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How to Check a Fuel Pump Relay 
Fuel pump relays are an essential component of most automobiles. They allow fuel to be 
pumped from the fuel tank to the engine, and on to the carburetor under low pressure or the 
fuel injection system under high pressure. Systems that do not have a fuel pump relay rely on 
gravity to fuel the tank to the engine via a line or hose. Electromechanical fuel pump relays 
rely on only a few components to provide a proper, working electric circuit. The most 
common parts of failure on a fuel pump relay are the coil and the contact points. Instruments 
used to check a fuel pump relay, as well as fuel pump relays themselves, can be purchased in 
automotive stores, as well as online retailers, such as eBay. Being able to effectively check a 
fuel pump relay allows drivers to determine if their fuel pump relay is in need of 
replacement. By following six simple steps and a few tips, drivers will be able to check their 
fuel pump relay themselves. 

Step 1 
Drivers should park their car in a safe place before beginning, an area that is free from traffic 
where drivers are able to work on their vehicle. They should, then, open the hood of the 
vehicle. Usually there is a pull on the inside of the car that can release the hood from the 
locked position. Drivers can at that point insert their fingers under the slightly ajar hood and 
unlatch the security latch, allowing them full entry to the engine area. Secure the hood safely 
above using the arm provided for this purpose.  

The fuel relay should, then, be located. It is commonly attached to the fuel panel, or near it 
inside the engine compartment, while some model vehicles affix it under the dashboard or on 
the driver or passenger side. Car makers are usually consistent with labeling the fuel pump 
relay on the actual device itself, or on the engine compartment, so that it is easily located. 

Step 2 
Being careful not to break the lock tabs, unplug the fuel pump relay and remove it from the 
vehicle. 

Step 3 
There will be two control circuit terminals and two power circuit terminals on the device. 
Many manufacturers will make these easy to identify by providing a printed diagram on the 
casing. However, if there is no diagram, take a look at the relay’s mounting base. The two 
thin wires that connect to the relay are what feed the two control circuit terminals. The two 
thick wires that connect to the relay connect to the power circuit terminals. 

Step 4 



Now that drivers have identified these features, it is time to test for continuity between these 
two terminals on the relay. This should be done using an ohmmeter. Begin by setting it to the 
lowest resistance charge. Drivers can, then, touch the meter leads to each of the relay power 
terminals. If the ohmmeter does not read an infinite resistance, the contact points are shorted 
and in need of replacement, 

Step 5 
Next, drivers should connect the end of a fused jumper wire to the corresponding positive 
charge terminal of the car battery. Drivers will need to connect the other end of the fused 
jumper wire to the control circuit terminals on the relay. Attaching one end of a regular 
jumper wire to the other control terminal, touch the other end of the cable to the engine 
block, or any good ground on the automobile. The relay should administer a clicking noise 
once the cable is touched to the engine block. If no sound is heard, switch the jumper wire 
connections. After doing this with no clicking noise, drivers can be assured that their relay is 
shorted and in need of replacement. 

Step 6 
Testing the power terminals is done in the same way as in step four, leaving the jumper wires 
connected to the relay control terminals. Now, there should be a zero reading, or a number in 
the hundredths or thousandths place. If the ohmmeter reads infinite resistance, the relay 
should be replaced. 

Tips 
Much of the work involved in checking a fuel pump relay is in identifying certain 
components of drivers’ vehicles. The owner’s manual or vehicle service manual for the 
automobile is often handy for this purpose. 

When checking a fuel pump relay, an expensive jumper wire is not needed. Many can be 
found for low cost at automotive departments and online retailers, like eBay. Fused and 
regular jumper wires are abundant and do not vary widely in quality. However, it is best to 
purchase a quality ohmmeter. 

Product Reviews and Expert Opinions 
When searching for the right ohmmeter, customers should not be afraid to consult experts 
and read product reviews. Customers value the feedback left by others in similar situations 
and often find other customers outlining the very qualities they were looking for in a product. 
Customers are also more likely to take customers’ words over those of the manufacturer, 
since customers leaving the product review have no incentive for writing a review, other than 
to inform others of their own experiences. Shoppers should take each review with a grain of 
salt and look at the overall picture. One bad review may be a fluke. 

It is not uncommon for shoppers to consult salespeople and auto technicians at various 
automotive departments. Just because shoppers are asking questions and price comparing 
does not mean that they need to buy the product from that store. Instead, the informed 
customer takes information into consideration, and price compares. Much of what can be 



found at automotive stores can also be found online, and often at a less expensive price. This 
is why shopping around is essential. Do not be afraid to ask questions, whether it be with 
technicians or eBay sellers. Many people in the auto industry, whether it be technical or sales, 
have a wealth of knowledge to share about automotives, and are more than willing to chat. 

How to Buy Products to Check a Fuel Pump Relay on 
eBay 
Now that you have researched the proper tools needed to perform the task of checking a fuel 
pump relay, you are ready to start searching on eBay. eBay allows customers to easily price 
compare and shop without the pressure of pushy salespeople. With just a few keystrokes, 
shoppers can find just what they are looking for, often at a great price, on eBay. 

Begin by visiting eBay’s main page and typing search criteria into the search bar. For 
example, if you are looking for an “ohmmeter” type that into the search bar. With this broad 
search, hundreds of results will appear. If you would like a specific brand ohmmeter, you can 
refine your results by limiting your search to a specific brand. For example, “Fluke 
Ohmmeters” are often regarded a quality ohmmeter. The more criteria you type in the search 
bar, the more the results will be limited. You should feel free to take your time and shop 
around. 

Do not neglect to look at the item, its pictures and description, carefully before purchasing it. 
If you are looking for an owner’s manual for a 2001 Honda Civic, be sure it is the right 
model, as vehicles can differ greatly even with the same year. Do not be afraid to ask sellers 
questions about their products before purchasing them. You want to be sure this is the correct 
item for its intended purpose. Sellers can be very helpful in determining if this is what you 
are looking for. 

Always take into consideration shipping costs and times, as you may be on a deadline. 
Consider seller feedback as a way to predict your experience with the seller. If most 
customers have had positive interactions with the seller, chance are that you will, too. 

Conclusion 
By taking a step-by-step approach to checking a fuel pump relay, drivers are better able to 
determine if their relay is in need of replacement. If drivers are unfamiliar with motor vehicle 
maintenance, they should not be afraid to consult users manuals or ask for help. Directions 
should always be read over multiple times, until users understand them fully, before 
beginning any auto repair. Since fuel pump relays are relatively simple, with only a few 
components, they are relatively easy to identify problems and find solutions. Becoming a 
more active participant in automotives allows drivers to become more self sufficient and 
spend less money. Well informed drivers are less likely to be taken advantage of and more 
likely to spend wisely with auto maintenance. They should be sure to take into consideration 
user, seller, and expert opinions but not rely too heavily on one or the other. Customers 
should realize that when purchasing goods, there may be a motive for those selling a certain 
product. Learning how to check a fuel pump relay is an opportunity for people to expand 
their horizons, and become better informed and prepared car owners. 

	  


