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If you wanted to build a house, what materials would you use? When a 
country is newly settled, wood is available. But after many trees are cut 
down, wood becomes more scarce and expensive. Wood also catches fire 
easily. As a country becomes more densely settled, people live closer 
together in cities. Stone and brick replace wood as building materials. 

Large cities ban wooden houses in the urban center, and sometimes they 
even ban wooden shingles. In their place, concrete or cement houses 
have been built.  

Our grandfathers would have been shocked at the idea of a house built of 
sand. They would have worried that every rainfall might make their homes 
melt away. Even after thousands of concrete buildings were in use, many 
people still feared that they would not stand the cold winters and hot 
summers of the United States. But it has been proved that concrete is a 
success provided it is properly made. 
 

Concrete has been used for many purposes besides building, and the 

number of purposes increases rapidly. It’s used for blackboards, 

refrigerator linings, and railroad ties, as well as for poles or posts of all 

sizes. 

 

Concrete that is carelessly made is very poor stuff and dangerous to use. It 
is not at all reliable and may give out at any time. But concrete made of the 
best materials and properly put together can serve many purposes. 

 

  

  



More on Concrete 
 
 

According to the website of the Portland Cement Association, cement.org, 
concrete is ideal for many surfaces. These include: 

• roads 

• sidewalks 

• outdoor stairs 

• driveways 

• garages 

• patios 

• basements 

• industrial floors 
 
The website points out that it is very important to install concrete correctly. 
If the proper methods are followed, the concrete will last for many years. If 
improperly installed, however, it can fall apart like a sand castle. 
 
What makes a proper installation? First, remove all plants, soft soil, and 
rocks, and pour concrete on firm soil. Second, make sure the finished 
concrete slopes gently so it can drain. Third, make sure the weather is 
warm enough so that the fresh cement can dry at a temperature above 40 
degrees F. If using concrete when the temperature is below 40 degrees F, 
put a canvas tent and heater over the cement for about 24 hours. 
 


