
UNUSUITL SERVICE Minnesota consumers may never
have had access to soft bathtubs ifit
had not been for the efforbs of Doris
Joh.nson of Red Wing. Doris and her
husband, Dennis, had installed one in
their residence in Iowa. When they
were designing their current home,
they couldn't find a distributor for
soft tubs in Miruresota.

Doris explains, "Ken Smith, our
contractor, investigated how to
obtain the tub and later became the
distributor in Minnesota. He is now
selling the tubs through his business,
KS Interiors in Red Wing."

Doris is uninhibited in her enthusi-
asm for her bathtub. "I would never
install any other type of tub in my
home. Prior to retiring, I was a
Global Human Resource manager
and under substantial pressure. The
tub was a lifesaver - 

physically and
mentally. The joke was that I would
relax but my brain would become so
refreshed that I would ask my hus-
band to come into the bathroom to
take notes while I dictated creative
thoughts. Today if I want to relax,
especially after a long walk, bike
ride or a bad golf game, I sit in the
tub and read. Pure luxury!"

Doris graciously allowed me to
come and see her tub. It is the largest
model available out of four and has
six whirlpool jets. She even invited
me to sit in the tub - an offer I
couldn't refuse. And when I carefully
stepped onto the cushioned surface,
I felt my foot sink slightly in the foam
core. It was a sensation I could get
usedto. The rear edge ofthe tub was
nicely extended for a comfortable
headrest.

Doris recommends the soft bath-
tub unconditionally and has only one
suggestion. "If you have the whirlpool
model, I suggest that the air control
on/off button be placed on the tub
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ledge rather than inside the tub. It
allows for the water to be higher.
Six jets on the sides are wonderful,
but eight are outstanding!"

In addition to the comfort features
of these tubs, the safet5r advantages
are obvious. Statistics show that
close to 300,000 accidents occur
yearly in and around bathtubs.
Bathing and showering on a surface
that molds to you foot or body may
reduce the chance of iqjury.

SBC uses only one distributor in
each state. KS Interiors in Red Wing
is the dealer in Minnesota. They have
a soft bathtub set up in their show-
room for anyone who wants to test
drive a soft tub. The price for arr
average installation ranges from
$1,500 for a model without whirlpool
to $1,950 for a model with full
whirlpool.

KS Interiors is located at 920
Tile Drive off Route 61 in Red Wing.
Their telephone number is
651-388-0307. The Soft Bathtub
Company has a website with photos
and dimensions of their tubs at
www.softbathtubs.com. As for my
future as a soft bathtub tester ... it's a
dirty job but someone has to do it. .i.

Cotrumsnts or queslions abouf his
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Rub a dub dub -a soft bathtub
by Andrea Godbout,

ust call me Goldilocks. Recently
I've been entering people's

homes, very hospitable homes I
might add, and sitting in their bath-
tubs. Relax. All my clothes were on,
and I didn't get wet. Normally, the
idea of spending even the shortest
period of time in an empty porcelain
or hard fiberglass bathtub under any
circumstance short of a tornado
holds little attraction for me, but
these tubs are special. They are soft.

The Soft Bathtub Company is a
subdivision of Whitewater West
Industries, a Canadian manufacturer
of waterslides and water-park equip-
ment. Since 1992, the Soft Bathtub
Company (SBC) has sold more than
10,000 tubs to homeowners, hotels
and nursing homes in North America
and abroad.

Lest you think that I am talking
about a product akin to those
squishy plastic toilet seats, let me
assure you that the soft bathtub
is a luxurious combination of
2lst-century technology and an old-
fashioned familiarity with human
anatomy. The tubs are constructed
with a high-density foam core that
provides excellent insulation against
heat and noise transfer.

What that means for you and your
rubber ducky is that the hot water
stays hot and the core reduces noise
from the optional whirlpool jets you
might have installed in your soft tub.
The surface of the tub is made of the
same durable polyurethane plastic as
auto bumpers and can be ordered in
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A soJt tub in tlw mastsr bath at the home
of Km Smith, owner oJ KS Interiors.

many popular, decorator colors. They
axe as easy to clean as traditional
tubs and don't require scouring.

The soft bathtub appears to be
just like any other bathtub until you
press on it. The material is mal-
leable, which you can feel under the
weight of your body. With hot water
in it, the soft tub becomes even
more pliant, and you feel as if the
tub has been specially made just
for you. The four different model
sizes are designed to fit most bath-
room sites. The smallest tub,
Euroba, measures about 55 inches
in overall length, while the Newport
stretches out to 71.5 inches.
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