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Columbia  native  Joel  Meyers  is  a  famous  magician
How a local took his card tricks to the world

By  CONNOR  RELYEA

August  01,  2013

Since Joel Meyers’ father showed him a floating dollar bill trick when he was 6 or 7 years old, magic has

been his creative medium.

Meyers, 27, a professional magician, performs his act around the country for colleges, corporations and

celebrities.

After his father’s introduction, Meyers began buying books and movies on magic. He would practice for

eight hours a day, his younger brother Ethan says.

Meyers and his siblings were home- schooled and raised in Columbia, but the kids couldn’t watch TV.

With no other entertainment, Meyers worked on his magic tricks. “That’s what I really worked my tail off

doing because I had nothing else to distract me,” Meyers says.

As a child, Meyers had an infectious and positive energy. Family friend Peg Cundiff says that Meyers never

seemed down, and he is still the kind of individual whose excitement seeps into his performance. “I think it

plays a very important part of his act,” Cundiff says. “That energy comes out, and as a magician, he needs

to get people’s attention.”

Meyers’ father, a wholesale jewelry manufacturer and salesman, traveled around the country for work with

Meyers and his brother in tow. As they toured states, Meyers would perform in major areas they

encountered, including Times Square in New York. Meyers would make cards levitate or disappear,

showing off his hard-practiced skill.

“I didn’t know at that time that it wasn’t normal,” Meyers says.

After his mother and sister died in the same week when he was 14, he embraced his chosen path as a

performer. His father helped to inspire him further, telling him to follow what he was passionate about.

As he grew older, Meyers began networking and eventually established a team of agents who were able to

help him book acts at larger venues. Meyers has been performing for colleges across the country ever since.

He also puts on shows for corporations, such as Coca-Cola and Apple; and celebrities, including Al Pacino

and Brad Pitt.

When he first started, Meyers focused on traditional magic, which involves big stage illusions such as

sawing a participant in half. As he realized that people responded more to his personality, he incorporated

comedy and audience interaction. “He went from doing an act like David Copperfield to traveling around

with his show in two suitcases and being himself,” Ethan says.
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Meyers expressed that having a family and performing can be difficult, but he does his best to still be there

for his wife and makes sure to never spend more than two weeks away from his home in St. Louis.

Meyers was at a performance in Rochester, N.Y., for 4,000 people on his wife’s birthday when he heard his

phone ringing from offstage. His wife called during the show. “I answered it and had the audience sing

happy birthday to her,” Meyers says.

Going forward, Meyers hopes to continue what he does and reach a larger audience with his magic. He

would like to expand to TV.

“I like to use ordinary objects and do extraordinary things with them,” Meyers says. “I would like to be able

to do that on a grander scale.” 


