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The Best 3-Speed Turntable for Home Use 
Turntables have become increasingly popular in recent years. Artists have caught onto this 
trend, and have begun releasing LPs with a higher frequency than in past years. Certain 
genres, like punk and indie, have maintained a commitment to vinyl, releasing all work in the 
format. Many bands even release tracks exclusively through vinyl to encourage interest in the 
form. When selecting a turntable for the home, there are a number of points to keep in mind. 
It is important to be educated on the different aspects of the record player, and why people 
are interested in this form to this day. Turntables can be found at specialty shops and online 
retailers, like eBay. By learning what a turntable is, why it is significant, what to look for, 
including accessories, customers can then differentiate between the best 3-speed turntables. 
Some of the manufacturers of the best 3-speed turntables for home use listed are Audio-
Technica, Jensen, Crosley and Numark. 

What is a turntable? 
Turntables, also known as phonographs, gramophones, and record players replay sound 
recordings. Using discs that are engraved with waveforms, a needle traces these engravings 
and vibrates, which causes a soundwave. The turntable was the first form of musical 
reproduction and was the most popular form in audio listening and recording in the 
nineteenth century. It remained popular until cassette tapes, compact discs (CDs), and mp3s 
took over the market in the second half of the twentieth century. 

Turntables consist of various parts, which can be placed in three groups. The first is the 
revolving platform where the record sits called the platter, the motor, and the drive. The 
tonearm is the second; it moves across the record while it plays. The third is the cartridge and 
needle, which trace the creases on the record to create sounds and are located on the end of 
the tonearm. 

Why do people still care about turntables? 

The benefits of record players has been debated for as long as they have been in existence. 
This debate gained even more momentum when cassette tapes, CDs, and mp3s were added to 
the cultural mix. For many, records evoke a feeling of nostalgia and genuine authenticity. 
People remember listening to records in their living rooms while they were growing up and 
feel a strong devotion to this past. This commitment is reflected in artists' unwillingness to 
leave record players in the past. 

Likewise, listening to records on record players can be argued to be a more concentrated act. 
Since record players are not portable, like mp3 players for example, people are more likely to 



listen with absorption to a turntable. People must be in the physical presence of this 
stationary device to enjoy the music coming from it. Since these devices are large, and can be 
expensive, especially in its early history, there was often only one per household. Therefore, 
it can be argued that families experienced more of a shared artistic experience.  

Turntables use a method of analogue in their sound reproduction. This is different from CDs 
and mp3s, which use digital methods. Sound is analogue, as well. Therefore, many believe 
that records replicate a more authentic sound quality than digital recordings. Digital 
recordings actually take snapshots of analogue sound and approximate the sound waves. 
Using speakers, it is converted into sound, which again, is analogue. In this conversion 
process, it can be argued, that sound is lost. Records use waveforms and produce analog 
sound without alteration. 

What should customers look for in turntables? 
Heavy platters are helpful in finding a record player that will not hone in on outside noise. 
Platters should generally be at least ten pounds to keep a consistant speed. However, if a 
turntable is too heavy, a more powerful motor is needed, which can create more noise. 
Motors should provide a consistent speed and platters should not be so light that ringing 
occurs, commonly in plastic compound platters. 

Direct-mounting motors provide a consistency in speed that many people appreciate, but are 
more likely to transmit noise. Rubber-belt driven motors can stretch and wear out over time, 
but absorb motor vibrations more effectively. Tone arms should be made of lightweight steel, 
or, in more expensive models, wood, carbon fibre, or composites. It should hold the needle 
on the record lightly enough to not damage the record. This consequently produces the best 
sound, as well. 

As far as needles are concerned, spherical needles are great for people who purchase used 
records. They go over imperfections on vinyl much better than elliptical needles. High 
pitched sounds are better replicated though elliptical needles.  

Are accessories needed? 

Accessories like a stylus gauge to check the weight put on the record by the cartridge can be 
helpful, especially for those new to records. Scratching a record is always a huge 
disappointment, so using a stylus gauge is potentially circumventing trouble later on. There 
are also tools to ensure that the cartridge is lined up properly, and those can range in price 
from $50 to $80. Lastly, there are records that produce different types of sounds so that 
turntable setup can be tested. They are a good option for those unsure of themselves and 
working without a skilled record enthusiast. 

What are the best turntables? 
Now that the important attributes of record players have been established, it is time to discuss 
options. With the amount of technology present, the refinement of record players, and the 
availability of turntables, there has never been a better time to buy a 3-speed turntable for 
one's own home. Here are a few of the very best turntables that money can buy. 



Audio-Technica AT-LP120-USB Direct-Drive Professional Turntable 
(USB & Analogue) 

Well regarded as one of the best manufacturers of turntables, Audio Technica is a great 
choice. The AT-LP120-USB Direct Drive Professional turntable has everything music 
enthusiasts need to produce superior sound. WIth three speed control, it is very versatile. The 
construction is great. It is weighty enough to not absorb outside sound, and can even be 
played through a computer with its USB connector cables. The platter is aluminium and 
comes with a slip mat. It's a quality player, and retails around $330. 

Jensen 3-Speed Stereo Turntable with AM/FM Stereo Radio (Silver) 

A great economical buy at around $55 retail, the Jensen 3-speed stereo is rated very high by 
users. It has internal speakers and can even play radio. It is a great starter, all in one model, 
that still maintains a hearty sound quality. However, it is very basic. Some complain that the 
stylis wobbles, so users should be sure to calibrate it properly.  

Crosley Mini Turntable 

The Crosley Mini Turntable has an attractive, retro design that those nostalgic for the 1950s 
would more than likely enjoy. It also much more portable than other turntables, which can be 
a bonus for enthusiasts on the move. Just as powerful as other larger and more expensive 
Crosley models, this mini turntable is great for many budgets, retailing around $100. It is belt 
driven and has a diamond stylus needle.  

Numark TTUSB Turntable with USB 

WIth anti-skate control for balancing, the Numark TTUSB Turntable with USB is a 
dependable model. It has two speed settings standard, and can access 78 RPM with support 
software. It is very much a record player of the day with select outputs and an EZ Vinyl 
Converter, allowing people to rip their records onto iTunes. It is PC and Mac compatible, as 
well. It's a great buy at $150 retail. 

How to Buy 3-Speed Turntables on eBay 
eBay is a great place to look for new and used turntables. People in rural areas may have little 
access to specialty shops selling good quality record players. Perhaps you are interested in a 
working vintage record player. That may be difficult to find in one's own town. eBay offers 
customers the ability to easily compare items and prices. 

Perhaps you are looking for one of the record players mentioned earlier. Maybe you are 
interested in the "Crosley Mini Turntable". By inputting that information, and searching 
through the categories, you are likely to find something that fits what you need. Perhaps you 
are searching in a more broad sense. Searching or browsing for" 3-speed turntable" yields a 
wide selection. 

Conclusion 



There are so many aspects to keep in mind when purchasing a turntable that its easy to get 
lost in the process. However, customers should keep in mind that this should be a fun process 
to experience a different way of listening to music that has been a part of our culture for 
hundreds of years. With the technology evolving, and turntables have been keeping up. Many 
offer connectors so that they can play through computers, or so that music can be recorded in 
digital formats for portable listening. Still, the analogue aspect of turntables remains, much to 
the chagrin of record lovers. Shoppers should be sure to compare the differences between 
models and adequately determine what means most to them. Though the aforementioned 
models are some of the best, customers could be just as happy, or more so with a different 
make or model. Determining what means most in sound quality, and how to get that, will 
make this experience indispensable.  

	  


