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How to Check and Add Radiator Fluid 
The radiator inhibits the automobile from overheating and is an essential component of all 
standard vehicles. Learning how to check and add radiator fluid is easy once people are 
educated on the correct procedure. Radiator fluid, also known as antifreeze and coolant, can 
be found at just about any gas station or store with an automotive section; it can also be found 
at online retailers, such as eBay. Other radiator parts and accessories can be found at various 
specialty stores and automotive departments, and online retailers, like eBay. To learn how to 
check and add radiator fluid, drivers must understand the preparation involved, including 
keeping the car level and making sure it is not hot, as well as locating the coolant reservoir 
and radiator cap. Keeping in mind certain guidelines and norms, they can then check the 
radiator fluid. After checking the radiator fluid, and determining radiator fluid can be added, 
instructions are provided detailing this process. Additional information on what to check 
before closing the hood and flushing the radiator are also provided, giving drivers a well-
rounded approach to motor vehicle maintenance. By following the outlined steps, drivers will 
be able to successfully check and add radiator fluid to their vehicles. 

Preparation 
Make sure the car is on level ground. If it is on a hill or uneven ground, the fluid will not rest 
properly and it will be difficult to determine how much radiator fluid is already in the 
vehicle. It may prove difficult for adding fluid, as well. The car should be off and cooled 
down. This is extremely important. If a vehicle is hot, adding water to it may crack the engine 
block and result in injuries sustained by the person adding coolant or anyone nearby. Adding 
a cold or room temperature liquid to a hot surface will make it steam and liquid can spray 
back at nearby people, burning them, similar to what would occur when dousing a hot skillet 
in water.  

Once the vehicle is on level ground and a cool temperature, open the hood of the vehicle. 
Drivers will often find a pull in the driver’s seat section of the vehicle that pops the hood. 
However, each vehicle is different. Many times, when popped, the hood will open about an 
inch and drivers will need to unlatch the safety mechanism before lifting the hood 
completely. This mechanism is usually found in the front center of the hood. There should be 
a bar secured along the side of the interior hood area to hold the lifted hood in place. Secure 
that properly to ensure that those working on the vehicle are not injured by an insecure hood. 

Locate the coolant reservoir and radiator cap. Depending on the make and model of the car, 
the coolant reservoir may or may not be visible. If it is not visible, drivers will only see a tube 
surfacing from the interior machinery. Both the tube and reservoir are more than likely a 
transparent white, allowing people to view the amount of coolant in the vehicle and the 
general color of the liquid. 

Checking Radiator Fluid 



Using a rag, lift the radiator cap so that it is open. The rag will keep drivers’ hands free from 
dirt or potentially hot solutions that may spray out. Peer into the hole. Radiator fluid can be 
red, green, blue, or yellow. If it is colorless, rusty, or has debris floating around, the coolant 
system should be flushed completely with new coolant filling it. If the surface of the coolant 
looks sludgy or oily, drivers should immediately take their vehicle to a mechanic, as that is a 
sign of an internal heat gasket leak. 

Look for an indicator marking “full” on the radiator tube or coolant reservoir. Whenever 
possible, the fluid should match that line and not overfill it. There is additional room above 
the full mark because coolant expands when it gets hot. Overfilling the radiator will result in 
damages.  

If drivers find that the coolant is an acceptable condition, and does not need to be replaced, 
and that it is below the full line, they should make the decision to add radiator fluid.  

Adding Radiator Fluid 
Begin by selecting a coolant. Take note that some coolants require a dissolution of half 
radiator fluid and half water, while others are pre-mixed, known as antifreeze. Some coolants 
are also universal, and can be used with any other type of coolant, while some coolants can 
have problems mixing with others. Since most often people are adding coolant to a reservoir 
without flushing it, using a universal antifreeze or coolant is likely the safest bet.  

Pour the solution into the reservoir. Keep an eye on the speed at which the fluid is filling the 
radiator, so as not to overfill. If only the tube shows and there is no visible reservoir, it may 
be difficult to determine the speed at which to pour, so it is best to be cautious and pour 
slowly. After filling to the fill line, drivers should replace the cap securely. Leaving the cap 
only partially secured will cause problems down the road. 

Before Closing the Hood 
While drivers are checking and adding radiator fluid, they should check the radiator hoses, 
too. Make sure that there are no leaks, and that they are not bulging or fragile. If they are, 
drivers should take their vehicle to the mechanic for replacements.  

Flushing Radiator Fluid 
Unless drivers are educated in the proper method to flush radiator fluid, they should not 
perform this task alone. It is a more complicated procedure involving propelling water into 
the system to force out old fluid and the removal of water afterwards. A radiator system need 
only be flushed every 30,000 miles, if the fluid is a muddy color, or if debris is sighted. 
Consult a qualified technician before undertaking this task. 

How to Buy Radiator Fluid and Radiator Parts on eBay 
Buying products on eBay is easy and fast, especially when you know what you are looking 
for. Research the products you need ahead of time. With a few simple keystrokes, you can 
easily find just what you are looking for. Begin by going to eBay’s main page and typing in 
the search bar keywords. For example, if you are interested in purchasing “universal 



antifreeze,” type that in the search field. You can narrow or expand results by using 
synonyms and including or excluding words. “Coolant” may produce different results than 
“radiator fluid.”  

eBay provides shoppers with direction when searching. If you are limiting yourself too much, 
you may be directed to exclude certain keywords, and if you have very broad results, 
different categories for the matching products may appear. Feel free to browse and ask the 
seller any questions you may have. 

Take into consideration shipping time and speed. If this is a product you need immediately, 
see if expedited shipping is available. Shoppers often find that user reviews are helpful in 
determining which seller to go with. They are able to get some indication of what their 
experieince with the seller would be by reading these reviews, including how fast the order 
was ready, the order accuracy, and the communication with the seller.  

Conclusion 
Though checking and adding radiator fluid is a relatively easy task, it is important to keep 
certain things in mind. The car should be level and cool before working under the hood. Fluid 
should be checked and additional maintenance, including flushing the system, should be 
performed by an educated technician if it is required. People should take note if their radiator 
fluid is diluted with water or if drivers need to add water themselves. A universal fluid is 
oftentimes the best bet, because some radiator fluids do not mix well together. Fill only to the 
line marked fill on the inside of the tube or coolant reservoir. Secure the cap firmly and check 
the radiator hoses to make sure there is no leaking, bulging, or tenderness, indicating flaws. 
Close the hood and get ready to roll again. Never perform radiator fluid maintenance when 
the car is hot and be sure it is on level ground. Drivers should use a rag to protect themselves 
from possible mess or damaging fluids. With the proper education, drivers can become better 
equipped to handle situations, leaving the harder work to the professionals and saving money 
at the same time. Not only that, but they can also develop an admirable mastery in disciplines 
they would not necessarily gravitate towards, making them more well rounded individuals.  

 
 
	  


