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classic but relaxed 
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a sense of 
timelessness in  
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Country home.
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Charm
Southern



Tiered molding subtly 
elevates a humble 
beaded-board ceiling in 
the breakfast room, 
showcasing how casual 
and formal elements work 
together to foster a sense 
of comfortable elegance.

ELEGANT HOMES    19  



THIS PHOTO: Taking 
cues from older Southern 
homes, the great-room 
features triple-hung, 
floor-to-ceiling windows 
that can be raised from 
the bottom, allowing 
visitors to walk out to the 
screen porch. A wall of 
French doors faces a 
river. OPPOSITE: To 
break down the mass of 
the exterior profile, 
architect Aaron Daily 
created a separate wing 
for the master bedroom. 
Board-and-batten siding 
distinguishes the extension 
from the clapboard-clad 
main house. 
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DDesigning a new “old” home is about proportion and human 
scale, according to architect Aaron Daily. When his clients 
requested something “formal yet casual” for their South 
Carolina house, Daily responded with a 5,921-square-foot 
clapboard home that looks as if it had been built  
over time thanks in part to carefully crafted transitions 
between spaces.
 The voluminous great-room, which serves as a key 
entertaining area, for example, features high ceilings, while 
the family room is smaller and more intimate—perfect  
for comfortable daily living for two. Ceiling-edge millwork  
does double duty, keeping rooms from feeling too open  
and yet striking a classical tone. Tall windows and large  
porches engage rooms with the surrounding landscape.  
The back of the house is glass, and the main-level  
master bedroom features a spectacular bay window and 
inviting window seat that offers sweeping views of great  
live oak trees. 
 To soften the home’s distinguished crown molding and 
pilasters, Daily encased some walls and ceilings with wood 
panels and welcomed carpet instead of hardwood flooring 
into the bedrooms. Interior designer Anne Ballance further 
relaxed formal features with a handpicked palette of creams 
and pale blue-grays that pays homage to the home’s locale. 
“Because the air is soft and there’s a lot of humidity, colors 
take on a different hue here, as opposed to Florida, where 
things are very bright and the air more crisp,” Ballance says. 
White-painted trim and moldings highlight the soft hues, 
while reclaimed pine flooring and natural wood tone 
furnishings add warmth and age-old character. 
 To amplify that sense of patina, Ballance accessorized 
rooms with new fixtures crafted from antique parts by 
lighting designer Eloise Pickard. The fixtures work with 
other historically inspired details—such as operable porch 
shutters, footed kitchen cabinets, and pilasters in the master 
bedroom—to quietly impart a level of artisanship you’d 
expect to find in an older home. “Our clients want houses 
that are timeless,” Daily says. “A lot of details may not jump 
out, but over time, they reveal themselves.” 
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LEFT: The kitchen’s island fulfills modern needs  
with its spacious heart pine countertop and ample 
storage, but its furniture-style detailing nods to a 
time when tables anchored cooking areas. Long 
runs of Calacatta-topped lower cabinets are broken 
up by legs so they, too, look like pieces of furniture.  
To maximize light, the design team limited upper 
cabinets in favor of expansive windows. BELOW:  
A gracious arch above a bar area maintains a sense 
of airy openness in the family room off the kitchen. 
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“Painting  
a high ceiling 
the same color 

as the walls 
brings things  

to a more 
human scale.”

—interior designer 
Anne BAllAnce
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ABOVE: The guest 
bedrooms are designed 
as extensions of the 
upper-level screen porch. 
Interior designer Anne 
Ballance amplified that 
connection in this room 
with a soothing palette of 
creams, tans, and whites. 
LEFT: Screen porches on 
the upper and main levels 
provide bug-free zones 
for enjoying breezes off 
the water. OPPOSITE: 
The upper-level porch is 
defined by a traditional 
wood-lined ceiling and 
operable shutters. 
Fixed-louver top panels 
cap the screens. 

“Trimwork 
establishes  
a common 
language 

throughout  
the house. You 

can add 
or subtract 

pieces of trim 
to set the level 
of formality.” 

—Architect
   AAron dAily
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OPPOSITE: The vaulted 
wood-paneled ceiling in 
the master bedroom is 
painted the same pale 
blue-gray as the walls to 
gently scale down the 
room’s volume. Pilasters 
break up stretches of 
wall, imparting a sense of 
formality that’s echoed by 
a lofty four-poster. LEFT: 
A bathroom on the upper 
level boasts floor-to-
ceiling cabinetry and 
walls wrapped in crisp 
white millwork. Dark 
marble floor tile,  
polished to reflect a 
luxurious sheen, grounds 
the room’s otherwise 
white palette.
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