
Proven Student Engagement and Improvement 

Free OER Florida  
Social Studies Core Curriculum

Engage middle school students in the 1:1 classroom

135 social studies digital lessons per grade, aligned to 
the Sunshine State Standards

Based on a case study from 

Beatriz G. Garza Middle School, Weslaco, Texas

State testing score 
improvement



Harness the Power of 1:1 Student Devices
Exploros Transforms

Core OER curriculum 
scope and sequence

editable  
playlists

teacher-guided  
learning experiences

authentic  
classroom data.

into of that  
yield

With Exploros Everyone Benefits

Students engage in 
productive learning 

exploration using social 
media skills. 

Teachers save lesson 
preparation time and benefit 
from high-quality curriculum 

with real-time data. 

Principals get an 
unprecented window 

into classroom learning 
and curriculum progress.

Administrators 
effectively implement 

1:1 and save up to 60% 
on curriculum expenses.



6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Social Studies
Teaching middle school social studies in the 1:1 classroom has never been more engaging,  

cost-effective, and impactful. Our free Sunshine State-aligned, learning experiences (digital 
lessons) cover World History, Civics, and U.S. History. 

Each full-year course is organized into units and contains about 130 classroom learning 
experiences. All learning experiences are approximately 40 minutes long and use the 5E Model 

instructional approach.

Full-year courses are organized into units made up of 40-minute classroom learning experiences.

“I am very happy with Exploros as a way to integrate curriculum 
across the building. The tools for collaboration and brainstorming are 

also very strong for classroom use.”
— John Garlic, Principal,  

Beatriz G. Garza Middle School

6-8 Civics

All units contain reviews 

Geography of the United States

Americans, Citizenship & 
Government

The Federal Government

State and Local Governments

The Citizen and Government

The Citizen and Society

The American Economy

The United States and World 
Affairs

Exploros OER was developed according to the Next Gen Sunshine State Standards

Courses Units Learning Experiences

Unit Lesson Experience Objectives Next Gen Social Studies Standards

European Coloniza.on

European Explora.on in the 
Americas

European Explora.on in the Americas Iden.fy reasons for European explora.on of the Americas. A.1.2 G.4.2
The Columbian Exchange: Explora.on and 
the Environment

Evaluate how exchanges between European and Na.ve Americans modified the physical 
environment. A.1.6 G.5.1 G.5.2

The Geography of the Early Colonies
Iden.fy how physical characteris.cs influenced popula.on distribu.on and seHlement 
paHerns during coloniza.on. A.2.2 G.1.2 G.4.4  G.5.1

Early Coloniza.on

Spanish Coloniza.on Explain why Spain seHled its colonies. A.1.7 A.2.1  A.2.3 A.2.5

The Transatlan.c Slave Trade
Explain the causes and effects of the transatlan.c slave trade. 
Outline the rela.onship of the slave trade to other kinds of trade. A.1.2 G.4.2 G.4.4 E.1.1 E.3.1

French and Dutch Coloniza.on Iden.fy the reasons for French and Dutch coloniza.on in North America. A.2.1 A.2.5 E.1.1

English Coloniza.on Iden.fy the reasons for English coloniza.on in North America. A.1.1 A.1.7 A.2.1 A.2.5 E.1.1

Jamestown
Explain the significance of the founding of Jamestown. 
Describe how different groups in Jamestown interacted with the environment. A.1.4 G.5.1 G.5.2

Representa.ve Government

Explain how Virginia began a tradi.on of representa.ve government. 
Iden.fy the Virginia House of Burgesses, Mayflower Compact, and the Fundamental Order of 
Connec.cut. A.2.2 G.2.1 C.1.2 C.1.4

The New England Colonies

The New England Colonies and Religious 
Freedom

• Explain how the desire for religious freedom led to the seHlement of the New England 
colonies. 
• Describe how conflicts over religion and poli.cs were resolved in colonial New England. A.1.6 A.2.2 A.2.4 C.1.3

Conflict Between SeHlers and Na.ve 
Americans Iden.fy reasons for conflict between seHlers and Na.ve Americans. A.1.2 A.2.5

The Middle and Southern 
Colonies

The Middle Colonies
• Explain the reasons for the establishment of the colonies of New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. A2.2 A.1.3 A.1.4 G.2.1 G.5.1 E.2.3 E.1.1

The Southern Colonies Explain the reasons for the establishment of Maryland, the Carolinas and Georgia. A.2.2 A.2.3 G.2.1 G.5.1 E.2.3 E.1.1

Colonial Society

The Great Awakening Describe the causes of the Great Awakening and its effects on colonial society. A.1.5 A.1.7 A.2.7 C.1.4

Colonial Arts and Literature  (BigStock)

• Describe colonial art, music, and literature, and how it reflects colonial culture. 
• Consider how art can influence society. 
• Research a history topic and give an oral presenta.on. A.1.5 A.1.7 A.2.7

The Life of a Slave Describe the life of slaves in colonial America. A.1.2 A.1.4 A.1.6 A.1.7 A.2.7 E.2.3

Colonial Trade and Government
Mercan.lism Explain the development of mercan.lism and colonists' response to it. A.2.1 E.2.2 E.3.1

Colonial Government Describe the development of governments in the colonies. C.1.2 C.1.4
The Revolu.onary Era: Vocabulary Iden.fy key vocabulary related to the Revolu.onary Era

The French and Indian War
The French and Indian War

Explain how the rivalry between Britain and France and conflict over the Ohio Valley led to 
the French and Indian War in North America. 
Describe the power shia that occurred aaer the war. A.1.2 A.2.6 G.2.2 G.4.6 E.3.1

Tensions with Britain
Rising Conflicts in the West

Describe conflicts in the west aaer the French and Indian War. 
Explain how Britain aHempted to ease tensions with the Proclama.on of 1763. 
Analyze how Bri.sh economic policies following the French and Indian War contributed to 
the Revolu.onary War. A.3.1 A.3.15

New Taxes in the Colonies

Explain why colonists opposed new Bri.sh taxes such as the Stamp Act. 
Analyze how Bri.sh economic policies following the French and Indian War contributed to 
the Revolu.onary War. A.3.1 A.3.2 G.2.2 E.3.1

The Boston Massacre Summarize the significance of the Boston Massacre. A.1.6 A.1.7 A.3.2 A.3.5

Colonists Fight Back 
The Boston Tea Party

• Explain how a dispute over tea led to further tension between the colonists and Great 
Britain. 
• Describe ways that the Bri.sh Parliament punished the colonists for the Boston Tea Party. A.1.2 A.1.6 A.3.2 A.3.6

1

Available for immediate pilot 
in select Florida districts



Students brainstorm traits that they think 
makes someone a leader.

The above example shows eight out of 23 responses from one class.  
Students benefit from reading peer answers after formulating their own.

Teacher view

Student view

Student Engagement and Achievement
Teachers guide the learning using a digital lesson plan with a familiar interface. But the interface 

now enables student collaboration and provides live student data, readings, videos, and other 
media according to lesson pacing. Students draw on their existing knowledge and skills to 
construct new ideas. They research, collaborate, represent ideas using graphic organizers,  

and complete assessments.

The 5Es

Teaching notes 
visible in the 
teacher view 

Live student 
data

Explain why Jackson was considered  
a champion of the common man.

• because he did things that helped the common man
• because he gave them voting spots and gave them jobs
• He worked hard to the top even if he was uneducated.
• Because he was one of them, what the rich people hated about 

him the common people like
• Because he worked his way up to the top unlike most politicians 

who were born rich or acknowledged as high tier politics.
• he came up from nothing
• he had a tough time and started from the bottom like them
• because he cared only about the common people and fought for 

them. He represented the american dream.

Driving Engagement with Peer Interaction and “Pay to Play”

Students cannot see peer posts until they contribute their own—driving 100% engagement  
in the learning experience and bringing the content to life.



“Exploros has given our principals a new window  
into what’s going on in every classroom.”

— Sue Peterson, Asst. Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction, Weslaco ISD

A New Level of Classroom Data
Exploros provides teachers with live classroom data on student and class understanding. 

In addition, coordinators and administrators can view student achievement and curriculum 
progress as never before—in real time. And these insights require no extra work. Data from 

classroom teaching and learning is collected, analyzed, and presented automatically.

Pricing
The Exploros OER Florida Social Studies core curriculum is free. The optional subscription allows  

schools and districts to customize the curriculum and receive administrator data and reports.

Administrators can view curriculum progress by class and see metrics for student engagement and proficiency.



Access Our FREE Middle School Social Studies 
Curriculum for Florida Schools

Sign up to access all our social studies learning experiences 
for teachers and students—FREE forever.

Students collaboratively brainstorm, work in small groups, complete concept maps, and take standards-aligned practice tests.

Implement Our Face-to-Face 5E Model Learning Experiences

Exploros supports the social learning environment of the traditional classroom. Teachers guide 
the learning, and students actively engage. Exploros goes beyond interactive slide shows and 

ebooks to provide device-enabled, social, 5E Model learning experiences based on the best 
instructional approaches.

Engage Explore Explain Elaborate Evaluate

www.exploros.com

INNOVATION
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