
Gods, Goddesses, and Heroes 
 
The ancients Greeks were polytheistic — that is, they worshipped many gods. 
Their major gods and goddesses lived at the top of Mount Olympus, the highest 
mountain in Greece, and myths described their lives and actions. In myths, gods 
often actively interfered in the day-to-day lives of humans. Myths were used to 
help explain the unknown and sometimes teach a lesson. 
 

 
A family portrait of the Twelve Olympians 

 
For example, Zeus, the king of the gods, carried his favorite weapon, the 
thunderbolt. When it rained and there was thunder and lightning, the ancient 
Greeks believed that Zeus was venting his anger. 
 
Many stories about how the Greek gods behaved and interacted with humans 
are found in the works of Homer. He created two epic poems: the Iliad, which 
related the events of the Trojan War, and the Odyssey, which detailed the travels 
of the hero Odysseus. These two poems were passed down orally over many 
generations. 
  



 

 

 

 
Botticelli 

Aphrodite, the goddess of love, sits with the war god, Ares in this 
painting by the Renaissance artist Botticelli. Aphrodite is one of 

several Greek goddesses, and is often referred to by her Roman 
name, Venus. 

 

 

 
A Greek Soap Opera  
 
The Greeks created gods in the image of humans; that is, their gods had many 
human qualities even though they were gods. The gods constantly fought among 
themselves, behaved irrationally and unfairly, and were often jealous of each 
other. Zeus, the king of the gods, was unfaithful to his wife Hera. Hera plotted 
against Zeus and punished his mistresses. 
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Many Greek myths explained the mysteries of nature. The myth of Apollo, for 
example, describes how the sun moves across the sky to rise and set each day. 



In addition to Zeus and Hera, there were many other major and minor gods in the 
Greek religion. At her birth, Athena, the goddess of wisdom, sprang directly from 
the head of Zeus. Hermes, who had winged feet, was the messenger of the gods 
and could fly anywhere with great speed. Aphrodite, the goddess of love, was the 
most beautiful being in the universe. Her brother, Ares, the god of war, was 
sinister, mean, and disliked. Poseidon ruled the sea from his underwater place 
and Apollo rode his chariot across the sky, bringing the sun with him. 
 
 

God/ 
Goddess 

Important Attributes 

Zeus King of the gods, Zeus killed his father Chronos. He is also the god of 
thunder. 

Hera The wife of Zeus, Hera is the goddess of fertility. 

Poseidon The god of the sea. 

Hades The god of the underworld. 

Apollo God of the sun, music, and art, one of the most versatile gods. 

Artemis Goddess of the hunt, Moon, and childbirth. The sister of Apollo, she is 
also a very versatile Olympian. 

Aphrodite The goddess of love and the mother of Eros, known to the Romans as 
Cupid. 

Ares The god of War. 

Athena Sprang full-grown from Zeus's head. She is the Goddess of wisdom. 
The city of Athens is named for her. 

Hermes The messenger god wears a winged helmet and winged sandals. 

Dionysos The god of wine and revelry. Dionysos had an enormous following 
throughout the Greek world. 

Eros The god of love. Often depicted as a young child, Eros used magical 
arrows could to cause people to fall in love. 

If you like our content, please share it on social media! 
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Hello fellow Mustangs! As most of you know, I am Layla Rodriguez and I am 

running for Student Government Association’s President of Magnolia Middle 

School. I have been a part of student government for the last two years, as a 

sixth and seventh grader. I have grown up in Marshall, and I see many of you not 

only at school, but also at the pool in the summer and at the Rink on the 

weekends. If you elect me to be your next Student Council President, I will make 

MMS a better school for all students.  

 

Every one of you must use a computer at some point during the school year. 

How often do you go to the library to work on an assignment and all the 

computers are being used by other people? Or, when you get a laptop from the 

class carts, it does not allow you to log on or it does not let you get on to the 

Internet? When you elect me, I will work with Principal Hammond to get more 

computers. Students at other schools have their own laptops. I want the same 

thing for you, Mustangs! 

 

Secondly, I want to improve our school lunches. There are times that I want to 

buy a bag of chips or cookie to go along with the lunch that I packed at home. 

Currently, the cafeteria only sells food to students who are buying a whole lunch. 

That’s discriminating against the rest of us! As president of the SGA, I will 

change this. I will work with Mrs. Perkins in the cafeteria to make this change. 

 

Last, do you see how often the gym is empty? I know that there are a lot of us 

who like to use the gym for a free time. Mr. Hammond says we cannot use it 

because there is no one to supervise us. Last time I checked, exercise was 

supposed to be good for you and improve your ability to concentrate. Has that 

changed, Mr. Hammond? Vote for me to be your president and I will make sure 

that we get to use the gym more often. I will work with Mr. Hammond to include 

free time in our Mustang Bucks system, so you and your friends can buy gym 

time.    

 

Tomorrow, when you receive the official SGA ballot, make sure to circle my 

name, Layla Rodriguez, to be your next Mustang Student Government president. 

Let’s make Magnolia Middle School the talk of the town! 
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