
Portland's  Hawthorne  District  is  a  legendary  part  of  several  S.E.  Portland 
neighborhoods,  skirting  Ladd's  Addition,  Mt.  Tabor,  Buckman,  Hosford-Abernathy, 
Sunnyside,and Richmond. Along its walkways are merchants catering to every taste and 
persuasion. Theaters, a multitude of coffee shops, hip clothing stores, tasty restaurants, 
artful green businesses, and boutique services line the streets of Hawthorne Avenue with 
variety.

The environmentally-conscious area is fragrant with front yard garden plots, making the 
walk  all  the  more  pleasant  for  a  strolling  and  cycling  population.  Architecturally 
pleasing,  with few buildings above two  stories and an abundance of  Craftsman and 
Victorian houses, the area is home to an eclectic melange, including many singles. One 
might even dub the hub a Barmuda Triangle, for its countless watering holes and pub-
hopping patrons.  The varying tastes  of Portlanders is well-reflected in neighborhood 
bastions like Bar of the Gods and Space Room, and in newer pubs like BridgePort Ale 
House and the sultry Sapphire Hotel.

For sustenance, Apizza Scholls beloved thin-crust,  east coast style pizza is worth the 
wait, if you forgot to reserve ahead. Por Que Nos has a delicious patio, and offers some 
of the most sought Mexican food in the Rose City, but often has a long line to savor the 
fare and does not accept reservations. Crossing over Hawthorne to Dingo's Tequila Bar 
is always a good option for tacos and margaritas from their mouth-watering Mexican 
menu, predating Por Que Nos' Hawthorne location, and the street-side patio is great for  
people-watching. If you're a lover of hot, don't forget to try Dingo's habanero salsa!



Amble lazily passed street buskers while 
snacking  on  a  fluffy  confection 
purchased  at  The  Waffle  Window,  on 
your way to the day spa, book store, or 
to  discover  your  next  favorite  shirt  at 
one  of  several  vintage  and  retro  style 
shops.  Later,  the  road-weary  can  rest 
comfortably  ensconced  in  a  darkened 
theater  to  screen a  cult  classic  at  The 
Bagdad Theatre and Pub, while sipping 
from  their  serious  selection  of  micro-
brews. 

Date nights might find you seduced by 
the  Gold  Dust  Meridian's  happy hour, 
winning notoriety at Tanker Bar's Sexy 
Bingo,  in  Vertigo  for  Trivia  Night, 
anticipating  Savoir  Faire  Burlesque  at 
Hawthorne  Theatre,  rocking  out  to  a 
live band at  any number of venues,  or 
canoodling  with  a  host  of  stand-up 
comics at Helium Comedy Club.

Once  thought  of  as  a  marginal 
neighborhood,  the  Hawthorne  District 
has become increasingly gentrified over 
the last decade, and so more expensive, 
partly due  to  boasting a  location both 
self-sufficient  and mere minutes  to  the 
downtown core.

The highly socially-charged atmosphere 
of the area notwithstanding; families still 
comprise  the  lion's  share  of  residents 
along  the  tree-lined  streets,  happily 
sharing space with hipsters and hippies 
alike.  Bustling  health  and  wellness 
practices, a lush New Seasons Market, 
and the thriving Poekoelan Tulan martial 
arts  center  are  some  of  the  many 
reflections of family life as usual along 
SE Hawthorne.


