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How to Buy a Car Key Fob on eBay 
Key Fobs for remote wireless entry into cars have made life easier for people in many ways. 
People no longer have to balance their belongings while trying to unlock a door. Instead, fob 
users need only to push a single button to unlock doors and gain access to their vehicles. 
Though fobs are commonplace on many newer model vehicles, there are times when wireless 
car remotes need to be replaced due to loss or damage. Some older model cars can be 
equipped with fobs, giving these drivers the luxury and freedom of wireless entry. Key fobs 
can be purchased through dealerships, specialty stores, and online vendors, such as eBay. In 
order to ensure that customers are satisfied with their purchase, they must first understand 
how remote entry works, if it is safe, how programming the key fob works, if they can buy a 
key fob for their car, and how to buy a car key fob on eBay. 

How Does Remote Entry Work? 
The key fob is a small remote with buttons allowing drivers to lock and unlock their cars, 
open doors and trunks, and alarm their vehicles. Some fobs allow for vehicles to start their 
engines, though for the vehicle to move the key must be placed in the ignition. The key fob is 
able to perform these tasks by transmitting a coded signal, usually of forty characters, over a 
radio frequency. The coded signal must match the code programmed in the receiver. An 
additional code is sent with a command. This frequency is only distinguishable from a certain 
distance, usually 15-60 feet (or 5-20 meters). Once the signal is transmitted, a receiver in the 
car reads the code, recognizes the matching code, and performs the task that the additional 
code indicates, such as opening the left side door. 

Is Key Fob Entry Safe? 
Security codes sent to allow cars to open are designed to be unique. There is a one in a billion 
chance of a driver’s key fob unlocking the wrong car. That means that a person is 100 times 
more likely to do something that would warrant his or her mention in a history book than the 
likelihood that he or she would unlock a neighbor’s car. Key fob entry is very safe, in that 
people will not be able to unlock others’ vehicles. 

by allowing them to gain access to the interior of their vehicle faster and more efficiently. 
People are less likely to be abducted or mugged if they have quick and efficient access to 
their vehicle and can alert the alarm system, calling attention to predators.  

How Does Programming the Key Fob Work? 
Programming is usually done by automakers at the time they are assembling the vehicles. 
They install a transmitter in the vehicle and a program a remote fab with the corresponding 
codes for activation. However, there are times when a fab must be replaced, and 



reprogramming is needed. Many replacement fobs come with instructions, while others 
require a trained auto technician to program the wireless remote access.  

One example of how a key fob can be programmed is by turning the ignition key on and off 
eight times in ten seconds or less, allowing the car to revert to the programming mode. Users 
would then push a button on all of the transmitters, such as “open trunk,” they want the 
vehicle to recognise. Most cars support at least four transmitters. After this, the user should 
switch the ignition off. Drivers should keep in mind that there is no universal programming 
method for key fobs, and when shopping for key fobs, they should take programming into 
consideration. If drivers would like to program their own fobs, they should specifically shop 
for fobs with instructions, as not every fob sold on eBay comes with instructions. 

Can Anyone Buy a Key Fob for His or Her Car? 
Many cars that were never equipped with remote entry can still have that function. However, 
they require not only the key fob, but also a transmitter in the vehicle. This may be difficult 
to install, depending on the mechanical experience of people. It is, therefore, important that 
users take into consideration their own knowledge and the cost of having this system installed 
by a certified technician. 

Cars already set up with wireless entry system, that need only a replacement fob, should 
make sure their transmitter corresponds with the fob purchased. Customers should look a the 
make and model, including year, of their vehicle when researching the best remote for the 
job. Some wireless remote systems may work for multiple models. Buyers should be sure to 
shop around and ask questions to ensure that they are not purchasing the wrong fob for their 
car. 

Additional Guidance and Research 

Asking for guidance when shopping is entirely expected. Customers should ask questions to 
make sure that the key fob will be the right fit for their car. Many customers price key fobs at 
specialty stores and ask for guidance from specialists and sales people before making their 
purchase. This way, they can be sure that the item they are getting is perfect for their needs. 
Customers can also see the general pricing of the item at other stores, comparing it to the 
rates on eBay. Most will find that the rates of goods on eBay are very competitive with the 
prices of physical stores. If customers find a key fob that is perfect, they should copy down 
the specific make and model of the item, and the UPC code, if possible. That way, they can 
ensure they are searching for the same item on eBay. 

Customers should research fobs, using expert opinions, like auto specialists, and user 
reviews. So many reviews can be found online. Buyers should determine the positive and 
negative attributes of each item and use that in their decision making process. 

How to Buy a Car Key Fob on eBay 
Buying a key fob on eBay is easy when one considers the scenarios described above. The fob 
must have a corresponding transmitter built into the car. Instructions for installation should 
be included, especially if you are planning on installing the device yourself. As always, 
buyers should not hesitate to ask sellers any questions regarding the items they are selling on 



eBay. It is imperative that the fob relates to the transmitter already in the vehicle, or that a 
transmitter is included. Sellers can help answer questions regarding this and the universality 
of a particular key fob. 

Perhaps you are looking for a replacement fob for your 2011 Toyota Corolla. Simply type 
“2011 Toyota Corolla Key Fob” into the search box on eBay’s main page. Dozens of results 
will appear with people selling key fobs fitting the transmitters equipped in that particular 
model. Maybe you’re looking for a “universal key fob.” By typing that in you are able to 
view many listings for key fobs that are not particular to just one make or model of vehicle. 
However, it is important to read the small print and ask any questions necessary to ensure 
that it is usable for your car. 

When searching, you should try to enter synonyms to yield different results. Another way to 
say “key fob” would be “wireless car remote,” for example. Take into consideration shipping 
costs and delivery estimates. If you do not feel comfortable programming a key fob yourself, 
factor in the cost of labor by a car mechanic. Consider the history and feedback of sellers. 
Have they had many positive reviews? What are the criticisms other buyers have listed? If 
the seller has a return policy, that can be very attractive for buyers. All of this can help 
influence your purchase, and ensure you are happy with your key fob. 

Conclusion 
Buying a key fob can be very easy with the right help. Specialists, sales people, and users can 
all help buyers in the process of choosing the right car key fob to fit the car and the needs of 
the driver. Sellers on eBay are often knowledgeable and willing to answer any questions 
headed their way. Oftentimes, understanding the technology involved in wireless remote 
entry systems allows customers to more sensibly shop for their product, and may even allow 
for them to install the item. Customers should be sure to consider shipping costs and times, 
return policies, and seller information and history in their decision-making process. The 
likelihood of another driver unlocking one’s car is nominal, so buyers can feel reassured that 
their car is safe with a remote access system. Ultimately, key fobs are an excellent way to 
simplify customers’ lives and keep them safe. The ease at which someone can open a trunk 
with an armful of groceries, or hit a panic button at the moment of an intruder, is 
fundamentally priceless.  
	  


