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Colorado’s Rocky Mountains have long been lauded for their legendary ski conditions. With outrageous 

statistics like an average of 300 inches of snow and 300 days of sunshine per year, the place is tailor-made for 

winter sport enthusiasts. But planning a ski trip here is not reserved exclusively for thrill junkies or socialites. 

Colorado’s ski resorts appeal to every taste and budget. 

 

Unbeatable Variety 
The twin mountain villages of Aspen and Snowmass offer visitors a distinct experience on each of the four 

mountains: Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands, Buttermilk and Snowmass. With more than 5,300 acres of 

terrain and free shuttle service between the two towns, visiting one offers an open invitation to the other. In fact, 

one lift ticket gives you access to all four mountains, making your visit open to four Colorado skiing 

experiences. Kids six and under always ski free, and little ones as young as two-and-a-half years of age can start 

skiing with the Cubs on Skis group lessons.  

 

With its renowned double-blacks, steeps, bumps and tree runs, Aspen Mountain offers a bevy of exhilarating 

options. While the vistas are wide open for the experts, the scenery can also be enjoyed by beginners through 

the green and blue trails, which are more accessible and therefore see more traffic. For more challenging 

options, visit local favorite Aspen Highlands. The inviting Highlands boasts some wide-open runs that are quite 

welcoming to a wide range of skiers, but is best enjoyed by the intermediate enthusiast, as it also has some of 

the steepest terrain in the state. Those looking to reconnect with their inner skier should head to The Sundeck 

atop Aspen Mountain, where three mornings a week free Yoga for Skiers classes are offered. Guests with a 

valid ticket to reach the top of the mountain can attend.  

 

Host to the Winter X Games, Buttermilk’s terrain is best for novice skiers and snowboarders. With 65 percent 

of the 44 trails considered challenging, seasonal skiers are also in for a treat. When the X Games are over, the 

Superpipe and the Big Four jump line are left for visitors to enjoy. 

 

Just nine miles away you’ll find Snowmass, the last of the four mountains in this resort. Larger than the three 

Aspen mountains, it encompasses more than 3,000 acres and commands a 4,406-foot vertical drop. Its 91 trails 

add up to a total of 147 miles combined, and only a handful of these cater to beginners. The Westin Snowmass 

Resort is a great place to stay with its brand new 254 rooms and 20 suites. Many of the rooms come complete 

with slope-side views, and the resort also boasts new restaurants and workout facilities. aspensnowmass.com 



 

A Thrill-Seeker’s Delight 
Located in southwestern Colorado on the San Miguel River, Telluride is tucked away in the basin of a box 

canyon. Its companion town, Mountain Village, is perched above the valley floor at 9,500 feet. Both are framed 

by the San Juan Mountains and surrounded by the highest density of 14,000-foot peaks in the state, providing 

the town with some of the most spectacular views of the Rocky Mountains. The two towns are connected via 

complimentary gondola service that also serves as the main source of transportation for residents.  

 

Telluride lures visitors from around the globe with its splendid views, historic landmarks, and prime skiing 

conditions. Skiers have 18 lifts at their disposal—most of them high-speed quad chairs—and 2,000 acres of 

terrain shifting north to south in a natural progression of expert to beginner runs.  

 

Those looking for a bit more speed than what the lifts have to offer can drop in on the mountain on a heli run. 

Helitrax, one of two heli-ski operators in Colorado, has been in the business of providing these spectacular 

experiences right out of Telluride since 1982. Its variety of packages, high-end offerings and impeccable service 

have made it an incredibly popular option for powder hounds and bucket-listers alike. The intrepid skier looking 

for a more rugged experience can call on the services of the heli ski guides at Silverton Mountain. They 

specialize in heart-stopping, vertical adventures through untracked powder that can be surprisingly affordable.  

 

This ski resort town is also great for celebrity spotting, as it is a winter mecca for the rich and famous. Mountain 

Village especially evokes the sense of being in an Alpine village with its luxury accommodations, world-class 

restaurants and plush spas. Telluride’s historic sights and wealth of opportunities for adventure consistently 

keep it at the top of winter destination lists. tellurideskiresort.com 

 
 

For Planners and Procrastinators 

With one of the longest ski seasons in Colorado, Breckenridge has a reputation for offering the ideal Colorado 

ski package by providing the option of early and late season getaways. The 2,358 acres satisfy a wide audience 

with their good balance of light and expert terrain. 

 

Boasting the largest historic district in the state, Breckenridge offers a downtown area that is fun, casual and 

hospitable, with plenty of sightseeing variety. Lodging options also abound. Choose a budget-friendly 

accommodation such as Fireside Inn or go for One Ski Hill Place instead, the newest in slope-side luxury. 

Dining options cater to all budgets and tastes. Enjoy fine dining at Relish or Gold Pan Restaurant, one of the last 

swinging door saloons, or stop in at the Breckenridge Brewery for an award-winning handcrafted brew. Plan 

ahead so that your Breckenridge skiing vacation coincides with one of the many spectacular festivals going on 

throughout the season. Breckenridge Oktoberfest, Ullr Fest and the International Snow Sculpture 

Championships are just a few. breckenridge.com 

 

Skiing with the Lights On 

Steamboat’s allure is in its light terrain and night skiing. With almost 3,000 acres of skiable terrain and six 

peaks of groomed cruisers, bumps, steeps and open meadows, Steamboat Ski Resort has plenty to offer. But this 

resort town is particularly celebrated for its champagne snow. A particularly dry kind of precipitation that is 

created in conditions similar to the humidity in fog, this “fog snow” makes extremely small crystals with the 



lowest density possible. The resulting snow is so light and powdery that snowballs can’t be made with it, but it 

is perfect for skiing. 

 

Steamboat Springs is known as Ski Town USA®. This unassuming Colorado mountain town earned the 

distinctive nickname for being home to more winter Olympians than any other city in the United States. It also 

happens to be the site of the Olympic training complex. The authentic Western town caters to children with one 

of the best U.S. ski schools for kids and by offering a variety of family-friendly lesson packages and lodging 

deals. steamboat.com 

 

Terrain for All Ages 

The best-kept secret in Colorado is the diverse terrain on the five adjacent mountains at Winter Park Resort.  

Winter Park is a Mile High favorite known for having the most consistent snow season after season. That’s 

more than 3,000 feet of vertical and 30 feet of snow each year. 

 

It is the fourth largest ski resort in the state with a network of trails and lifts that connect all five mountains. 

Choose from the steeps on Vasquez Cirque or the groomers and beginner terrain on Winter Park Mountain. 

 

The Winter Park Ski and Ride School’s “Just Because I’m Three” program gets the youngest skiers ready to 

pound the snow, and they also offer tracks for skiers over 50. Home to an office for the National Sports Center 

for the Disabled, the resort is well equipped to offer a number of programs and services for disabled individuals. 

Total package pricing, including lodging, lift tickets, lessons and transfers at this welcoming resort is also one 

of the best values in the state. winterparkresort.com 

 

How To Get There 

American Airlines serves Aspen with daily service from Los Angeles and Dallas/Fort Worth; Telluride is 

served through Montrose with daily service from Dallas/Fort Worth; Breckenridge is served through Vail with 

winter service from Los Angeles, Miami, Chicago, New York’s JFK and Dallas/Fort Worth; Steamboat Springs 

is served with daily service from Chicago and Dallas/Fort Worth; Winter Park is served through Denver with 

daily service from Los Angeles, Miami, Chicago and Dallas/Fort Worth. Visit aa.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eaglelatitudes.com/current/article.html?id=1925 


