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The Best Audio Docks for the Home 
With portable devices such as mp3 players, smartphones, laptops, and tablets becoming such 
common fixtures in people's lives, audio docks to amplify sounds in the home are more 
common than ever. Though they certainly range in price, there are a number of factors to 
consider when choosing an audio dock. Certain makes and models stand above others. 
However, certain audio docks will be better for some lifestyles than others. Audio docks are 
fairly common in retail, and can be found at specialty stores, brick and mortar stores, as well 
as online retailers like eBay. By learning about audio docks, factors to consider, including 
sound quality, design, wireless docks and speaker docks, portability, remote controls, and 
other features, customers can best decide what audio dock meets their needs.  

What are audio docks? 
Audio docks are essential speaker systems with the capability to connect mp3 players, 
smartphones, laptops, and tablets so that music can be amplified. With the rise of iPods and 
iPhones, audio docks have become increasingly common in peoples' homes. So many people 
choose to store music on these devices rather than purchase compact discs or records. 
Though these gadgets are equipped with speakers, they do not amplify music as well as a 
good audio dock will. 

Factors to Consider 
Choosing an audio dock is not straightforward. There is no one audio dock for everyone to 
purchase that will work best. It depends on what shoppers value. They must weigh the 
positive and negative attributes to select a product that would best fit their needs. Shoppers 
should consider sound quality, design, wireless or speaker, portability, remote control, 
additional features, and price to know that they are choosing the best audio dock for 
themselves. 

Sound Quality 

For most, nothing is more important than the quality of the sound. It is the main feature of the 
product, and the reason it is being purchased in the first place. After all, customers could just 
keep using the little speakers that come with the device if they wanted a small and worse 
sound quality. Docks should be able to produce low frequency tones without distortion. Some 
speakers are more complex than others, allowing customers to adjust treble and bass settings, 
which can help music enthusiasts find the optimal sound for themselves. 



Design 

Some docks have a more attractive look than others. With so many to choose from, design is 
certainly something to consider. If it is being used primarily for an mp3 player, there may be 
a docking stationin the middle that looks visually appealing. If the device is not wireless, the 
access points to it should be considered. After all, it may look great on its own, but it needs to 
make sense with whatever is connected to it, and those devices can range in size. Bigger is 
not always better. Some people choose a more compact design that pumps just as much 
volume and sound quality as a larger speaker. For many, design is a matter of preference. 

Wireless Docks and Speaker Docks 

Wireless docks give music enthusiasts the ability to play music through a speaker and not be 
connected to it. This is important for people working from laptops who want to listen to 
music, but also like the portability that laptops provide and enjoy moving around their home. 
Constantly plugging and unplugging and setting up in new locations can be trying. Not only 
that, but some people play audio through their phone and it may be difficult to check 
messages when it is connected to a speaker dock. Still, for others, this is a less important 
feature if they are playing from a device solely meant to play music.  

Portability 

While many people like to keep their audio docks stationary, in the home, some people travel 
with them. Having an audio dock that can play from batteries may be a good option for such 
customers. Portable systems, however, are less likely to have superior sound quality, an 
unfortunate circumstance. 

Remote Control 

Some people situate their speakers in high corners to provide a greater audio output in a 
room. In those cases, reaching up to control the speaker can be trying. Remote controls are 
great for situations such as these. However, for people with wireless docks, using the 
navigation on the device can be just as convenient as a remote control.  

Additional Features 

So many audio docks are made for Apple products and are really only equipped to play such 
products. Having a audio dock with an auxiliary output is important so that the device can be 
used for a wider range of products, and not just those made by Apple. Video outputs can be 
important to some, as well as features like alarm clock, radio, and clock.  

Price  

Aiming too low with price can result in being stuck with a poor product that will need 
replacement. For a high quality audio dock, shoppers should spend at least $110. Below that 
they will find a big drop off in sound quality, design, and features. Shoppers can find a good 
audio dock for between $110 and $550. Though price is something to consider, it should not 
be the only factor in the decision making process. 



Best Audio Docks for the Home 
With the aforementioned criterion taken into consideration, there are a few stand out models 
on the market. However, some have better prices, designs, features, and sound quality than 
others. It is best to determine what factors best fit the needs of those in need before making 
the decision, since there is no one right dock for everyone to buy. 

Sony RDP-X500IP Personal Audio Docking System 

This product has great sound. It retails for just over $300 and is a favourite for many people. 
It is rated very high on customer reviews. This item comes with a remote control, which can 
be a feature for many. However, it is also designed for iPod, iPhone, and iPad, which makes 
it less versatile. Still, for many people, that is what they are looking for. The sound for this 
item is great. 

Bose SoundLink Wireless Mobile Speaker  

It's hard to argue with Bose. They are one of the most popular audio dock brands on the 
market, and for good reason. They pack a punch. The sound quality is absolutely fantastic. It 
is the level by which all other speakers are judged by. With both battery and AC power 
source, it can also be very attractive to people. The batteries are rechargeable and last up to 
eight hours. The real beauty, besides the sound, is in the wireless access. It can play devices 
wirelessly using bluetooth. These retail for a little over $300. 

Panasonic SC-HC37 Energy Star Micro 40-Watt Audio System with 
Auto-Sliding Dock 

With its Energy Star rating, customers can feel good about purchasing this docking system. It 
has low power consumption, which is good for the planet and good for energy bills. The 
sound is great, though some still prefer the Bose or Sony models. It has a sleek design, and a 
radio tuner. This is an all-in-one sort of model with ability to play CDs, as well. At around 
half the price of the Bose, it can be a good option for those on a budget who are not as 
specific with sound quality. 

How to Purchase Audio Docks on eBay 
Now that you know what you would like in an audio dock, it is time to search for one that 
best matches your needs. eBay is great for shopping around, because it allows you to look at 
different vendors from the privacy of your own home. There are no pushy salespeople. You 
can take your time browsing and not feel obligated to make a purchase. Of course, if you 
have any questions, you should not hesitate to contact the seller. Sellers are often great with 
communication and knowledgeable about their products. 

Perhaps you are interested in just seeing what is available in the way of Bose Docks. By 
using the search bar and categories to navigate, you can find a number of choices that match 
your criteria. A more broad search will yield a greater amount of results. Searching for audio 
docks, for example, produces many more results. Synonyms can be helpful in finding more, 
or different, results.  



Conclusion 
Buying a new audio dock can be a fun experience, but there are a few aspects to keep in 
mind. Sound, above all, should be paramount. After all, that is the express function of the 
device. The design can be important to people, especially since there are so many attractive 
audio docks on the market. Size is an important factor, as well as additional features. Some 
people enjoy being woken up by music,or to have a time displayed. For a lot of people a 
remote control can be an a desirable feature, and for those with wireless sound systems can 
use their mp3 player as a remote of sorts. Bose, Sony, and Panasonic are great makes to 
choose from, and they act as a good standard to measure other products. Customers should 
consider first and foremost, what is important to them in an audio dock for their home. For 
most, that is sound quality, but some cannot live without a pleasant design. It is a good thing 
that so many brands provide both. 
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