in five business days or less. Many sellers 
offer expedited shipping, though additional fees may apply. 

Conclusion 
Learning to change motorcycle tires allows enthusiasts to become more active in their pastimes. They are 
able to deal with unforeseen situations more effectively, and gain a sense of worth from the mastery of a 
certain subject. Not only that, but in the long run, motorists will save money by doing these tasks 
themselves, rather than going to a costly mechanic. Labor fees can be quite expensive. Though the initial 
cost for tools may seem steep, if this is a pastime motorists are bent on pursuing, it will pay for itself. 
Enthusiasts should follow and understand the steps in changing a motorcycle tire. As novices, they should 
not improvise. They should above all, keep safety in mind when changing the tire, as well as assessing it 
for roadworthiness. Learning to change one’s own tire is a rewarding experience when drivers give 
themselves the permission to become more educated. The resources are out there. It is up to the driver to 
take that step into true ownership. 

 

	  


