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(Adds Sanofi-Aventis comment)

   By Elena Berton  
   Of DOW JONES NEWSWIRES 
 

LONDON (Dow Jones)--GlaxoSmithKline PLC's (GSK) executive Chris Viehbacher  is poised to take a top
position at French drugmaker Sanofi-Aventis S.A. (SNY), according to people familiar with the situation.

Viehbacher  brings to Sanofi-Aventis extensive experience of the U.S., a key market for the pharmaceutical
industry, where the French giant doesn't have a substantial presence in terms of sales as well as research
development.

Although Sanofi-Aventis has managed to defend blockbuster blood-thinner Plavix against a generic competitor in
the U.S., it has been less successful in launching new products that can offset the looming patent loss of its
older best-selling drugs.

That has helped depress shares in the French drugmaker, which are down 22% from year-ago levels, and has
put pressure on chief executive Gerard Le Fur.

Sanofi-Aventis and GlaxoSmithKline declined to comment. Viehbacher  couldn't be immediately reached for a
comment.

Later Tuesday, Sanofi-Aventis spokesman Jean-Marc Podvin said the company has "no information."

GlaxoSmithKline Monday said Viehbacher  was quitting his job as head of its pharmaceutical business in North
America "to pursue another opportunity."

Along with president of GlaxoSmithKline's pharmaceuticals David Stout, who left in February, Viehbacher  was
one of two executives who lost a recent race to become GlaxoSmithKline's new chief executive. Andrew Witty
won that contest and took over as chief executive this spring.

Currently based in North Carolina, U.S., Viehbacher , 48, who has dual Canadian and German citizenship,
joined Glaxo Wellcome France in 1995 as its general manager.

He subsequently ran GlaxoSmithKline's European operations, later switching to the U.S.

In 2003, the French government awarded him the prestigious Legion d'Honneur, the highest decoration in
France, for his contributions to business and healthcare.

With the looming patent loss of Sanofi-Aventis's two top-selling drugs, blood-thinner Plavix and anticoagulant
Lovenox, the Paris-based company needs to find successful products to replace these older medicines.

Antibiotic Ketek and weight-loss drug Acomplia, once seen as potential blockbusters, didn't live up to their initial
promise after links with side effects stunted their commercial potential.

Other drugs in development, such two antidepressants and two heart treatments, were recently discontinued.



Multaq, an experimental heart drug with the potential to become a multibillion dollar product if it gets approved,
has instead shown more promise.

Sanofi-Aventis resubmitted the drug, which was initially rejected by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in
2006, for marketing approval after a recent study suggested Multaq reduced the risk of death in patients with
irregular heartbeat, a condition that can lead to stroke.
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