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Car Key Fob Buying Guide 
Key fobs allow for drivers to not have to fumble around with physical locks. Instead, drivers 
are able to use a remote wireless entry system to open their car doors. By pushing a single 
button, drivers can unlock doors with ease. No longer must they balance shopping bags while 
trying to unlock doors in a cold parking lot. Instead, car key fobs make the task as easy as 
pushing a button. Though many key fobs come standard with vehicles, they do not always. 
This, however, does not prevent customers from enjoying the benefits of remote wireless 
entry. Key fobs can be bought and programmed for vehicles with only a small amount of 
subject knowledge. Dealerships, specialty stores, and online retailers, like eBay, all sell a 
wide assortment of car key fobs. For customers to be entirely satisfied with their buying 
experience, they must first understand how key fobs work, what makes key fobs a safe 
purchase, how programming a key fob works, and what they need in order to get a key fob 
for their vehicle. 

How Do Key Fobs Work? 
A key fob is a tiny remote control that either attaches to customers’ keychain or to the car key 
itself. There are buttons on the fob indicating, most commonly lock and unlock. Extra 
buttons, including ones to open specific sliding doors or trunks are also available on some 
models. There are even key fobs designed to even start cars’ engines. 

The key fob is able to perform the aforementioned tasks by transmitting a coded wireless 
signal over a radio frequency. The signal commonly consists of about forty characters. The 
receiver in the vehicle verifies that the signal matches the one programmed into it. The 
command is sent with a separate command, which is performed only if the signal is accepted. 
This frequency is only distinguished by the vehicle from a particular distance of 15-60 feet 
(or 5-20 meters) commonly, so if drivers push a button on their key fob when they are inside 
their house or at work, the operation is not performed.  

What Makes Key Fobs a Safe Purchase? 
The security code, or code preceding the operation command code, is unique. Since there are 
so many possibilities with forty characters, the likelihood of two vehicles in close proximity 
to one another nearly impossible. Drivers do not have to worry that their key fob will unlock 
another vehicle, or vice versa.  

Not only that, but key fobs are often touted as a security feature in and of themselves. Drivers 
are able to safely access their vehicle without fumbling to unlock it manually at a close 
distance. Therefore, the unfortunate event of an abduction or mugging at the location of their 
car is less likely. People are able to enter their car quickly and efficiently.  

How is a Key Fob Programmed? 



When automakers are assembling their vehicles, receivers are programmed with the security 
code. A key fob is then activated recognizing the same security code. This is standard on 
many vehicles. However, when a key fob is in need of replacement or when an owner would 
like to install a key fob system in their vehicle, there are additional steps one must take to 
ensure it will work properly. If the key fob does not come with instructions specific to that 
particular fob, as methods of installation vary, then a trained technician often must install 
and/or program the system. 

One method of instruction for a particular fob begins by telling drivers to turn the ignition 
key on and off eight times in ten seconds. This puts the car in program mode. Drivers are 
then instructed to push each button on the fob that the user would like the car to recognize, 
such as lock or unlock. Most cars recognize at least four commands. Once this is done, 
drivers must turn the ignition off and their key fob has been programmed. There is no 
universal method for programming a key fob, however. This is just one example. When 
considering a key fob, drivers should take into thought the prospect of programming a key 
fob themselves and if that is feasible for them, even with instructions. If it seems too 
complicated, they should work in the cost of a trained auto technician’s assistance into their 
budget.  

What Drivers Need to get a Key Fob System 
Operational 
Cars that were never initially programmed with key fob are still often eligible for key fob 
use. However, the programming process is not as simple as with a vehicle that already used a 
key fob. Buyers must purchase not only a key fob, but also a transmitter for the vehicle. 
Transmitters are often internal and may be difficult for some people to install. They should, 
therefore, take into consideration the additional cost of a key fob, transmitter, and possible 
auto technician’s services. Drivers should not overestimate their own abilities and be realistic 
when it comes to installation. 

Cars ready with wireless remote systems only needing a replacement fob are a different 
situation. Drivers should make sure that the new fob corresponds with the transmitter already 
installed in the vehicle. The make, model, and year of the vehicle are often good ways to 
begin the search, as key fobs will indicate what cars they work with transmitters from. 
Oftentimes, wireless remote systems can work for multiple models of vehicles. This makes 
them more appealing to consumers and easier to produce for companies.  

Seeking Consult	  

Drivers should not shy away from asking questions when determining the best key fob 
system for their vehicle. It is imperative that users are sure the key fob will work with their 
particular car before purchasing the item. Asking questions is entirely expected and is the 
mark of a good consumer. There are a number of sources for advice when searching for the 
right key fob.  

Sellers at specialty stores, dealerships, and online retailers can provide a wealth of knowledge 
on their product. Looking at the pricing at different retailers can also help customers 
determine the price range and if they are getting a good deal on the system they eventually 



purchase. If customers find an ideal key fob, they should copy down the UPC code, as well as 
product name, brand, and model, so that they can be sure to purchase the exact same product.  

Certified automobile technicians can give experienced claims in regards to key fob systems. 
They are able to help drivers determine if installation is right for the novice, or if it requires 
the knowledge of a trained specialist. Consultations from auto technicians are often at no 
charge, or require a nominal fee. 

User reviews are instrumental in today’s consumer market because they are seen as unbiased. 
These customers have nothing to gain by praising a particular system. They also speak from a 
novice’s perspective and are often very relatable.  

Regardless of the source, shoppers should take every piece of advice with a grain of salt. One 
person’s experience with a system may not be typical of the population’s experience with it. 
Salespeople are trying to sell their products and may therefore only highlight the product’s 
positive attributes. Auto technicians may concur that systems must be installed by a certified 
technician to get business, when in fact, they can easily be done by drivers. 

How to Buy a Car Key Fob on eBay 
When searching for a car key fob on eBay, you must consider if a transmitter is needed or 
already installed in the vehicle. If there is a transmitter already in the vehicle, then you must 
make sure that the transmitter is compatible with the key fob purchased. If no transmitter is 
already in your vehicle, then you should shop for a key fob and transmitter combination. 
Instructions should ideally be included, especially if you are performing the installation. 

Maybe you have a 2008 Toyota Camry and need a replacement key fob. Simply type “2008 
Toyota Camry Key Fob” in the search bar on eBay’s main page. Many key fobs will appear 
that directly match the transmitters installed in 2008 Toyota Camry vehicles. Alternately, 
typing “Universal Key Fob” will yield a variety of results of fobs that are applicable for many 
makes and models of vehicles. Whenever selecting a fob, you should be sure to read the 
small print and ask questions to ensure that the key fob is right for you. 

Always take into consideration shipping prices and delivery dates. When searching, use 
synonyms to gain more or different results. The history and feedback of sellers may help you 
predict what your experience with sellers may be like. A return policy can be the determining 
factor in what key fob to get, as well. Take all of this into consideration when buying a car 
key fob on eBay. 

Conclusion 
With the right guidance and driver’s own expectations taken into consideration, buying a car 
key fob can be completely painless. Seeking advice from salespeople, mechanics or auto 
technicians, and other customers can be really helpful. Smart consumers research products 
and shop around to find the best deal, that way they can be sure that they picked the best 
product for the job and not the first one listed. Understanding the technology involved in key 
fobs allows customers to feel safer and perhaps even give them confidence to install the key 
fob themselves. Drivers can feel assured that with a key fob, they are adding protective 
measures to their personal safety and the safety of their vehicle. They are also adding 



measures of ease and convenience, by not having to manually unlock trunks or open doors. 
Key fobs are agents that both simplify drivers’ lives and add to their safety. 

	  


