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Hobo Bags vs. Satchels 
Purses, or handbags, first came into existence in early modern Europe. They were used to 
carry currency. Over the years, handbags have grown in size and are likely to include many 
personal belongings, including money, wallets, cell phones, makeup, keys, books, personal 
care products, and computers. Many people today would not step foot out of the house 
without one filled with their most essential belongings. There are many different types of 
handbags, two of which are the hobo bag and the stachel. Both are very common in 
contemporary society. They can be found at various brick and mortar stores, designer outlets, 
and online retailers, like eBay. By first learning the definition of handbags, then determining 
the types available, prospective buyers can see the potential benefits and disadvantages to 
handbags. After hobo bags and satchels are outlined, they are then compared so that buyers 
can better see which bag best fits their interests. 

What are Handbags? 
Handbags are simply cavernous reusable bags, often with straps, to hold one's belongings. 
They are usually designed for women; however, there are male, or man, purses on the 
market. Satchels tend to be unisex. Handbags can be used for everyday purposes. In fact, 
many people keep a handbag on their person at all times. Handbags can also be used for a 
specific purpose. Specific handbags are designed to carry technology equipment like cameras 
and laptops. They are a huge industry in today's society, and serve a major purpose in making 
it easier for people to carry their belongings. 

Types of Handbags 

Most often, handbags are categorised by their handle and silhouette. For example, a baguette 
is a small, rectangular-sized purse. Consequently, it resembles a French baguette. A tote has 
two straps, one on each side of the purse, and is a small to medium size. Clutches do not have 
handles. They are small and rectangular in size. They often accompany evening wear. Some 
purse styles are quite easily explained. The half moon purse is constructed in the shape of a 
half moon. Hobo bags and satchels are also very common styles of handbags. 

The Benefits and Drawbacks of Handbags 
Handbags are convenient for carrying many different items at once. Since women's clothing, 
in particular, are likely to have small pockets, or none at all, women take advantage of what 



handbags have to offer. Likewise, for people involved in a certain activity, handbags are a 
great way of keeping valuables organised and safe. Men and women, alike, are known to 
carry more items than necessary when their bags allow for more room. This can be a 
drawback of having a large handbag. People are likely to carry more than they would 
otherwise.  

Hobo Bags 
The term hobo bag first originated from the appearance of this type of purse. Since the purse 
is large and slouchy with a strap, for many it resembled the style of hobo's brindle on a stick, 
portrayed commonly in cartoons. The hobo bag is a crescent shape, and is worn over the 
shoulder. The material from which it is made accentuates the laid-back, slouchy nature of it 
by being constructed of soft fibres. Specific sizes of these purses varies, but they are 
generally one of the larger styles of purses. They are currently a very popular style. 

Satchels 
Satchels are unisex bags with a long strap, meant to wrap around the owner's chest. Thus, the 
strap hangs from the opposite side of the bag, crossing the chest. Historically, these bags have 
been used to carry books. Satchels are different from briefcases in that, they are a softer 
material, and they have straps. Satchels have been in existence since the 17th century, long 
before the backpack. They are thus seen as timeless pieces. Some satchels have a more 
masculine or feminine appearance, and are desirable to different people for many reasons 

Choosing Between Hobo Bags and. Satchels 

Both succeed in carrying one's belongings. However, hobo bags are women's accessories, 
while satchels can be worn by both men and women. Thus, gender does play a role in 
determining the type of purse used. Both hobo bags and satchels have a different styles. Hobo 
bags are used in more laid-back circumstances, such as going to the movies or shopping with 
friends. Satchels, on the other hand, are cousins to briefcases and are therefore, more preppy, 
organised, conservative, and timeless. 

Each particular purse is different, so certain aspects of the purse should be taken into 
consideration. Hobo bags tend to be of a less rigid material. Satchels are a bit more structured 
in shape and material. Choosing between types of materials is most often a matter of 
preference. There are a wide variety of both styles available. However, hobo bags have 
gained more and more popularity in recent years, and may be a trend on its way out. For 
some people, this is an important theory to consider. 

Compartments are also an important feature to take into consideration. Hobo bags typically 
have one vast space to put all belongings. Some have one or two small pockets along either 
side of the purse to separate a few goods. Satchels, on the other hand, are much more likely 
to have more compartments for separating belongings. This can be handy for people who 
prefer organisation. The chart, below, outlines some of the differences between the two 
styles. 



Hobo Bag Satchel 

Used by Women Unisex 

Trendy Timeless 

Soft Materials Structured 

One Large Space Organised 

Medium to Large Sizes Small to Large Sizes 

For Leisure Outings For Professional or Leisure Outings 

 

How to Buy Hobo Bags and Satchels on eBay 
eBay is an excellent way for you to find exactly what you are looking for. Whether you are in 
the market for something particular, or just have an idea of something you might like, eBay is 
a great platform for shopping from the convenience of one's own home. Sellers are 
represented from all over, so finding the item you really want, at a great price, is often more 
tangible.  

Perhaps you are looking for a "nylon hobo bag". By searching this criteria, results will 
display fitting these keywords. Searching through categories can be another good way to find 
what you are looking for. Whether it's a leather satchel or a large hobo bag, eBay has a 
wealth of great products. New items are popping up all the time, so checking back often is 
advised.  

Be sure that you are certain of your commitment to buy the item before agreeing to its 
purchase. Remember, you can always consult the seller with any questions. They are ready 
and available to help you find what is best for you. Most often, they know quite a bit on their 
products and can advise you on your purchase. When determining a budget, which should be 
done beforehand, do not forget to consider cost of shipping.  

Conclusion 



Handbags are excellent ways for both men and women to carry their belongings and express 
themselves. People can choose the style that best fits their personality, or swap between 
styles. There is no rule saying a person is committed to one type of purse. Certain purses 
better match particular situations. Satchels are excellent for professional situations and times 
when organisation is key. Hobo bags are fun, trendy items that show off a carefree spirit. 
They are easy-going and casual. Remember to consider the particular qualities that each 
purse exhibits. While a leather satchel may be attractive for some people due to its durable 
material, it may not be an option for those concerned with the rights of animals. Some purses 
are "busy". Many find this fun, but some people prefer a more simple option. The most 
important aspect to consider is one's own sensibilities. After all, the buyers are the people 
using the purse, and they should be happy with their purchase.  

	  


